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PREFACE 


IN confequence of the numerous Petitions which were 
fent to Parliament from different Counties, Cities, and 
Towns of Great Britain, in the year 1788, for the 
ABOLITION OF THE SLAVE TRADE, 
it was determined by the Houfe 01 Commons to hear Evi¬ 
dence upon that fubjeft. 

1 he Slave Merchants and Planters accordingly brought 
forward feveral perfons as witneffes, the firfl: in behalf of 
the continuance of fiave-trade, the latter in defence of the 
Colonial Slavery. Thefe were heard and examined in the 
years 1789 and 1790. 


Several perfons were afterwards called on the fide of the 
Petitioners of Great Britain, to fubfiantiate the foundat^i 
of their feveral petitions, and to invalidate feveral points 
of the evidence which the others had offered. Thefe were 
- examined in the years 1790 and 1791. 

4 This Abdratf then is made up from the evidence of the 
latter, in which little other alteration has been made than 
that of bringing things on the fame point into one chapter, 
... which before lay fcattered in different parts of the evidence; 
; and this has been done to enable the reader to fee every 
bfanch of the fubjedt in a clear and diftindt fhape. 

Th$ 
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Thtt evMgftCft for Africa arid the Middle Paffage, on the 
fide of the Petitioners of Great Britain, is given by perfons, 
who have been to almoft all the confpicuous parts of Africa, 
from the river Senegal to Angola. Many of them have had 
great (Opportunities of information, from having been relb 
dent on ftiore, or having been up and down the different 
rivers, or from having made each of them feveral voyages. 
Among thefe, as well as among thofe who have only had 
the opportunity perhaps of a fingle voyage, are to be reckoned 
feveral yefpe&able perfons of education, obfervation, and 
leifure ; and it is to be obferved, that the information of the 
whole goes to things at different periods from the year 1754 
to 1789, The evidences again for the Weft Indies and 
America are numerous and refpe£Ub!e. Many of them 
have had the advantage of being refident there for years, 
and the information which they have given, extends to 
things as they were at various times from 1753 to 1790. Of 
all thefe it muft be faid, that they are totally difinterefted 
perfons, and therefore can have had nothing to biafs them 
either one way or the other, in the evidence they have given. 
The editor, on the other hand, feds it incumbent upon him 
to acknowledge, that fome of them came up as evidences, 
from a fenfe of duty, arid this again ft their own apparent 
interest, and under the threats and profpeft of fufferiilg con- 
fiuciably for fitch a conduct;. 

Of the evidences, on the other hand, brought forward 
by the flave merchants and planters, there are few indeed 
who are not deeply intcrcjicd in the teftimony they have given, 
and the event of the decifion. In the African part of the. 
queftion, all but two are immediately concerned in the flave 
trade, and in the Weft Indian, the Admirals only can be 
fairly excepted. And of what does their information confift, 
but of round and general aflertions, without any fpedfick 

ihas ? 
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fa£ls ? thefe allertions, however, are in behalf of the planers, 
and tend to prove the comforts and happinefs of their flavefr. 

V/'e have no right to fuppofe that perfons of their charac¬ 
ter had any intention of misleading the public in a queftion 
of fo much importance to the interefts of mankind; but we 
may fuppofe, that in their Jituation they had little or no oppor¬ 
tunity of ohferuing the treatment of faves ; and this is actually 
the fa£t, The Admirals, when on Shore, were almoft 
entirely in the towns. New all the evidences lor the peti¬ 
tioners of England are unanimous in aliening, that the haves 
in the towns appear to be better treated than thofe in the 
country. Hence the Admirals may hav e been in fome mca- 
jfure warranted- in faying what they have done, but they 
ought to have ob&rved, that their evidence related to but a 
partial, and not the general body of the fiave's, and that their 
opportunities of information Were exceedingly limited and 
confined. 

t When, however, they went into the country, their fix¬ 
ation again precluded them from getting the fame informa¬ 
tion as other men. Mr, H. Ross, examined, among others, 
fays, that as to the information which may have been gotten 
by thofe holding high commands in the Weft Indies he cannot 
fpeak decidedly ; but if it be meant to know whether fueh, 
on occafiona! vifits to eftates, were likely to obtain a thorough 
knowledge of the treatment of Haves, hetlrnks they could not. 
He has often accompanied Governors and Admirals in their 
tours there. The eftates vifited, belonging to perfon^bf 
diftin&ion, might be fuppofed under the beft management. 
Befides, ail poftible care would be taken to keep every difgufi-r 
ing object from view, anu on no account, by the exercife of 
the whip or other punifhments, to harrow up the feelings of 
perfons of fuch diftin&ious. 
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The above acccunts fhew, that the rank and fstuaticn of 
the Admirals precluded them from feeing as much as others, 
or in other words, that their opportunities of information were 
not as great as thofe of other men. Many other circumftan- 
ces may be cited to prove the fame thing. Among thefe are 
the preambles and claufes of certain laws, and extracts from 
the Weft Indian public prints. To begin with the former, 
BAHAMA ISLANDS. 

So lately as in 1784, it was enabled there, that t( if any 
(t flave fhall abfent him or herfeF from his or her owner, 
“ for the fpace of three months fucceflively, fuch flave fhall 
“ be deemed an outlaw, and as an encouragement to appro- 
“ hend and bring to juftice fuch runaways, any perfon or 
“ perfons who fhall apprehend any fuch runaway, either 
“ alive or dead, fhall be paid out of the public treafury 

twenty pounds, for every flave fo apprehended and taken 
&c.” 

St. CHRISTOPHER’S. 

a An a& to prevent the cutting off or depriving-any flaves 
({ in this ifland of any of their limbs or members, or other- 
“ wife difabling them,—“ pafled March nth* 1784.” 

“ Whereas, fome perfons have of late been guilty of cut- 
“ ting off and depriving flaves of their ears, which pradlice 
“ is contrary to the principles of humanity, and diflionourable 
“ to foeiety ; for prevention whereof in future, be it ena&ed 
“ by the Governor, &c. That if any owner or pofleiTor 
“ ^ any negro or other flave in this ifland, fhall wilfully 
“ and wantonly cut or difable, or caufe or procure to be 
cut or difabled the tongue ; put out, or caufe or procure 
“ to be put out, an eye ; flit the nofe, ear, or lip, or cut off 
“ a nofe, ear, or lip, or caufe the fame to be done ; or 
** break or caufe to be broken, the arm, leg, or any other 

“ limb 
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« limb, or member of any negro , 1 '* Sec. the penalty is 500!. 
« currency, or about 300I, fterling, and fix months imprifon- 
“ ment. 

BARBADOES, 

u An aCt to prevent diftempered, maimed, and worn out 
(t negroes, from infefting the towns, ftreets, and highways of 
“ this ifland.” Pafled January 18, 1785. 

“ Whereas, it has, for fome tkne pad, been the cruet 
< c practice of fome perfons poflefling negroes, who, from 
« their o’d age and infirmities, are incapable of further fervice 
“ to their inhuman owners, to drive them from their plan- 
“ tations to beg, Real, or ftarve, which faid unhappy objeCfo 
“ are daily infefting the public ftreets of the feveral towns ia 
« this iftand,” &c. The penalty to fuch owner is 5I. cur¬ 
rency, or about 3I. I2s. fterling ; and the a£t ordains that 
thofe unhappy objects ftiall be taken home tp their mafters. 
GRENADA, 1788. 

« Whereas, the laws heretofore made for the protection 
« of flaves have been found infufficieat; And whereas, hu- 
manity, and the intereft of the colony require that falutary 
u and adequate regulations and provifions fhould be adopted 
u for rendering their fervitude as limited and eafy as poftible, 
u and for promoting the increafe of their population, as the 
#< moft likely means of removing, in the courfe of time, the 
steceflity of further importation of negroes from Africa: 
“ Add, Whereas, thefe defirable ends cannot be fo effectually 
obtiihaf as by preferibing reasonable bounds to the power 
“ of' matters, and others having the charge of flaves, by corn- 
“ pelling them fufficiently and properly to lodge, feed clothe, 
and maintain them, &c. 

. As tqfhe extracts from the Weft Indian public prints, the 
following among many others may fuffice:--- 


From 
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From the Jamaica paper, called the Cornwall Chronicle, 
of Dumber 29, 1787, it appears, Thai: an addition to the 
Confolidated Slave «iaw was propofed in thefe terms:— * 

“ Whereas, the extreme cruelties and inhumanity of the 
manners, overmens, and book-keepers of eftates, have fre¬ 
quently driven Haves ir| 4 o the woods, and Qftcafioned rebellions 
and internal infurrc&ions, to the great prejudice of the proprie¬ 
tors, and the manifeft danger of the lives of the inhabitants of 
this illand ; for prevention whereof, be it cnaded, Sec. “ And 
whores alfp, it frequently happens, that Havas come to their 
d<?&the by haHy and fevere blows, and other improper treat¬ 
ment of pverfeers and book-keepers, in the heat of paflion, 
and when fueh accidents do happen, the victims are entered 
in the Plantation hooks, as having died of convulfions, fits, or 
other Cflunpi to be accounted for, and to conceal the real 
truth of the capfe of the death of fuch Have or Haves, he or 
they is or are immediately put under ground,” Sec. 

The mcnaher, (Mr. Gray) who introduced the ahovvy 
premifed, “ That to his own ccrU'iiu knowledge, very 
natural punilbments w&v often on negrqas; mid that- 

in feveral inlbmr^, hf had been obliged to .ap & 

magiilrate, to prr/ent a£\ual rebellion from i&sh inbumi 
treatment ” 

In the Jamaica paper, called the Gazette of $t. Jago d* 
la Vega, da'ed Odober I?, 1787, we number 97 runaway 
Haves advertifed, viz. 45 bonded, and 22 without brands. 
Among the former is “ William* marked on the right 
fhoulder R A, heart and diamond between, aqd on the left 
R A, heart at top,” alfo, “ Batty, on both (boulders H P in 
one,” and “ Guy marked, on the right fhoulder W D, and 
on the left I IT” —In the fame Gazette, dated November 
8th, 1787, there are notified 23 runaways marked, and 44 

unmarked, 
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tmruarkcd. Among thole marked is <( Apollo W S, on his 
face and bread,”—Robert, R Pen each check, and kingdon 
marked YORKE on each fhoulder and bread.’'—We find, 
in the Cornwall Chronicle of Jamaica, dated December 
G. 1778, Sf. runaways ad certified, 13 of whom only arc 
branded. Among thefe are, “ Pompey, a creole negro man, 
marked on both (boulders and breads M L, diamond on the 
top. James, a carpenter, branded on both checks, and 
Billy, belonging to the King, marked broad arrow on the 
(boulder.” In the Kingdon Morning Pod, of April 8th, 
*7^0. feven runaways from one owner are advertifed, viz. 
t( a fifherman, a taylor, a (hip wright, a fempdrefis, and three 
other wenches.” In the fame paper we And, “ an old grey 
headed Coromanfec man,” a runaway; alfo another tailor, 
marked on both (boulders I T, and right (boulder R G.— 
In the Cornwall Chronicle of C&ober 10, 1789, a runaway 
is advertifed named Prince, branded on the back with a cattle 
mark T H.—In the Kingdon Morning Pod of Nov. 4, 

1 789, we find again, feven runaways from one proprietor, 
vi z. “ an old woman, with her two Tons and two daughters, 
one of them very big wit!) child, a!fi a fkld negro and a 
carpenter. In the fupplcment to the Cornwall CJnoni. ie 
of Nov. 7. 1789, there are 135 runaways achertifid, viz. 48 
with, and S“ without hrriuJv. Ol dm ioimer, fome have 
two, three, and (our brands on tin- .Ve bread*, and (boulders. 
One in particular is maikcd ]) E on b> 
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R DC) and who abfented them Elves at different times.— 
An Advjrtifemcnt in rh; Jamaica Daily Advertifer of Feb. 
- 4 > I 79 t > begins thu ,:—beb. 22, tjqi , Efcaped on Sun¬ 
day lait, iv.’t/j a chain n>ul collar round his neck, a negro man 
oi the Mandingo country, marked T Y, 4011 top, &c. 

In the Barbsdoes Gazette of Jan. 14, 1784, the reader 

wih find this advertifement:- 

“ Abiented hcrfcif from the fervice of the fubferiber, a 
yellow-ikin negro wench, named Sarah Doral,” whofe per- 
fc’i and furmifed place of ccncealmcht, being very particu- 
l.'ny deferibed, the advertifement ends in thefe words,— 
Whoever will apprehend the faid wench, alive or dead, 
ihali receive two moidores reward from 

Joseph Charles Howard. 


The claufes, prcambleSy and advertifement s juft cited, will, 
it is prefumed, without any farther extract, bring additional 
conviEtion to the mind of the reader, that the Admirals 
could have known little or nothing about the treatment of the 
jlavesy during their reftdence in the ijlands : for they jhew , 
fir ft y that the jlaves have been infuffidently fed , lodged, and 
chat bed; that they have been under the power of the majler 
and cverfeer to an vr.rcafinable degree ; that they have been 
often turned adrift, when incapable of labour , “ to beg, Jleal , 
orftarvethat their ears and nofes have been flit and cut 
off; that they have been alfo otherwife disfigured as well as 
deprived of limbs and members; that they have been fuddenly 
murdered and buried; and that in Jome cafes where they 
have run away, rewards have been offered to indifferent 
pefons to bang tvem to thar owners alive or dead. 7 hey 
ftocxv jecondiy, treat tv fie deferent draw fiances have happens!, 

and 
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and that many of them mufl have been notorious (or why 
•were laws introduced by the colonijls thernfelves for their 
■preventionJJuice the year 1783, for the dates of the feveral 
acts or advertifcments are in 1784, 1785, 1787? *788* 
1789, and 1791. But if they mu ft have been notorious 
fincc the year I783, it is dear (the treatment of the jlaves 
having improved* though not kept pace with the improvement 
of the age) that they mujl have been equally notorious previous 
to the year 17B3, that is to fay, at the very time the Aamirals 
were in the different ijlavds with their refpcclivc feets. l\ow 
the Admirals are as ftlent about thefe notorious fads m their 
evidence, as if they had never exifted ai all. If they knew 
them, and concealed them (which we cunnot believe) their 
evidence is unworthy of rejpett upon this occajion ; and if they 
did not know them, it only confirms what has been faid before , 
that they had not the fame opportunities as other men, and 
that they lucre therefore incompetent as evidences upon fo 
great a quetfion. 

The Admirals again have fhewn thernfelves egregioufly 
ignorant of a raoft notorious law, a law too, which exiits at the 
prefent day, namely “ that the evidence of a Have is not 
valid againft any white man.” Had they been acquainted 
with this, they would have perceived itiftantlv, that it was in 
any mailer's power to torture, or even murder his Have with 
impunity, and this in the light of a thoufand black fpectators, 
provided he only took care that no white perfem beheld him. 
Had they known this, they would have perceived the unpro¬ 
tected Hate of the llaves, and would never leave Ipoken as 
they have. It is impoiliule therefore that they could h ive 
become acquainted witii this law, and this only brings u-> to 
the fame concinlion as before, viz. their incapacity as evi¬ 
dences on the fubjc£t of the treatment of the llaves. 

B 2 


Before 
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Before the Preface is doled, it may be necefiary to antici¬ 
pate, that fomc one may afk the Editor, why he has given 
in this Abftradl, the Evidence on the part of the Petitioners 
pniy, and omitted that which has been adduced on the other 
fide. To this the Editor might reply, that it is the bufinefs 
of the Slave merchants and Planters, if they think their cafe 
defenfiblc by the evidence they have produced, to do it, but 
we would rather wifii to reply, that it is unnecessary ; 
for admitting the witneftes on the part of the Slave- merchants 
and Planters, never to have feen among them all, even one 
fingle ini ranee of enormity, either in Africa or on the Middle 
PalTage, or in the Weft Indies, (which none of them will 
pretend to aftert) this negative evidence can make nothing 
againft the numberlels poiitive and fpecifick fadls mentioned 
in this Abftradl, to have fallen under the eyes of the witnefle* 
on the other fide. Thefe poiitive and fpecifick inftances 
mu ft therefore Hand uncontradidlqd and true. They muft 
(fill Hand as having politively happened: and if but a fmall 
part of them only did ever happen, this fmall part would be 
$ fufficient reafon ior the Abolition of the Slave Trade, 


CHAP. 



CHAP. I. 


The Enormities committed by the Natives of Africa on the Per- 
Jons of one another , to procure Slaves for the Europeans — 
proved by the Eejlimony of fuch as have vijited that Conti¬ 
nent,—and confirmed by Accounts from the Slaves them]elves, 
after their Arrival in the JVeft Indies. 


Manner of making Slaves from the River Se¬ 
negal to the River Gambia. 


THE Trade for Haves, (fays Mr. Kiernan), in the river 
Senegal, was chiefly with the Moors, on the Northern banks, 
who got them very often by war, and not feldom by kidnap¬ 
ping ; that is, lying in wait, near a village, where there was 
no open war, and feizing whom they could. 

He has often heard pf villages, and feen the remain? of 
Inch, broken up by making the people Haves. 

That the Moors ufed to cmfs the Senegal, to catch the 
negroes was fpoken of at Fort Louis as notorious ; and he 
has feen inflances of it where the perfons fo taken were 
rsnfomed. 


General 
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General Rookc fays, that kidnapping took place in the 
neighbourhood of Goree. It was fpoken of as a common 
pra&iee. It was reckoned difgracefu! there, but he cannot 
fpeak of the opinion about it on the Continent. He remem¬ 
bers two or three inftances of negroes being brought to 
Goree, who had been kidnapped, but he could not difeover 
by whom. At their own requeft he immediately fent them 
back. 

Mr. Dalrymple found that the great droves (called Caf- 
fellas or Caravans) of Haves brought from inland by way of 
Galam, to Senegal and Gambia, were prifoners of war. 
Thofe fold to vdTels at Goree, and near it, were procured 
either by the grand pillage, the lefler pillage, or by robbery 
of individuals, or in confequence of crimes. The grand 
pillage is executed by the King’s foldiers, from three hundred 
to three thoufand at a time, who attack and fet fire to a village, 
and feized the inhabitants as they can. The fmaller parties 
generally lie in wait about the villages, and take off all they 
can furprife ; which is alfo done by individuals, who do not 
belong to the King, but are private robbers. Thv. . fell their 
prey on the coaft, where it is well known no queftioning as 
to the means of obtaining it are afked. 

As to kidnapping, it is fo notorious about Goree, that he 
never heasd anv perfon deny it there. Two men, while he 
was there, offered a perfon, a mefienger from Senegal to 
Rufifco, for fale, to the garrifon, who even boafted how they 
had obtained him. Many alfo were brought to Goree while 
he was there, procured in the fame manner. 

Thefe depredations are alfo pra&ifed by the Moors: he 
law many Haves in Africa, who told him they were; taken 

by 
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by them ; panicularly three, one of whom was a womasfc 
who cried very much, and feemal to be i:i great diltrcfs ; tha 
two others were more reconciled to their fate. 

Captain Wilfon fays, that flaves arc cither procured by in- 
teftinc wars, or kings breaking up villages, or crimes real or 
imputed, or kidnapping. 

Villages are broken up by the king’s troops furrounding 
them in the night, and feizmg fuch of the inhabitants as fuit 
their purpofe Thispra£lice is moil common when there is 
no war with another (late. 

It is univerfally acknowledged, that free perfons are fold 
for real or imputed crimes, for the benefit of their judges. 

Soon after his arrival at Goree, king Darnel font a free 
man to him for fale, and was to have the price himfelf. One 
of the king’s guards being afked whether the man was guilty 
of the crime imputed to him, anfwered, that w-*s of r .o confe- 
quence, or ever inquired into. Captain Wilfon returned the 
man. 


Kidnapping was acknowledged, by all he ennverful with, 
to be generally prevalent. It is the firfl principle of the natives, 
the principle of fclf-prefc-rvation, never to go unarmed, while 
a (lave vefiel is on the coafl, for fear of being flolen. When 
he has met them thus armed, and inquired, of them, through 
his interpreter, the reafon of it, they have punted to a French 
flave vefiel, then lying at Portudal, and (aid their Harts arofc 
from that quarter: As a politive infiance, he fays, y courier 
of Captain Lacy’s, his predeedfor, though a Moor, a free 

man, 
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snan, and one who (poke the French language fluently, was: 
kidnapped as he was travelling on the Continent, with 
difpatches on his Britannick Majefty’s account, and fold to a 
French veiTll, for which he, (Captain Wilfon,) after much 
trouble, actually got him back. 

When he prelided in a court at Goree, a Maraboo fvvore, 
with an energy which evinced the truth of his evidence, that 
his brother, another Maraboo, had been kidnapped in the a£t 
of drinking, a moment known to be facred by their religion, 
at the mitigation of a former governor, who had taken adif- 
Jike to him. This was a matter notorious at Goree. 

Mr. Wadftrom knows flaves to be procured between Sene¬ 
gal and Gambia, either by the general pillage or by robbery 
by individuals, or by ftratagem and deceit. 

The general pillage is executed by the king’s troops on 
horfeback, armed, who feize the unprepared. Mr. Wad¬ 
ftrom, during the week he was atjoal, accompanying one of 
tliofe embaflics which the French Governor fends yearly 
with prefents to the black kings, to keep up the Have trade, 
faw parties fent out for this purpofe, by king Barbefin, almoft 
every day. Thcfe parties went out generally in the evening, 
anu were armed with bows and arrows, guns, piftols, fabres, 
and long lances. 

The king of Sallum praiftifes the pillage a!fo. Mr. Wad¬ 
ftrom faw twenty-feven flaves from Sallum, twenty-three of 
whom were women and children, thus taken. 


H? 
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He was told ai fo by merchants at Goree, that king Da ¬ 
rnel pradtifes the pillage in like manner. 

Robbery was a genera! way of taking (ingle (laves. He 
once faw a woman and a boy in the Have-hold at Gorce ; the 
latter had been taken by Health from hi-s parents in the interior 
parts above Cape Rouge, and he c! related, t hat fuch robberies 
were very trap lent in his country the former, at Rmd'co, 
from her hufband and children. He could (late feveral in¬ 
dances of fuch robberies. He very often faw negroes thus 
taken brought to Goree. Ganna of Daenrcl was a noted 
man-dealer, and employed as fuch by the Have merchants 
there. 

As indances of ftratagem employed to obtain (laves, he re¬ 
lates, that a French merchant taking a fancy to a negro, 
who was on a vifit at Dacard, perfuaded the village, for a 
certain price, to feize him. He was accordingly taken from 
his wife, who wi(hed to accompany him, but the merchant 
had not merchandize enough to buy both. Mr. Wadftrom 
faw the negro at Goree, the day he arrived from Dacard, 
chained, and lying on the ground, exceedingly diftreifed in his 
mind. 

The king of Sallum alfo prevailed on a woman to come 
into his kingdom, and feii him i'ome miiiei. On her arrival, 
he feized and fold her to a French officer, with whom Mr, 
Waddrom faw this woman every day while at Goree. 

Mr. Waddrom was on the ifland of St. Louis, up the Se¬ 
negal alfo, and on the Continent near the river, and fays, 
that all the Haws ibid at Senegal, are brought down the river, 
C «xcept 
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except thofe taken by the robbery of the Moors in the neigh¬ 
bourhood, whic.fi is fometimes concluded by large parties, in 
what are called petty wars. 

Captain Hills fi\v, while king between. Gome and the 
continent, the natives, in an evening, often go on in war dref- 
f es ,as he found, to obtain flares for king Darnel, to be fold. 
The reafon was, that the king was then poor, not having re¬ 
ceived his ufua’l dues from i:s. He never faw the parties that 
went out return with Haves, but has often feen Haves in their 
huts tied back to back. He remembers alfo, that feme rob- 
bers once brought him a man bound on board the Zephir, to 
fell s but he (Captain Hills,) would not buy him, but buffered 
him to efcape. 

vV -The natives on the continent, oppofite to Goree, all go 
armed, lie imagines, for fear of being taken. 

When in the river Gambia, wanting fervants on board his 
fliip, he expreffed a with for fome volunteers. A black pilot 
in the boat called two boys who were on fhore, carrying [bal¬ 
lots, and allied Capt. Hills if they would do, in which cafe he 
would take them off, and bring them to him. This he de¬ 
clined. From the cafe with which the pilot did it, lie con¬ 
cludes this was cuftomary. 

The black pilot faid, the merchantmen would not refufi: 
fuch an offer. He apprehends thefe two boys were lrec peo¬ 
ple, from the pilot’s mode of fpeaking, and from his wink¬ 
ing, implying it was an illicit thing. 

A boy whom lie bought from tin- merchants in the fame 
river, had been carried in the night from his lather’s houfe, 
where a ikcrmiih had happened, in which he believes he 

c : i 
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taid, both bis parents, but he welt remembers, one were 
killed 1 he boy laid, many wen wdlcd, anu i. ir.c taken. 

Mr. Eliilon fpoke the Mundingo language, in conftqucncc 
of which he has often converted with Haves from the Gambia, 
to which river he made three voyage?, arid they uimerfaliy in¬ 
formed him that they had been bo!on and Ibid. 


Manner or making Slaves from the River 
Gambia, to the end of the Windward Coast. 


THE natives up the river ScaHns informed Mr. Bowman, 
that he had got two women and a girl, whom they then 
brought him, in a fmall town which they had furpvifed in the 
night; that others nad got off, but they expe&ed the reft of 
the party would bring them in, in two or three days. When 
thefe arr.ved they brought with them two men whom Mr. 
Bowman knew, and had traded with formerly ; upon ques¬ 
tioning them, he difeowed the women lie had bought to be 
their wives. Both men and women informed him, that the 
v/ar-meu had taken them while bleep. 

The war-men ufed to go out, Mr. Bowman fay.g once or 
twice in eight or ten days, while lie was at Sealifts, --dr was 
C 2 tneir 
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their conftant way of getting flares, he believed, becaufc they 
alwavs came to the factory before fetting out, and demanded 
powder, ball, gun-flinty and fmall lliot; alfo rum, tobacco, 
and a few other articles. When fupplied, they blew the horn, 
made the war cry, anu fei off. If they met with no Haves, 
they would bring him feme ivory and camwood. Sometimes 
he accompanied them a mile or fo, and once joined the party, 
anxious to know by what means they obtained the flavcs.—• 
Having travelled all day, they came to a fmall liver, when he 
was told they had but a little way farther to go. Having 
croffed the river, they flopped till dark. Here Mr. Bowman 
(it was about the middle of the night J was afraid to go farther, 
and prevailed on the king’s fort to leave him a guard of four 
men. In half an hour he heard the war cry, by which he 
Underflood the had reached a town. In about half an hour 
more they returned, bringing from twenty-five to thirty men, 
women, and children, fome at the breaft. At this time he 
faw the town in flames. When they had re-croffed the river, 
it was juft day light, and they reached Scaffus about mid-day. 
The piifoners were carried to different parts of the town. 
They are ufually brought in with firings around their necks, 
and fome have their hands tied acrofs. He never faw any 
Haves there who had been convicted of crimes. 

He has been called up in the night to fee fires, and told by 
the towns people that it was war carrying on. 

Whatever rivers he has traded in, fucb as Sierra Leon, 
Junk, and little Cape Mount, he has ufually paffed burnt and 
deferred villages, and learned from the natives in the 
boat with him, thr.t war had been there, and the natives 

had 



( 9 ) 


had been taken in the manner as before deferibed, and carried 
to the fhips. 

•t* He has alfo feen fuch upon the Coafl: while trading at 
Grand Baffuu, he went on (hare with four black traders 
to the town, a mile off In the way, there was a town 
deferted, (with only* two or three houfes Handing) which 
feemed to have been a large one, as there were two fine 
plantations of rice ready tor cutting down. A little further 
on they came to another village in much the fame Hate. He 
was told, the firft town had been taken by war, there being 
many fhips then lying at bafifau : the people of the other 
had moved higher up in the country, for fear of the white 
men. In pa fling along to the trader’s town, he faw feveral 
villages deferted ; thefe, the natives faid, had been deftroyed 
by war, and the people taken out and fold. 

■ Sir George Young found flaves to be procured by war, 
for crimes real or imputed, by kidnapping, which is called 
panyaring, and a fourth mode was the inhabitants of one 
village feizing thofe of another weaker village, and felling 
them to the fhips. 

He believes, from two inftances, that kidnapping was 
frequently pra&ifcd up Sierra Leon River. One was that 
of a beautiful infant boy, which the natives, after trying 
to fell to all the different trading fhips, came along fide his, 
(the Phoenix) and threatened to-tofs overboard, if no one 
would buy it; faying, they had panyared it with many 
other people, but could not fel 1 it, though they had fold the 
others. He purchafed it for fome wine. 


The 
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The fccond was, a captain of a Liverpool (hip had goS 
as a temporary miHrefs, a girl from me king of Sierra Leon, 
and in (lead of returning her on llnne on leaving the coaft, 
as is ufually done, he took her away with him* Ol this 
the king complained to Sir Gw;ge Young very heavily, 
calling thisa&ion panyaring by tnc wimes. 

The term panyaring feemed to he a word generally ufed 
all along the epail where lie was, not only among the Eng- 
lHh, but the Portuguefe and Dutch. 

Captain Thompfon alfo fays, that at Sierra Leon he has 
often heard the word panyaring ; he has heard alfo that this 
word, which is ufed on other parts of the coaii, means kid¬ 
napping, or feizingof men. 

Slaves, fays Mr. Town, are brought from the country 
very diftant from the coaft. The king of Barra informed 
Mr. Town, that on the arrival of a fhip, he has gone 
three hundred miles up the country with his guards, and 
driven down captives to the feaTide. From Maraba, 
king of the Mundingoes, he has heard that they had marched 
flaves out of the country fome hundred miles; that tiicy 
had gone woodmar,.d::g, to pick up every one they met 
with, whom they dripped, naked, and if men, bound ; but 
it women, brought down loofe; this he had from them- 
felves, and aim, that they often went to war with the Bullam 
nation, on purpofc to get Haves. They boafted that they 
fhould loon haw a fine pared for the fhallops, and the 
fucccfs often nnfwcred, .Mr. Town has fecn the prifoners, 
(the men bound, me wo. ion and children loofe) driven 
tor fa’c to the watcr-Hde. He has alfo known the natives 
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go in gangs marauding and catching all they could. In the 
Galenas river, he knew four blacks fcize a man who had 
been to the (ea-fide to fell one or more Haves. This man 
was returning home with goods received in exchange for 
thefe, and they plundered and dripped him naked, and 
brought him to the trading IhaHop, which Mr. Town com¬ 
manded, and fold him there. 

He believes the natives alfo fometimes become Haves, 
in confcquencc of crimes, as well as, that it is no uncom¬ 
mon thing on the coaft, to impute crimes falfely for the fake 
of felling the perfons fo accufed. Several refpeClable perfons 
at Bance Ifland, and to windward of it, all t6ld Mr. Town 
that it was common to bring on * palavers to make Haves, 
and he believes it from the information of the Haves after¬ 
wards, when brought down the country and put on board 
the lhips. 

Off* Piccaninni Seftus, farther down on the Windward 
Coaft, Mr. Dove obferved an ir.ftance of a girl being 
kidnapped and brought on board by one lb n Johnfon, 
a black trader, who had fcarcely left the (hip, in his canoe,- 
with the price of her, when another canoe with two black 
men came in a hurry to the (hip, and inquired concerning 
this girl. Having been allowed to fee her, they hurried 
down to their canoe, and haftily paddled off. Overtaking 
Ben Johnfon, they brought him back to the (hip got him 


* * An African wrJ, which fgafa CwfertNca of ihg 

,A vrs on any public July cl, or as in this tlacc y accufations 
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upon the quarter-deck, and calling him tcefae, (which implies 
thief) to the captain, offered him for fale. Ben Johnfon re- 
monffrated, afking the captain if he would buy him, whom he 
knew to be a grand trading man ; to which the captain an- 
fwered, if they would fell him, he would buy him, be he 
what he would ; which he accordingly did, and put him into 
irons with another man. He was led to think, from this in- 
fiance, that kidnapping was the mode of obtaining flaves upon 
this part of the coaft. 

Lieutenant Storey fays, that Haves are generally obtained 
on the Windward Coaft by marauding parties, from one vil= 
lage to another in the night. He has known canoes come 
from a diftance, and carry off numbers in the night. He has 
gone into the interior country, between Baffau and the liver 
Seftus; and all the nations there go armed, from the fear of 
marauding parties, whofe pillages in thefe countries are term¬ 
ed war. 

At one time in particular, while Mr. Storey was on the 
coaft, a marauding party from Grand Seftus came in canoes, 
and attacked Grand Cora in the night, and took off twelve or 
fourteen of the inhabitants. The canoes of Grand Seftus car¬ 
ry twelve or fourteen men, and with thefe go a marauding a- 
mong their neighbours.—-Mr. Storey has often feen them at 
fea, out of fight of land in the day, and taking the opportunity 
«f night to land where theypleafed. 

Mr Falconbridge fuppofes the Have-trade, on thefe parts, 
to be chiefly fuoplied by kidnapping. On his fecond 
voyage to Cape Mount and the Windward Coaft, a man 
was brought on board, well known to the captain and his 

officers. 



( *3 ) 


officers, and was purchafed. This man faid, he had keen 
invited one evening to drink with his neighbours. When 
about to depart, two of them got up to feize him 5 and he 
would have efcaped, but he was flopped by a large dog. He 
faid, this mode of kidnapping was common in his country, 

In the fame voyage, two black traders came in a canoe, 
and informed the captain there was trade a little lower 
down. The captain went there, and finding no trade, 
faid he would not be made a fool, and therefore detained one 
of the canoe-men. In about two hours afterwards a very 
fine man was brought on board, and (bid, and the canoe-roan 
was rcleafed. He was informed by the black pilot, that 
this man had been furrounded and feized on the beech, from 
whence he had been brought to the (hip and fold. 


Manner of mailing Slaves on the Gold Coast.. 


LIEUTENANT SIMPSON (ays, from what he law 
he believes the (lave trade is the occafion of wars among 
the natives. From the natives of the Winward Coafl, he 
underftood that the villages were always at war; and the 
hlack traders and others gave as a reafon for it, that the 
kings wanted Haves, if a^ trading canoe along-fiJe Mr. 
Simpfon’s (hip, favv a larger canoe corning from, a village they 
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were at war with, they inilantJv (led; and foinctirncs with¬ 
out receiving the value ol liieir goods. On inquiry, he learn¬ 
ed their reafons to be, that if taken they would have been 
made flaves. 

f 

Mr. How dates, that when at Seam dec, fome order 
came from Cape Coaft Gallic. The fame afternoon feveral 
panics went out armed, and returned the fame night with 
a number of Haves, which were put into the repofitcry of the 
factory. Next morning he faw people, who came to fee 
the captives, and to requeft Mr. Marfh, the refident, to 
releafe fome of their children and relations. Some were 
releafed, and part fent oil' to Cape Coaft Caflle. He had 
tv cry reafon to believe, they had been obtained unfairly, as 
they came at an unfeufonable time of. the night, and from 
their parents rnd. friends crying and begging their releafe. 
He was told as much from Mr. Marfh himfclf, who faid 
lie did not mind how they got them, for he purchafed them 
fairly. He cannot fell whether this practice fubfifted before; 
but when he has gone into the woods he has met thirty or 
forty natives, who lied always at Ins'appearance, although 
they were armed. Mr. Marfh faid, they were afraid of his 
taking them prifoners. 


The fame Mr. Marfh made no lerupic alio of (hewing 
him the Hores of the fadory. They confined of different 
kinds of chains made of iron, as iikevrife an inftrument 
made of wood, about five inches long, and an inch in diameter, 
or Id's, which he was told by Mr. Marfh was thruft into a 
man s mouth hoiizontally, and tied behind, to prevent him 
from crying out when tranfported at night along the country. 


Do&ojr 
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V.Kb> r i i-ortcr fays, (hat the natives of thefe p:rtr are 
fo -. ci.nos Haves from crimes, hut the greater part of the 
Haves are, what are calico prifoners of war Of his whole 
cargo he recoilecb only three criminals; two foid ior adu!~ 
try, and one for witchcraft* whole when? family fhared his 
fate. One of the firft faid, he had been decoyed by a woman 
who had told her hufband, and he was fentt-nced to pay A 
Have ; but being poor was fold himfelf. Such ftratagems are 
frequent: the fourth mate of Dr. Trotter's fhip was fo dc-- 
coycd, and obliged to pay a Have, under the threat of Hopping 
trade. The laft faid, he had had a quarrel with a Cabolliccr, 
or great man, who in revenge acculed him of witchcraft* 
and fold him and his family for Haves. 

Dr. Totter having often alked Accra, a principal trader 
at Le Hou, what he meant by prifoners of war, found 
they were fuch as were earned off by a fet of marauders* who 
ravage the country for that purpofe. The bufh-men making 
war to make trade* (that is, to make Haves) was a common 
wav of fpeaking among the traders. The practice was al fo 
confirmed by the Haves on board* who Hiewcd by geftures 
how the robbers came upon them ; and during their palfige 
from Africa to the W eit Indies, fome of the boy Haves played 
a game which they called Have taking, or buih-fighting ; 
fhewing the different manoeuvres thereof, in leaping, tallying 
and retreating. Inquiries of this nature put to women, were 
anfwered only by violent burfts of forrow, 

He once law a black trader fend his canoe to take three 
HHiermen employed in the offing, who were immediately 
brought on board, and put in irons, and about a week after; 
Wards he was paid for them. Ke remembers another rm jh 
D % taken 



taken in the Tame way from on board a canoe along-jfide. 
The fame trader very frequently fern (laves on board in the 
night, which, from their own information, he found were every 
one of them taken in the neighbourhood of Annamaboe. 
He remarked that (laves fent off in the night, were not paid 
for till they had beed fume time on board, led, he thinks, 
they (Would be claimed ; (or fornc were really reltored, one 
in particular, a boy, was carried on (hore by fomc near rela¬ 
tions, which boy told him, he had lived in the neighbourhood 
of Annamaboe, and was kidnapped. 

There were many boys and girls on board Dr. Trotter’s 
(hip, who had no relations on board. Many of them told 
him they had been kidnapped in the neighbourhood of Anna- 
v maboe, particularly a girl of about eight years old, who 
faici, (he had been carried off from her mother by the man 
who fold her to the drip. 

Mr. Farconbridge was allured by the Reverend Philip 
Quakoo, chaplain at Cape Coaft Caftle, on the Gold Coaft, 
that the greateft number of Haves were made by kidnapping. 

He has heard that the great men on this part of the coaft, 
drefs up and employ women, to entice young men to be con¬ 
ceded with them, that they may be convicted of adultery 
and foldi 

Lieutenant Simpfon heard, at Cape Coaft Caftle, and 
other parts of the Gold Coaft, repeatedly from the black 
traders, that the (lave trade made wars and palavers. Mr. 
Quakoo, chaplain at Cape Coaft Caftle, informed him, that 
wars were made in the interior parts for the foie purpofe of 
getting (laves. 
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There are two crimes on the Goid Coaft, which fcenl 
made on purpofe to procure Oaves ; adultery, and the removal 
of fetiches.* A< to adultery, he was warned againft con- 
ne£ling himfelf with any woman not pointed out to him* 
for that the king kept feveral who were fent out to alure 
the unwary, and, it found to be conne&ed with thefe, 
he would be feized, and made to pay the price of a man 
flave. As to fetiches, conlifting of pieces of wood, old 
pitchers, kettles, and the (ike, laid in the path-way, he was 
warned to avoid difplacing them, for if he fhould, the na¬ 
tives who were on the watch, would feize him, and, as 
before, cxa6l the price of a man-Have. Thefe baits are laid 
equally for natives and europeans ; but the former are better 
acquainted with the laws, and confequently more upon their 
guard. 


Manner of making Slaves from the River 
Benin to the River Ambris. 


Mr. ELLISON fays, that while one of the (hips he be¬ 
longed to, viz. the Briton, was lying in Benin river, Capt- 
Lemma Lemma, a Benin trader, came on board to receive 


* Certain things of various forts , to zvhich the fuperjiitiui 
if rt }e country has ordered, for various reafovs, cm attention 
to l\e paid,, 
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cuftoms. This man being on the deck, and happening 
to fee a canoe with three people in it, eroding the river, 
difpatched one of his own canoes to feizo and take it. Upon 
overtaking it, they brought it to the fhip. It contained three 
perfons, an old man, and a young man and woman. The 
chief mate bought the two latter, but the former being too 
old was rchi fed. Upon this, Lemma ordered the old man 
into the canoe, where his head was chopped off, and he was 
thrown overboard. Lemma had many war canoes, fome of 
which had fix or eight fwivels; he feemed to be feared by 
the i eft of the nadves. Mr. Ellifon did not fee a canoe out 
on the river 'while Lemma was there, except this, and if 
they had known he had been out, they would not have come. 
He difeovered by figns, that the old man killed, was the 
father of the two other negroes, and that they were brought 
there by force. They were not the fubjects of Lemma. 

At Lenny, fays Mr. Falconbridgc, the greateft number of 
flavcs come from inland. Large canoes-, fume having a 
three or four pounder lafhed on their bovvjs, go to the up 
country, and in eight or ten days return with great numbers 
of llaves: he rrd once, to the amount of twelve hundred 
at one time. The people in thefe canoes have generally 
cutlalTes, and a quantity of mufkets, but he cannot tell for 
what ufe. 

Mr. Falconbridgc docs not believe that many of thefe 
Haves are prifoners of w^r, (as we underftoc-d the word war.) 
In Africa, a piratical expedition for making (laves, is termed 
war. A confulerable trader at Bonny, explained to him the 
meaning of this word, and faid, that they went in the night 
to fet tire to towns, and caught the people as they Fed from 

the 
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i'ie flames. The fame trader faid, that the pra£lice was 
very common. 

Mr. Falconbridge fays alfo, that in his third voyage, 
which was to Bonny, a woman was brought on board big 
with child. As (he attracted his notice, he allied her, by 
nv^RS of the interpreter, how flic came to be fold. Her 
reply was, that returning home from a vifit, fhe was feized, 
and after being palled through various hands, was brought 
down to the water fide, and fold to a trader, who afterwards 
fold her to the fhip. 

In the fame voyage, an elderly man brought on board, 
laid, (through the interpreter) that he and his fon were 
feized as they were planting yams, by protefled kidnappers, 
by which he means, perfons who make kidnapping their 
conftant practice. 

Or his laft voyage, which was alfo to Bonny, a canoe 
came along fide his veffel, belonging to a noted trader in 
flaves, from which a fine flout fellow was handed on board, 
and fold. Mr. Falconbridge feeing the man amaze.; 
confounded, when he difeovered himfe'f to be a flaw, 
of him, by means of an interpreter, vhy lie was 11/J.. In 
replied, that he had had occaflon to conic to Bonnv, to this 
trader’s houfe, who afked, if he had ever feen a fliip. Re¬ 
plying no, the trader Raid, he would feat him with the fight 
of one. The man confenting, faid he was thereupon 
brought on board, and thus treacheroufly fold. Ail the 
(laves Mr. Falconbridge ever talked to by means of interpre ¬ 
ters, faid they had been (lolen, 

Mr Douglas, when afhore at Bonny Point, law a youm<- 
woman come out of the wood to the water-fide to bathe! 

Soon 
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Soon afterwards two men came from the wood, feizcd, 
bound, and beat her for making refinance, and bringing her 
to him, Mr. Douglas defired him to put her on board, 
which he did ; the captain’s orders were, when any body 
brought down Haves, initantly to put them off to the fhip. 

When a (hip arrives at Bonny, the king fends his|;vai 
eanoea up the rivers, where they furprife all they can lay hold 
of. They had a young man on board, who was thus cap¬ 
tured with his father, mother, and three fitters. The young 
man afterwards in Jamaica having learnt Englitti, told Mr. 
Pouglas thp ftory, and faid it was a common practice. 
Thefe war canoes are always armed. The king’s canoes 
came with flaves openly in the day ; others in the evening, 
with one or two (laves bound, iying in the boat’s bottom, 
covered with matts. 

Mr. Morly itates, that in Old Calabar, pctfons are fold 
as Haves for adultery and theft. On pretence of adultery, he 
remembers a woman fold. 

He has been told alfo by the natives at Calabar, that 
they took (laves in what they call war, which he found was 

ctiivj die vilkgcs in confufion, and catching them as they 
could. A man on board the (hip he was in, (hewed how he was 
taken at night by furprife, and faid his wife and children 
were taken with him, but they were not in the fame (hip, 
Mr. Morky had reafon to think, from the man’s words, 
that they took nearly the whole village, that is, all thofe that 
could not get away. 

Captain Hall fays, when a (hip arrives at Old Calabar, 
*>r the River Del-Rec, the traders' always go up into ties 
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country for flaves. They go in their war canoes, ami tafee 
with them fome goods, which they get previoufty from th,e 
ihips, 

He has feen from three to ten canoes in a fleet, each 
with from forty ta fixty paddlers, and twenty or thirty 
traders, and other people with mufkets, fhppofe one to each 
man, with three or four pounders la died on the bow of 
the canoe. They are generally abfent from ten days to 
three weeks, when they return with a number of flaves 
pinioned, or chained together^ 

Captain Hall has often afked the mode of procuring flaves 
inland, and has been told by the traders, that they have 
been got in war, and fold by the perfons taking them* 

Mr. J. Parker fays, he left the fhip to which he belonged 
at Old Calabar, where being kindly received by the king’3 
ion, he (laid with him on the continent for five months. 
During this time he was prevailed upon by the king’s fon* 
to accompany him to war*. Accordingly, having fitted 
out and armed the canoes, they went up the river Calabar, 
In the day time they lay under the buflies when they ap-. 


* The reader is earnejily requcjlcd to take notice h that the- 
word war, as adopted into the African language, mean* in, 
general, robbery, cr a marauding expedition, for the put.pofe 
of getting flaves. Two noted black traders are found them! elves 
to have explained the term to two of the evidences, (I rotter 
and ■Fahonbridgc,) and it appears decidedly by the accounts of 
H'adjlrom , Town, Bowman, Storey , Mot ley, and J. Parker , 
ihaf the. cat/king of men is denominated by (f dfricans to 
be war. 



( « ) 


pr-oachcd a village, but at night flew up to it, and took hold 
of every one they could fee ; thefe they handcuffed, brought 
down to the canoes, and fo proceeded up the river till they 
got to the amount of forty-five, with whom they returned to 
New-tovvn, where fending to the captains pf the Hupping, 
they divided them among the (hips. 

About a fortnight after this expedition, they went again, 
and were out about eight or nine days, plundering other 
villages higher up the river. They feized on much the fame 
number as before, brought them to New-tovvn, gave the 
fame notice, and difpofed of them as before among the fhips. 

They took rnan, woman and child, as they could catch 
them in the houfes, and -except fucking children, who went 
with their mothers, there was no care taken to prevent the 
reparation of the children from the parents when fold. 
When fold to the Englifh merchants they lamented, and 
cried that they vvere taken away by force. 

The king at Old Calabar was certainly not at war with 
the people up this river, nor had they made any attack 
upon him. It happened that flaves were very flack in the 
back country at that time, and were wanted when he went 
on thefe expeditions. 

Mr. Falconbridge thinks crimes are faifely imputed, for 
the fake of felling the accufed. On the fecond voyage at the 
river Ambris among the Haves brought on board was one 
who had the craw craw, a kind of itch. He was told by 
enc of the Tailors, that this man was fifhing in the river, 

whei^ 



when a king’s officer called Mambouka, wanted brco-iy am- 
bther goods in tile boat, but having no Have to buy t f avu\ 
with, accufed this man of extortion in the file of his filh, 
and after fome kind of trial on the beach, condemned him 
to be fold. He was told this by the boat s crew, who were 
afhore when it happened, who told it as of their own 
knowledge. 

Befides the accounts juft given, from what the above wit- 
riefles faw and heard on the coaft of Africa, as to the different 
methods of making ilaves, there are others contained in the 
evidence, which were learnt from the mouths of the flavei 
themfelves, after their arrival ih the Weft Indies; 

Some of ihefe have informed feveial of the witneffes dii 
this occafton, that were taken in war, (Hall and Wooirich) 
others* that they Were taken by furprife in the towns, of 
while at work ih their fields (Hall,) or as they were (haggling 
from their huts, or cultivating their iand6 {Dairy mple,) of 
tending their corn (Wooirich:) others,' that they were taker! 
by atttied canoes up the fiVets (Douglas,) others,' by ftrata- 
gem (Cook,) or kidnapped (Rev. Mr. Davies* Dean of 
Middleham, Mr.'Fitzmaurice,) which kidnapping prevailed 
in the inland parts at a great diftancc from the (hore (Dr: 
Hamfors,j and was with fome a profdfed occupation, and 
a common pra&ice (Falconbridge and Clappefon.) 


E j? 


CHAP 



CHAP. II. 


Europeans, by means of the Trade in Slaves, the Occafton of 
thefe Enormities.—Sometimes iife additional Means to 
excite the Natives to practice them.—Often attempt theni- 
felves to Jleal the Natives, and fucceed.—Force Trade as 
they pleajc) and are guilty of Injujflice in their Dealings. 


Europeans occasion Enormities by Means of 
the Trade in Slaves. 


TT H E Moors (fays Mr. Kiernan;) have always a ftrong 
inducement to go to war with the negroes, mod of the Euro¬ 
pean goods they obtain, being got in exchange fer Haves. 
Hence deflation and wade. 

Mr. Town obferves, that the intercourfe of the Africans 
with the Europeans, has improved them in roguery, to 
plunder and (teal, and pick up one another to fell, 


Dote 
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JPo£for Trotter afking a black trader, what they mad*? 
<jf their Haves when the French and Englifh were at war* 
was anfwered,. that when fhips ceafed to come. Haves ceafegl 
to be taken. 

Mr. Ifaac Parker fays, that the king of Old Calabar 
was certainly hot at war with the people up that river, nor 
had they made any attack on him. It happened that Haves 
Were very Hack in the back country at this time, and were 
Wanted when he went on the expeditions, deferibed in a 
former page. 


Additional Means used to excite the Natives 
to occasion Enormities. 


Mi'. WADSTROM fays, that king Barhafin, while hr, 
Mr. Wadftrom, was at Joel, was unwilling to pillage his 
fubje&s, but he was excited to it by means ol a conUant in¬ 
toxication, kept up by the French and Mulattoes of the 
embafly, who generally agreed every morning on taking this 
method to effect their puroofe. When fober, lie always 
exprefled a relu&ance to harrafs his people. Mr. Wad- 
ftrom alfo heard the king hold the fame language on differ¬ 
ent days, and yet he afterwards ordered the pillage to be exe¬ 
cuted. Mr. Wadftrom has no doubt, but that he alfo pillages 
in other parts of his dominions, fince it i* the cuftam of the 
mulatto merchants (as both they and the. French officers 

declare) 
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declares) when they want flaVes, to go to the kings, ind 
excite them to pillages, which are ufually pra&ifed on all 
that part of the eoafh 

The French Senegal Company alfo, in order to bbtaiii 
their compliment of slaves, had reoourfe to their ufuai 
method on fimilar occalions, viz. of bribing the Moors, and 
fupplying them with arms and ammunition, to feize king 
jDalmammy’i? fubjeib. Bj January 12th, 2788* when Mr. 
Wadffxom arrived at Seunegal* fifty had been taken whom 
the king defired to ranfom, but they had been all difpatched 
to Cayenne. Some were brought in every day afterwards 
and put in the company’s flave-hold, in a miferable ftate, 
the greater part being badly wounded by fabres and friufket- 
balls. The director of the company conducted Mr. Wad- 
ftrdm there, with Dr. Spaarman; whom he confulted as a 
medical man in their behalf. Mr. Wadftrom particularly 
remembers one lying in his blood, which flowed from a 
wound made by a ball in his fhoulder; 

Mr. Dalrymple underftood it common for European 
traders to advance goods to Chiefs, to induce therri to Seize 
their fubje&s or neighbours. Not one of the mulatto traders 
at Goree ever thought of denying it. 

Mr, Bowman having fettled at the head of Scaflus river, 
informed the king, and others, that he was come to refide as 
a trader* and that his orders were; to fupply thent with powder, 
and ball, and to encourage then to go to wat. They anfwered, 
they would go to war in two or three days. By this time 
they came to the factory, laid they were going to war, and 
wanted powder, ball, rum and tobacco. When thefe were 
given them, they went off' to the number of from tWenty- 

ftve 
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five to thirty, and in fix or feven days, a part of them returned 
with three haves. 

In 1769, (fays Lieut. Storey) Captain Paterfon, of 4 
Liverpool (hip, lying off Briftol town, fet two villages at 
variance, and bought prifoners, near 3 dozen, from both (ides. 

Mr. Morley owns, with fhame, that he has made the 
natives drunk, in order to buy a good man or woman (lave, 
to whom hr: has found them attached. Ho has feen this 
done by others, Captain Hildebrand, commanding a hoop 
of Mr. fame's bought one of the wives of 4 man, whom he 
had previoufly made drunk, and who wiftred to redeem her, 
when fober next day, as did the perfon, he (Mr. Morley) 
bowghi the man of, but neither of them was given up. He 
fuppofes they would have given a third more than the price 
paid, to have redeemed thorp. 

Sir Geoige Young fays, that when at Annamaboe, at 
Mr. Brue’s, a very great merchant there, Mr. Brue had two 
hoftages, kings fons, for payment for arms, and all kinds ot 
military (lores, which he had fupplied to thetwokin^s, 
who were at war with each other, to procure (laves for fix 
or feven (hips, then lying in the road. The prifoners on both 
jfjdes were brought down to Mr. Brue, and fent to the (hips. 

Mr. J. Parker has known prefents made by the captains 
m the black traders, to induce them to bring fiaves. Cap¬ 
tain Colley in particuL gave them feme pieces of cannon, 
which he himfelf faw landed, 

Euro- 
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p/IRGPEA \'<5 FREQUENTLY ATTEMPT TO CARRY OFF 
THE NATIVES, AND SOMETIMES SUCCEED. 


ON the fiibjecl of Europeans attempting to carry off 
the natives, General Rooke fays, that it was propofed to 
him by three captains of Englifh (lave (hips, lying under 
the fort of Goree, to kidnap a hundred, or a hundred and 
fifty, men, women and children, king Damal’s fubje&s, 
who had come to Garee in confcqucace of the friendly in- 
tercourfe between him and Darns?. He refufed, and was, 
much (Locked by the propofition. They faid, fuch things- 
had been done by a former governor, but the chief Maraboo 
at Rufifk did not recollect any fuch event. 

Mr. Wadftrom was informed a* Gorec, by Captain Wig 
r.ic, from Rochelle, who was juft arrived from the. river 
Gambia, that a little before his -departure from that river, 
three Englifh veiTels were cut off by the natives, owing to 
*he captain of one of them, who had his cargo, being tempt¬ 
ed by a (air wind, to (ail away with feveral of the free 
negroes, then drinking with the crew. Soon afterwards the 
wind changed, and he was driven back, feized and killed, 
with all his crew, and thofe of the two other veffels. Mr. 
\VaJd.om has, by accident, met with the infurer of two 
vff the to wilels in London, who confirmed the above fa£b.*- 

Captain 


fnv, in the month of April, Jygu in St . 
f (d, a. young lad, the only cm of the three 
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Captain Hills fays, a man at Gambia, who Called • -h\m» 
felf a prince’s brother, had been carried off to the Will* 
Indies, by an Englifh fhip, but imLng his cafe known to 
the Governor, was feni by him to Europe, Captain Hills 
was advifed not to go on fhore at Gambia, by the merchant* 
there, for fear of being taken by the natives, who owed the 
Englifh a grudge for fome injuries received. 

Mr. John Bowman fays, that when a mate under Captain 
Strangeways, the (hip then lying; in the river S. Leon, at 
Whiteman’s Bay, ready to fail, he was fent on (bore to 
invite two traders on board. They came and were fhewn 
into the cabin. Mean lime people were employed in 
felting in the fails, it Wing almoft night, and the Jand b reel ft 
making down the river. When they had weighed anchor, 
and got out to fea, Mr. Bowman was called down by the 
captain, who, pointing to the fail-cafe, delired him to look 
?nto it, and fee what a fine prize he had got. J'o his fur- 
prife, he faw, lying faft afleep, the two men who had come 
on board with him, the captain having made them drunk, 
and concealed them there. When they awoke, they were 
fent upon deck, ironed, and put forward among the other 
[ Slaves. On arriving at Antigua they were fold. 

The Rev. .Mr. Nevrton has known fhips and boats cut 
off at Sherbro, ufually in retaliation. 

Once when he was on fhore, the traders fuddenly put 
him into his loag-boat, telling him that a (hip juft pafled, had 


trews that was fuffered to cfcape upm this occnfioft, After 
having been for months in confinement up the country, he ivai 
brought off by accident by an Engl’jb jhip . 

F earned 
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carried off two people* Had it been known in the town,, 
he would have been detained. He has known many other 
fuch inftances, but after thirty frx years, he cannot fpecify 
them. It was a general opinion, founded on repeated and 
indifputable taels, that depredations of this fort were fre¬ 
quently committed by the Europeans, 

Mr. Newton has fometimes found a!! trade flopped, and 
the depredations of European traders have been affigned 
by the natives as the caufe, and he has more than once or 
twice made up breaches of this kind between the fhips and 
the natives. 

He believes feveral captains of Have ihips were honeft 
humane men; but he has good reafon to think, they were 
not all fo. The taking off flaves by force has been thought 
moft frequent in the laft voyages of captains. Ke has often 
heard matters and officers eXprefs this opinion. Depredati¬ 
ons and reprifats made to get them were fo frequent, that 
the Europeans and Africans were in a fpirit of mutual diftruft. 
He does not mean that there were no depredations except 
in their laft voyages. He has known Liverpool and Briftol 
ihips materially injured from the condu£t of feme fhips, 
from the fame ports, that had left the coaft. It is a fa£I, 
that fome captains have committed depredations in their laft 
voyages who have not been known to have done it before. 

Mr. Town was once prefent with part of the crew of 
hts fhip, the Sally, at an expedition undertaken by the 
whites ior feizing negroes, and joined by other boats to 
receive thofe they could catch. To prevent all alarm, they 
bound the mouths of the captives with oakum and handker¬ 
chiefs. 
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chiefs, One woman (hrieked, and the natives turned out 
in defence. He had then five of them tied in the boat, 
and the other boats were in readinefs to take in what more 
they could get. All his party were armed, and the men of 
the town purfued them with firft a fcattering, and at length 
a general fire, and feveral of the men belonging to the boats, 
he has reafon to believe, were killed, wounded, or taken, as 
he never heard of them afterwards. He was wounded him- 
feif. The flaves he had taken were fold at Charleftown, 
South Carolina. The natives had not previoufly committed 
any hoflilities againft any of the fhips, whofe boats were 
concerned in this tranfaflion. They owed goods to the 
captain, for which he refolved to obtain ilaves at any rate. 
He has had feveral fiiip-mates, who have themfelves told 
him, they have been concerned in fimilar tranfa&ions, and 
have made a boaft of it, and who have been wounded alfo, 

Mr. Falconbridge was informed by Captain Gould, of 
the Alert, that he had carried off a man from Little Cape 
Mount. 

/ 'Mr. Story believes, the natives of the Winward Coaft 
* are often fraudulently carried off by the Europeans, He 
has been told by them, that they had loft their friends at 
different times, and fuppofed them taken by European fiiips 
going along the coaft. He has himfelf taken up canoes at 
fea, which were challenged by the natives, who fuppofed 
the men in them had been taken off the day before by a 
Dutchman. 

When once at anchor, in his boat, between the river 
Seftus and Settra Crue, he prevented the crew of a bug- 
F 2 beat 
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boat, belonging to a Dutchman, then lying off fhorc, fronts 
being cut off by the natives, who ga,ve as a reafon for their 
intentions, that a fhip of that country *fome- days- before, 
had taken off four men belonging to the place. 

Afterward.?, in 1768, being in a boat with UVo other white 
perfons, the natives attacked them. Both the former were 
killed,, and he himielf, covered with blood and wounds, was 
only fuffered to efcape, by conferring to give up boat and 
cargo, and go to Gaboon. The reafon the natives gave 
for this procedure was, that a fnip from Liverpool,' (one 
Captain Lambert) had . fometinie before taken a canoe tut* 
of their townfmen, and carried her away. He heard the 
fame thing confirmed afterwards at Gaboon. 

Mr. Douglas ftates, that near Cape Coafl, the natives 
make fmoke as a fignai for trade. On board his lhip, (the 
Warwick Caftle,) they faw the fmoke, and flood in fhore, 
which brought off many canoes. Pipes, tobacco, and bran¬ 
dy were got on deck, to entice the people in them on board. 
Tlie gratings were unlaid, the Have-room cleared, and every 
preparation made to feize them ; two only could be prevail¬ 
ed on to come up the fhip s fide, who flood in the main 
chains, but on the feamcn approaching them, they jumped 
off, and the canoes all made for fhore. 

The Gregfon’s people, while at Bonny, informed Mr. 
Douglas, that in running down the coaft, they had kidnapped 
thirty two of the natives. He faw ilaves on board that fliip 
when file came in, and it is not cuftomary forhhips bound 
to Bonny, to flop and trade by the-way. 


Mr. How 
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Mr. How fay?, that abreaft of Cape La Hou, feveraS 
canoes came along-fide of his Majefty’s {hip Grampus, and 
on coming on board informed the captain, that an Englifti 
Guinea trader, a fortnight before, had taken off fix canoes 
with men, who had gone off to them with provifions for 
trade. On coming to Appolonia he was alfo told by Mr. 
Buchanan, the refident there, that a Guinea-man, belonging 
to one Griffith, an Englifhman, and a natorious trader and 
kidnapper, between Cape La Hou and Appolonia* was then 
in that latitude. 

Captain Hall was told by captain Jeremiah Smith, that 
in 1771, a captain Fox had taken off fome people front 
the Windward Coaft. 

He fays alfo that the boat’s crew of the Venus, captain 
Smith, which had been fent to Fernandipo for yams from 
Calabar, enticed a canoe to come along-fide, that had about 
ten men in her. As foon as fhe got near, the boat’s crew 
fired into her, on which they jumped overboard : fome v/ere 
wounded, and one was taken out of the water, and died in 
Sefs than an hour in the boat: two others were taken up un¬ 
hurt, and carried to Old Calabar to the fhip. Captain Smith 
was angry at the officer for this procedure, and fent back the 
two men to the bay, from whence they had been taken. 
Immediately after the boat had committed this depredation* 
Captain Hall happened to go into the fame bay in his own 
fnip’s long boat, and fending on ffiore two men to fill water, 
they were furrounded by the natives, who drove three fpears 
into one of the men, and wounded the other with a large flick, 
in confequence of taking away the two men jufl mentioned, 
It was faid that the crew had difputed with the natives on 
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fiiore, when trading with them for yams, but the former hail 
not done any of the boat’s crew any injury. 


Mr. Ellifon knew two flaves taken from the ifland of 
Fernandipo, by the Dobfon’s boat of Liverpool, and carried 
to Old Calabar, where the Jfhip lay. He went to the ifland 
for yams, a few days after the tranfa&ion, and fired, as the 
ufual fignal for the natives to bring them. Seeing fome of 
them peep through the bufhes, he wondered why they would 
not come to the boat. He accordingly fwam to the fhore, 
when fome of the iflanders came round him: an old man 
/hewed, by figns, that a fhip’s boat had ftolen a man and 
woman. He was then foon furrounded by numbers, who 
prefented darts to him, fignifying they would kill him, if the 
man and woman was not brought back. Upon this, the 
people in the boat fired fome fhot, when they all ran into 
the woods, Mr. Ellifon went to Calabar, and told captain 
Briggs he coold get no yams in conference of the two 
people being ftolen ; upon which captain Briggs told the 
captain of the Dobfon, there would be no more trade if he 
did not deliver up the people, which he at length did. As 
foon as the natives faw their countrymen, they loaded the 
boat with yams, goats, fowls, honey, and palm-wine, and 
they would take nothing for them. They had the man 
and woman delivered to them, whom they carried away in 
their arms. The Dobfon did not flay above ten or twelve 
days. This was the laft trip her boat was to make, when 
they carried off the two flaves, 

Mr, Morley fays, that when off Taboo, two men came 
in a canoe along-fide his veffel. One of them came up,. 

and 



and fat on the netting, hut would not. come into the (hip. 
The captain at length, indeed him, intoxicated him fovdth 
brandy and laudanum, that he tell in upon deck* Tho 
captain then ordered him to be put into the mens’ room, 
with a centry over him. The other man in the canoe, 
after calling in vain tor his companion, paddled off faft to¬ 
wards the fhore. The captain fired feveral mufket balls 
after him, which did not hit him. About three or four 
leagues farther down, two men came on board from another 
Canoe. While they were on board, a drum was kept beat¬ 
ing by the man who had been feized, to prevent his hearing 
them, or they him. 


He fays again, in fpeaking of another part of the Coaft, 
that captain Brigg s chief mate, in Old Calabar river, lying 
an ambufh to flop the natives coming down the creek, pur- 
fued Oruk Robin John, who, jumping on fhore, fhot the 
mate through the head* 


He fays alfo, of another part of the coafl, that a Mr* 
Walker, mafter of a floop, was on board the Jolly Prince, 
captain Lambert, when the king of Nazarfeth ftabbed the 
Captain at his own table, and took the Veffel, putting all 
the whites to death, except the cook, a boy, and he believes 
one man. Mr. Walker, being afked why the king of Na¬ 
zareth took this ftep, Laid, it was on account of the people, 
whom Matthews had carried off from Gaboon, and Cape 
Lopez the voyage before. Walker efcaped, by knowing 
ihe language of the country. 


Mr. Motley 
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IVIr. Morley failed afterwards with the fame Captain 
Matthews, to Gaboon River, where the chiets fans came 
on board him to demand what he had done with their fons, 
and the boys he had carried off, (the fame as Walker alluded 
to) and told him, that if he dared to come on fhore, they 
would have his head. 

As a further corroboration that fuch pra6iiees as the above 
take place, it appears in evidence, that the natives of the 
coaft and iflands are found cpnftantly hovering in their 
canoes at a diftance, about fuch vefleis as are pafhng by, fhy 
of coming on board for fear of being taken off, (Hall, 
Falconbridge, Claxtor., Bowman, &c.) But if they can 
difeover that fuch vefleis are not in the flave trade, but are 
xnen of war, they come on board readily, (Sir George 
Young) or withert any hefitation, which they would not 
otherwife have done, ( Mr. How) and in numbers, 
(Lieut. Simpfon) and traverfe the fhips with as much con-, 
fidence as if they had been on fhore, (Captain Wilfon.) 


Europeans force Trade on the Coast, 4ND are 

GUILTY OF GREAT INJUSTICE THEIR DE/mSGS 
JPVITH THE NATIVES. 


Mr. ELLISON fays, when he was lying at Yanama- 
jfoo, in the Gambia, (laves were brought down. The traders 
raifed the price. The captains would not give it, but 
thought to compel them by firing upon the town. They 
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fired red-hot fliot from the flop, and fet fevcral houfes on 
fire. Ail the lhips, fevcn or eight fired. 

Mr. Falconbridgc heard Captain Vicars, of a Briftol fliip, 
fay at Bonne}', when his traders were (lack, he fired a gun 
into or over the town, to frefhen their way. Captain 
Vicars told this to him and other people tiiere at the time 
but he has feen no inftance of it himfelf. 

Mr. Ifaac Parker fays, the Guinea Captains, lying in Old 
Calabar river, fixed on a certain price, and agreed to lie 
under a 50I. bond, if any one of them Should give more for 
{laves than another ■ in confequence of which, the natives 
did not readily bring Haves on board to fell at thofe prices ? 
upon which the captains ufed to row guard at night, to take 
the canoes as they palfed the fiiips, and (b [hipping the dives 
from getting to their town--, prevent the traders from getting 
them. Th.efe they took on hoard the different fhip-:, and 
kept them till the traders agreed to Have at the old prices. 

' 'Lieutenant Storey fays, that Captain Jeremiah Smith, in 
the London, in 1766, having a dilpute with the natives of 
New Town, Old Caiabar, concerning the dated price which 
he was to give for Oaves, for fevcral days flopped every canoe 
coming down the creek from New Town, and alfo fired 
feveral guns indiferiminateiy over the woods into the town, 
until he brought them to his own terms. 

Captain Hall fays, in Old Calabar liver, there are two 
towns, Old Town and New Town. A rivaifhip in trade 
produced a jealoufy between the towns; fo that through fear 
of each other, for a confiderabie time, no canoe would 
leave the towns to go up the river for daws, 
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This happened 1767. In tin's year feven fliips, of which 
five were the following —Duke of York, Bevan—Edgar, 
Lace—Indian ()ucen, Lewis—Nancy, Maxwell—and Can¬ 
terbury, Sparks—lay ofF the point which feperates the towns. 
Six of t!ie Captains invited the people of both towns on 
board on a certain day, as if to reconcile them : at the fame 
time they agreed with the people of the New Town to cut off 
ail the Old Town pee,pic who Oionld remain on board the 
next morning. The Oid Town people perfuaded of the fin- 
cerity of the Captain’s propofal, went on board in great 
numbers. Next morning, at eight o’Clock, one of the 
fliips fired a gun as a fignal to commence hoftilities. Some 
of the traders were fecured on board, fome were killed in 
refilling, and fome got overboard and were fired upon* 
When the firing began, the New Town people, who were 
in ambulh behind the Point, came forward and picked up 
the people of Old Town, who were fwimming, and had ef- 
caped the firing. After the firing was over, the captains of five 
of the fliips delivered their prifoners perfonsof confequencejto 
the New Town canoes, two of whom were beheaded along- 
fidc the fliips. The inferior prifoners were carried to the 
Weft Indies. One of the Captains, who had fecured three of 
the king’s brothers, delivered one of them to the chief man 
of New Town, who was one of the two beheaded along- 
fide; the other brothers he kept on board, promifing, when 
the Ihip was (laved, to deliver them to the chief man of New 
Town. His (hip was foon (laved, on account of his pro- 
mife, and the number of prifoners made that day ; but he 
refilled to deliver the king’s two brothers, according to his 
promife, and carried them to the Weft Indies and fold them. 
It happened in proccfs of time that they efcaped to Virginia, 
and from thence after three ye.i-s to Briltol, where the cap¬ 
tain who brought them, fearing he had done wrong, medi¬ 
tated carrying, or fending them back, but Mr. Jones of 
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Briftol, who had imps trading to Old Calabar, and hearing 
who they were, had them taken irom the flup, (where they 
were in irons) by habeas corpus. After inquiry how they 
were brought from Africa, they were liberated and put in 
one of Mr. Jones’ ibips for Old Calabar, where Captain 
Hall was, when they arrived in the lhip Cato, Langdon. 

So fatisfied were the people of Olu Town, in 1767, of 
the fincerity of the captains who invited them, and of the 
New Town people, towards a reconciliation, that the night 
before the mailacre, the chief man of Old Town gave to 
the chief man of New Town, one of his favourite women 
as a wife. It was faid, that from three to four hundred 
perfons w^ie killed that day, in the fhips, in the water, or 
carried off the coaft. 

The king efcaped from the fhip he was in, by killing two 

site crew who attempted to feize him. He then got into 
; one-man canoe, opd paddled to the fhore. A fix pounder 
bom one of the fhips ftruck the canoe to pieces ; he then 
|wam on fhore to the woods near the Ihips, a'nd reached his 
own town, though clofely purfued. It was faid he received 
eleven wounds from mufket Ihot„ 

Captain Hal!, in his firfl voyage on board the Neptone, 
had this account from the boatfwain, Thomas Rutter, who 
in 1767, had been boatfwain to the Canterberry, Captain 
Sparkes of London, and concerned in the above mafla£'re. 
Rutter told him the ftory exadfly as related, and never 
varied in it. He had it alfo from the king’s two brothers, 
who agreed exactly with Rutter. 

Captain Hall alfo faw at Calabar, in the poileffion of the 
kings two brothers, their depofitions taken at Briftol, and 
G 2 of 



of Mr. Floyd, who was mate of one of the flops when the 
transaction happened, but lie took i;o c opy. 


Mr. Millar fays, that :i quarrel happened between the peo¬ 
ple of Old and New Town, which prevented the ihips 
lying in Calabar river {nun being flaved. He believes in 
June 1767, Captain'S. Sparkcs, ('captain of his fhip the 
Canterbury ;) came one evening to him, and told him that 
the two towns fo quarreling, would meet on board the dif¬ 
ferent fiiips, and ordered him to hand up fome fvvords. 

The next day feveral canoes, as Sparkes had before faid 
came from both the towns, on board the Canterbury, 
Mr. Millar’s own Ship, and one of the perfons lb coming 
on board, brought a letter, which he gave Sparkes, imme¬ 
diately on receipt of which, he took a hanger, and attacked 
one of the Old Town people then on board, cutting him 
immediately on the arms, head, and body. The man fled, 
ran down the flops leading to the cabin, and Sparkes rtill 
following him with the hanger, darted into the boy’s room. 
Mr* Millar is fure this ciicumftanc® can never be effaced 
from his memory. From this room he was brought up by 
means of a rope, when Sparkes renewed the attack as be¬ 
fore on him, who, making for the entering part, leaped 
over board. 


This being concluded, Sparkes left his own fhip to go 
on boaul feme of the ether ihips, then lying in the river. 
Soon after he was gone, a boy belonging to Mr. Millar’s 
fhip, came and iuibruved him, (Mr. Millar) that lie had dil- 
ccvcrcd a man cuuc..il-u benind the medicine chell. Mr. 
Millar went oral Fund the mam He was the perfbn before 
mentioned to have brought a letter on board. On being 
diFuvcred by Mr. Miliar, he begged fer mercy, intreating 

that 
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that he might not be delivered up to the people of New 
Town. He was brought on the quarter deck, where Were 
Tome of the New Town people, who would have killed him, 
had they not been prevented. The man was then ironed, 
and conducted into the room of the men Haves. 


Soon after this tranfadlion, the captain returned, and 
brought with him a New Town trader, named Willy 
Honelly. On coming on board, he was informed of what 
had happened in his abfence, and Mr. Miller believes, in 
the hearing of Willy Honelly, who immediately exclaim- 
ted, “ Captain, if you will give me that man, to cur off 
his head, I will give you the^ bdl man in my canoe, and you 
fhall be llaved the firft ihip.” The captain, upon this, 
looked into Willy Honefty’s canoe, picked his man, and de¬ 
livered the other in his Head, when his Lead was immediate!v 
{truck off in Mr. Millar’s light. 

Mr. Millar believes, that fome other cruelties, belides 
this particular a< 5 t, were done, becaufe he faw blood on the 
llarboard-lide of the mizen-mafl, though he does not recoi¬ 
led! feeing any bodies from whence the b!o;n! might come • 
and others in other Ihips, bccaule he hcared feveral mulkets 
or piltols fired from them at the fame time. This affair 
might laft ten minutes. He remembers a four 'pounder 
fired at a canoe, but knows not if any damage was done. 

' As to other a els of injullice on the part of the Europeans, 
fome conf Jer frauds (fays Mr, Newton) as a neceflary 
branch of the Have trade. 'They put falls heads into pow¬ 
der calks; cut off two or three yards from the middle of a 
^iece of cloth; adulterate their limits, and Heal back articles 
given. Befides thefe, there (are others who pay in bottles, 

which 
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which contain but half the contends of the fample fhcwn 
_ (Wadftrom,) ufe falle ileelyards and weights ^ Bowman,) 

' and fell fuch guns as burl! on firing, fc- that many ot the 
natives of the Winward Coafl, are without their fingers 
and thumbs on this account (Lieut. Storey,) and it has 
become a faying, that thefe guns kill more out of the butt 
than the muzzle, (Falconbridge). 

Mr. Dairymple, while at Goree, remembers a fhip at¬ 
tempting to fail out of the bay with a number of flaves, 
without paying for them, but file was flopped by the guns 
the fort. 


CHAP. 



CHAP. III. 


The enfaved Africans come dejeBed on board—Caufe cf their 
Defection—Methods of confining , airing , feeding, and 
excrcifing them—Mode of flowing them , with its bad con - 
fequences—This Mode and its conjequences confirmed by 
another Species of Proof—Incidents on the Paffage — Man¬ 
ner of felling them when arrived at their defined Ports — 
Deplorable ftuation of the refufe orfichly Slaves—Separation 
of Relations and friends—Mortality m the Paffage, and 
frequently after file—Caufe s of their Mortality—Opinions 
of feveral of the Evidences on the Trade « 


Enslaved Africans come dejected on Board. 
Cause of their Dejection. 

T 

A HE natives of Africa having been made Haves, in the 
manner deferibed in the former chapters, are brought down 
for fa!e to the European IhipS. 


On being brought on bonnf, fays Dr. Trotter, they (hc!w 
figns of extreme dilhds and defpair, horn a feeling of their 
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fituation, and a regret at being tom from their friends and 
connexions; many retain thofe imprefiions for a long time ; 
in proof of winch the (laves on board his flop being often 
heard in the night, making an howling melancholy noife, 
exprefilve of extreme anguilh, he repeatedly ordered the 
woman, who had been Ins interpreter, to inquire into the 
caufe. She dil'covered it to be owing to their having dreamt 
they were in their own country again, and finding themfelves 
when awake, in the hold of a have fhip. This exquilite 
fenfibiiity was particularly obfervable among the women, 
many of whom, on fuch occafions, he found in hyfleric fils. 


IvIliTIIOD OF CONFIXING, AIRING, FEEDING, AND 
EXERCISING THE NEGROES. 


The foregoing defeription, as far as relates to their dejec¬ 
tion when brought on board, and the caufe of it, is confirm¬ 
ed by Hall, Wilfon, Claxton, Ellifon, Towne, and Fal- 
conbridge, the latter of whom relates an infiance of a 
young woman who cried and pined away after being brought 
on board, who recovered when put on fiiore, and who hung 
horfelf when informed flic was to be fent again to the fhip. 


Captain Hall fays,, after the firfi eight or ten of them come 
on board, the men are put into irons. They are linked two 
and two together by the hands and feet, in which fituation 

they 
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ihey continue till they arrive in the Well Indies, exeept 
fuch as may be fick, whofe irons are then taken off. The 
women, however, he fays, are always ioofe. 

On being brought up in a morning, fays Surgeon Will- 
fon, an additional mode of fecuring them takes place, for 
to the ihacklas of each pair of them there is a ring, through 
which is reeved a large chain, which locks them all in a 
body to ring-bolts fattened to the deck. 

The time of their coming up in the morning, if fair, is 
deferibed by Mr. Towne, to be between eight and nine, and 
the time of their remaining there to be until four in the 
afternoon, when they are again put below until the, next 
morning. In the interval of being upon deck, they are fed 
twice. They have alfo a pint of water allowed to each of 
them a day, which being divided is ferved out to them at 
two different times, namely# after their meals. 

Thefe meals, fays Mr. Falconbridge, confift of rice, 
yams, and horfe-beans, with now and then a little beef and 
bread. After meals they are made to jump in their irons. 
This is called dancing by the Have dealers, in every fhip 
he has been defired to flog fuch as would not jump. He 
had generally a cat of nine tails in his hand among the women, 
and the chief mate, he believes, another among the men. 

The parts, fays Mr. Claxton, to continue the account on 
which their fiiackles are fattened, are often excoriated by 
the violent exercife they are thus forced to take, o£ which 
they made many grievous complaints to him. In his fhip, 
H sven 
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even thoie who had the (lux, fcurvy, anti fitch cedimatoifs 
ivvellings in their legs, as made it painful for them to move 
at all , were compelled to dance by the cat. 

He fnys-alfo, that on board his (hip, they fomctimcs fung, 
hut not for their amufcment. The captain ordered them 
to (iyg, and they fung fongs of forrow. The fubjeCt of 
thefe fongs were their wretched fituation, and the idea of 
never returning home, lie recollects their very words upon 
thefe occafions. 

The above account of fhacklipg, mefiing, dancing*, and 
tinging the (laves, is allowed tly all the evidences as far as 
they fpake to the fame points, except by Mr. Falconbridge, 
in whofe fhip the (laves had a pint and a half of water per 
day. 


Mode of stowing them, with its bad Con- 

SEQUENCES. 


On the fubject of the do wage and its conferences, 
Dr. Trotter fays, that the (laves in the paflage are fo crowd¬ 
ed below, that it is impoffihle to walk through them with¬ 
out treading on them. Thofe, who are out of irons, are 
locked fpoonways, (in the technical phrafe) to one onother. 

* The neefffity of cxercife for health , is the reafon given 
for compelling the (lave: to dance In the above manner. 



It is the fir ft mate’s duty to fee them (towed in this way 
every morning; thofe who do not get quickly into then- 
places, are compelled by the cat of nine tails. 


When the fktittles arc obliged to be (hut, the gratings are 
not fufHcient for airing the rooms. He never himletf could 
breathe freely, unlefs immediately under the hatchway. He 
has feen the (laves drawing their breath with all thofe labo- 
rious and anxious efforts for life, which are obferved in ex¬ 
piring animals, fu bjedted by experiment to foul air, or in 
the exhaufted receiver of an air pump. He has alfo feen 
them when the tarpawlings have inadvertently been thrown 
over the gratings, attempting to heave them up, crying out 
in their own language, “Wc are dying:” on removing the 
tarpawlings and gratings, they wonld fly to the hatchway 
with all the fignsof terror, and dread of fuffocation. Many 
of them he has feen in a dying (late, but fome have reco¬ 
vered by being brought hither, or on the deck; others were 
irrecoverably loft, by fuffocation, having had no previous 
flgns of indifpofitiou, 

Mr. Fatcoubridge alfo ftates on this head, that when em¬ 
ployed in flowing the (laves, he made the mod of the room 
and wedged them in. They have not fo much room as a man 
in his coffin, either in length or breadth. It was impoifible 
for them to turn or (hift with any degree of cafe. He had 
often occafmn to go from one fide of their rooms to the other 
in which cafe he always took of his (hoes, but could not 
avoid pinching them ; he has the marks on his feet where 
they bit and feratched him. In every voyage, when the 
fliip was full, they complained of heat and want of air. 
Confinement in this lituation was fo injurious, that he has 
known them go down apparently in good health at, night, and 
found dead in the morning. On his lad voyage lie opened a 
H 2 ftout 
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ftout man who fa died* He found the contents of the thorax 
and abdomen healthy, and therefore concludes he died of 
fuffocation in the night. 

He was never among them below, for ten minutes together, 
but his fhirt was as wet as if dipt in water. 

* One of his /hips, the Alexander, coming out of Bonny, 
got aground on tine Bar, and was detained there fix or fevers 
days, with a great fwell and heavy rain. At this time the 
air ports were* obliged to be .(hut, and part of the gratings on 
the weather fide covered: aimoft all the men flaves were 
taken iii with the flux. The lafl time he went down to fee 
them, it was fo hot that he took off his fhirt. More than 
twenty of them had fainted, or were fainting. He got, how¬ 
ever, feveral of them hawied on deck. Two or three of 
thefe died, and rnoft of the reft before they reached the Weft 
Indies. He was down only fifteen minutes, and became fo 
ill by it, that he could not get up without help, and was 
difabled (the dyfentery feizing him alfo) from doing duty the 
reft of the palfage. On board the fame lb ip he has known 
two or ihree inftances of a dead and living (lave found in the 
morning fhackled together. 

The crowded ftate of the flaves, and the pulling off the 
fhoes by the furgeons, as deferibed above, that they might 
not hurt them in traverfing the rooms, are additionally men¬ 
tioned by Surgeons Wilfon and Claxton. The flaves are 
faid alfo by Hall and Wilfon, to complain on account of 
heat. Both Hall, Towne, and Morley, deferibe them as 
often in a violent perfpirat.ion, or dew fweat. Mr. Ellifon 
has feen them faint through heat, and obliged to be brought 
on deck, the fleam coming up through the gratings like a 

furnace, 



( 49 ) 


furnace. In Wiifon’s and Towne’s fhips, feme have gone 
below well, in an evening, and in the morning have been 
found dead; and Mr. Newton has often feen a dead and a 
living man chained together, and to ufe Jus own words, 
me of the pair dead. 


Mode of stowing them, and its consequences* 

CONFIRMED BY ANOTHER SPECIES OF PROOF 


To prove that this flowage, and ot coin fe that the confe¬ 
rences of it, muft unavoidably be as deferibed by the gen¬ 
tlemen above, the following fpecies of evidence and calcu¬ 
lation may be reforted to. 

Captain Parry, of the Royal Navy, was fent by Govern¬ 
ment in the year 1788, to meafure fuch of the (lave yeffels 
as were then lying at Liverpool, and to make a report of the 
lame to the Houfe of • Commons. In this report aije menti¬ 
oned, the names of tiie different veflels, and their refpe&ive 
dimenfions as taken by him. The firft of ihefe, as delivered 
in by himfelf, is the Brooke.;, and as fome one fhip muft be 
token to make out the proof intended, it will be lefs obje£U~ 
enable to take the firft that comes than any other. The di- 
menfions then of the Brookes, as reported by Capt, Parry, 
will be found as i» the annexed Plan. 


DIMEN- 
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D I M E N S 10 N S 

OF THE 

SHIP. 


Fat. he. 

.Length of the lower deck, gratings and bulk¬ 
heads included, - - 100 o 

Breadth of beam on the lower deck inlidc, - 25 4 

Depth of hold, from deling to ceiling, - 10 o 

Height between decks, from deck to deck, ~ 5 8 

Length of the men’s room, on the lower deck, - 46 o 

Breadth ot the men’s room, on the lower deck, - 25 4 

Length of the platforms in the men’s room, - 46 o 

Length of the platforms in the men’s room on 

each fide, « - - - 60 

Length of the boy's room, - - 13 9 

Breadth of the boy’s room, - - 25 o 

Breadth of platform in boy’s room, - 60 

Length of v/omen’s room, - - 28 6 

Breadth of women’s room, - - 23 6 

Length of platforms in women’s room, - 28 6 

Breadth of platforms in women’s room, - 60 

Length of the gun room on the lower deck, - 106 

Breadth of the gun room on the lower deck, - 12 o 

Length oi the quarter deck, - - 33 6 

Breadth of the quarter deck, - - - 19 6 

Length of the cabin, . - ~ 14 o 

Height of the cabin, - 6 2 

Length of the Halt deck, - - - i& 6 

Height of the Half Deck, - - 62 

Length of the platforms on the half deck, - 16 6 

Breadth of the platforms on the half deck, - 60 

Let 
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Let it new be fuppofed that thofe are the real dimenfi- 
ons of the fhip Brookes, and farther, that every man 
Have is to be allowed lix feet by one foot four inches for 
room ; cu'ery woman live feet ten by one foot four every boy 
five feet by one foot two, and every girl four leet fix by 
one foot, it will follow that the annexed plan of a Have 
velfei, will be precifely the defeription of the fhip Brookes, 
and of the exadl number of perfons neither more nor Ids 
that could be flowed in the different rooms. Now, if it 
be confidered, that the fhip Brookes is of 320 tons, and 
that if fhe is allowed to carry by Act of Parliament, four 
hundred and fifty four perfons, it is evident, that if three 
more could be wedged among the number, this plan would 
contain precifelly the number which the a£l directs; and if 
it fhould be farther confidered, that there ought to be in each 
apartment one or more tubs, as well as ftancheons to fup- 
porfc the platforms and decks, for which no deduction has 
been made, in order to give every poflible advantage in flow¬ 
ing ; then the above plan may be confidered as giving a 
very favourable reprefentation of the flowing of the negroes, 
even fmee the late Regulating A&. The plan therefore 
abundantly proves, that the flowage of thefe poor people, as 
well as the confeoucnces of it, muft have been as deferibed 
by the evidences above ; for, if four hundred aad fifty one 
flaves are put into the different rooms of the Brookes, the floors 
are not only covered with bodies, but thofe bodies adlually 
touch each other, what mud have been their fituation, when 
fix hundred were flowed in them at the time alluded to by 
Dr. Trotter, who belonged to this fhip, and fix hundred 
and nine by the ponfeffion. of the Have merchants in a fubfe- 
quent voyage. [* p. 52.J 


Inci- 
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Incidents on the Passage. 


To come now to the different incidents on the paffage. 
Mr. Faiconbridge fays, that there is a place in every (hip 
for the fick (laves, but therefore no accommodations for them, 
for they lie on the bare planks. He has feen frequently the 
prominent parts of their bones about the Ihoulder-blade and 
knees bare. 

He fays he cannot conceive any fixation fo dreadful and 
difgufting as that of the (laves when ill with the flux: in the 
Alexander, the deck Was covered with blood and mucus, and 
refembled a (lawghter-houfe. The ftench and foul air were 
intolerable. 

Tho Caves (hackled together, frequently quarrel. In 
each apartment there are three or four tubs placed tor their 
convenience ; thofc however at a diftance find it difficult to 
get over other (laves to tfeefe tubs; fometimcs if one wants 


[*] The ftuation of thefaves mujl be dreadful even on the 
prefent regulated plan: for their bodies not only touch each 
other , but many of them have not even rbom to ft upright; for 
when every deduction has been made , the height above the plat¬ 
form and below it , is in the Brookes but two feet jtven inches 7 
the average height in nine other vejfels, meafured by Captain 
Parry y zvas only five feet two inches; and in the Venus and 
Kitty f the faves had not two feet above or below the platforms. 

'The /laves immediately under the beams muft be in afill more 
dreadfulftuation. 

to 
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to go to them, his companion refufes to go with him ; it 
relaxed, he exonerates while difpunng over his ncighoours. 
This caufes great difturbance. 

He has known feveral (laves on board refufe fuftenance* 
with a defign to ftarve themfelves, Compulfion was ufed in 
every (hip he was in to make them take their food. He 
has known alio many in (lances of their refufing to take 
medicines when fick, becaufe they wilhed to die. A woman 
on board the Alexander, was dejedled from the moment (he 
came on board, and refufed both food and medicine j being 
alked by the interpreter what {he wanted, fhe replied, nothing 
but to die-—and fhe did die. Many other flaves expreffed the 
fame with. 

The fhips, he fays, are fitted up with a view to prevent 
flaves jumping overboard; notwithftanding which he hag 
known inftances of their doing fo. In the Alexander, two 
were loft in this way. In the fame voyage, near twenty 1 
jumped overboard out of the Enterprise, Capt. Wiifon, and 
feveral out of a large Frenchman .n Bonncy River. 

In his firft voyage he faw at Bonncy, on board the Emilia* 
a woman chained to the deck, who, the chief mate faid, was 
mad. On his fecond voyage, there was a woman on board 
his own (hip, whom they were forced to chain at certain 
times. In a lucid interval fhe was fold at Jamaica. He 
aferibes this infanity to their being torn from their conne.6th> 
ons and country. 

Defter Trotter, examined on the fame fubjed, fays, 
that the man fold with his family for witchcraft, (of which 
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he had been accufed, out of revenge, by a Cabofheer,,) re« 
fufed all (utterance after he came on board. Early the 
next norning it was found, he had attempted to cut his 
throat. Dr. Trotter fewed up the wound, but the following 
night the man hud not only torn out the futures, but had 
made a limit ar attempt on the other fide, trom the ragged 
edges of the wound, and the blood upon his finger ends, it 
appeared to have been done with his nails, for though ftri£t 
fearch was made through all the rooms, no inflrmnent was 
found. He declared, he never would go with white men, 
uttered incoherent fentences, and looked wifhfully at the 
Ikies. His hands were fecured, but perfifting to refufe all 
fuftenance, he died of hunger in eight or ten days. 

He remembers alfb an inftance of a woman who pcriflied 
from refufing food: (he was repeatedly flogged, and vi&uals 
forced into her mouth, but no means could make her fwallow 
it, and flic lived for the lafl four days in a ftate of torpid in-* 
fenfibility, 

A man jumped overboard at Annamaboe, and Was 
drowned. Another alfo, on the Middle Paffage, but he 
was taken up. A woman alfo, after having been taken up ? 
was chained for fome time to the inizen mall, but being 
let loofe again made a fecond attempt, was again taken up, 
and expired under the floggings given her in confequence. 


Mr. Wilfon, (peaking alfo on the fame fubje&, relates, 
among many cafes where force was neceflary, to oblige the 
(laves to take food, that of a young man- He had not been 
long on board before he perceived him get thin. On en- 
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cjulry, he found the man had not taken his food, and refufed 
taking any. Mild means were then ufed to divert him from 
his refolution, as well as promifes that he fhould have any 
thing he vvilhed for: but dill he refufed to eat. They then 
whipped him with the cat, but this alfo was ineffeftuab 
He always kept his teeth fo fad, that it was impoftiblc to get 
any thing down. They then endeavoured to introduce a 
Speculum Oris between them j but the points were too ob~ 
tufe to enter, and next tried a bolus knife, but with the fame 
tffeft. In this (late he was for four or five days, when he 
was brought up as dead, to be thrown overboard ; but Mr, 
Wilfon, finding life dill exiding, repeated his endeavours, 
though in vain, and two days afterwards, he was brought 
up again in the fame date as before. He then Teemed to 
wi(h to get up. The crew aflided him, and brought him 
aft to the fire-place, when, in a feeble voice, in his own 
tongue, he a(ked for water, which was given him. Upon 
this they began to have hopes of difluading him from his 
defign, but he again diut his teeth as fad as ever, and re- 
folved to die, and on the ninth day from his fird relufal he 
died. 

^' Mr. Wilfon fays it hurt his feelings much to be obliged to 
ufe the cat fo frequently to force them to take their food. In 
the very aft of chaftifement, they have looked up at him 
with a fmile, and in their own language have faid, “ pre¬ 
sently we fhall be no more.” 


In the fame (hip a woman found means to convey below 
the night preceding, fome rope-yarn, which (he tied to the 
armourer’s vice, then in the woman’s room. She fattened 
it round her neck, and in the morning was found dead, 
I a with 
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with hel- head lying on her flimilders, whence it appeared the 
ipuft have ufcd great exertions to accompliih her end. A 
young woman alfo hung hcrfelf, by tying rope-yarns to a 
batten, near her ufual lleeping-phce, and then flipping off 
the platform. The next morning fhe was found warm, 
and he ufed the proper means for her recovery, but in vain. 

In the fame fhip alfo, when off Annabona, a flave on 
the lick lift jumped overboard, and was picked up by the 
natives, but died foon afterwards. At another time, when 
at fea,. the captain and officers when at dinner, heard the 
alarm of a flave’s being overboard, and found it true, for 
they perceived him making every exertion to drown himlelf. 

put his head under water, but lifted his hands up: and 
thus went down, as if exulting that he had got away- 

Befidcs the above inftance, a man flave who came on 
board, apparently well, became afterwards mad, and at 
length died infane. 

Claxton, the fourth furgeon, examined on thefc 
points, declares the lleerage and boys’ room to have been in- 
fufficient to receive the flek:; they were therefore obliged 
to place together thole that were, and thofc that were not 
difea'eu, and in confequence the difeafe and mortality fpread 
more and moie. The captain treated them with more 
tendernefs than he has hoard was ufual, but the men were 
not humane. Some of the moft difeafed were obliged to 
keep on dock, with a fail fpread for them to lie on; This, 
in a little time, became nearly covered with blood and 
mucus, which involuntary nTued from them, and therefore 
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the Tailors, who had the difagreeable talk of cleaning the 
Tail, grew angry with the Haves, and ufed to beat them in¬ 
humanly with their hands, or with a cat. The Haves, in 
conTequence grew fearful of committing this involuntary 
a&ion, and when they perceived they had done it, would 
immediately creep to the tubs, and there fit Hraining with 
fuch violence, as to produce a prclapfus ani , which could 
not be cured. 

Some of the Haves on hoard the fame fhip, fays Mr. 
Claxton, had f.'ch an averfWi to leaving their native places, 
that they threw' themfelves over-board on an idea, that they 
fhould get bach to the ir own country again. The captain in 
order to obviate thi* idea, thought of an expedient, viz. to 
cut off the heads o r thof- that died, intimating to them, that 
if determined to o-o, they mud return without their heads. 
The Haves are accordingly brought rp to witnefs the opera¬ 
tion. One of thorn feeing wren on deck, the carpenter 
Handing with his hatchet up ready to ftrike off the head of a 
dead Have, with a vi !(nt exertion got loofe, and flying to 
the place where the nettinrs had been unloofed, in order to 
empty the tubs, he darted over board., The fhip brought to, 
and a man was placed in the main chains to catch him, 
which he perceiving, dived under water, and riling again at 
a diftance from the Hup, made figns which woids cannot 
deferibe, expreflive oi ids happincls in cfcaping. He then 
went down, and was fltn no more T his circumflance 
deterred the captain from t tying the expedient any more, 
and therefore he refolved f'r :hc fur.-re as lie faw they were 
determined to throw th -nf'Jves ovei board: to keep a ftri& 
watch; notwithftanding which, fome afterwards contrived to 

unloofe 
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unloofe the lafhing, fo that two a£iuaily threw themfelves 
into the Tea, and were loft ; another was caught when about 
three parts overboard. 

' All the above incidents, defcribed as to have happened 
on the Middle PaiTage, are amply corroborated by the other 
evidences. T he Haves lie on the bare boards, fays Surgeon 
Wiifon. They are frequently bmifed, and the prominent 
parts of the body excoriated, adds the fame gentleman, as 
alfo Trotter and Newton. Their being linked together, 
their quarreling, and the difficulty of their getti ;ig to their tubs, 
are additionally mentioned bv Hall and Newton. They 
feave been feen by Morley wallowing in their blood and ex*» 
Cfemeqt. Claxton, EUifon, and Hall deferibes them as re~ 
fqfingfuftenance, and compelled to eat by the whip. Morley 
has feen the pannekin dallied againft their teeth, and the 
rice held in their mouths, to make them fwallow it, till they 
were almoft ftrangled, and they have even been thumb- 
ferewed* with this view in the fhips of Town and Millar. 

The man alfo, fays the former, ftolen at Galenas River, 
(page 11 j refufed to eat, and perfifted until he died. 

A woman, fays the latter, who was brought on board, 
refufed fuftenance, neither would file fpeak. She was then 


* 71 ? /hew the Jeverity of this puni/hment, Mr. Dove fays 9 
that while two /laves were under the torture of the thumb- 
JcrewSj the jweat ran down their faces, and they trembled as 
under a violent ague-fit, and Mr. EUifon has known in/lances 
of their dying , a mortification having taken place in their 
thumbs in conjeyutnce of thefe fcrews. 


ordered 
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ordered the thumb-fcrew, fufpended in the mizcn rigging, 
and every attempt was made with the cat to comped her to 
cat, but to no purpofe. She died in three or for-c days after¬ 
wards. Mr. Millar was told that fhe had faid, the night 
before flie died, “ She was going to her friends. 1 ' 

As a third fpecific inftance, in another veffel, may be 
mentioned, that related by Mr. Ifaac Parker. There was a 
child, fays he, on board, of nine months old, which refufed 
to eat, for which the captain took it up in his hand, and 
flogged it with a cat, faying at the fame time, (i Damn 
you I’ll make you eat, or I’ll kill you.” The fame child! 
having fwelled feet, the captain ordered them to be put into 
water, though the (hip’s cook told him it was too hot. This; 
brought off the lkin and nails. He then ordered fweet oil 
and cloths, which Ifaac Parker applied himfelf to the feet ; 
and the child at mefs time again refufed to eat, the captain 
again took it up* and flogged it, and tied a log of mango- 
wood, eighteen or twenty inches long, and of twelve or 
thirteen pounds weight round its neck as a punifhment. 
He repeated the flogging for four days together at mefs time. 
The Iaft time after flogging it, he let it drop out of his hand. 
With the fame expreflion as before, and accordingly, in about 
three quarters of an hour the child died. He then called its 
mother to heave it overboard, and beat her for refusing. 
He, however, forced her to take it up, and go to the fliip s 
fide, where holding her head on one fide to avoid the fight, 
flie dropped her child overboard, after which • lhe cried fOi - 
many hours. 


Beflfles Inftances of flavcs refufing to eat, with the view 
of deftroying themfelves, and dying in confcquence of it, 

thofe 
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thofe of their going mad are confirmed by Town, and of 
their jumping overboard, or attempting to do it, by Towne, 
Millar, EUifon, and Hall. 


Other incidents on the pnfTage, mentioned by fomc of the 
evidences in their examination, may be divided into three 
kinds. 

The firft kind confids of in furred ions on the part of the 
flaves. Some of thefe frequently attempted to rife, but were 
prevented, (Wilfon, Towne, Trotter, Newton, Dalrym- 
ple,Ellifon,) others rofe, but were quelled, (EUifon, Newton, 
Falconbridge,) and others rofe., and fuceeeded, killing 
almoft all the whites, (Falconbridge and Towne.) Mr. 
Towne fays, that inquiring of the flaves into the caufe of 
thefe infurre&ions, he has been afked, what bufinefs he had 
to carry them from their own country. They had wives and 
children whom they wanted to be with. 

After an infurre&ion, Mr. EUifon fays, he has feen them 
flogged, and the cook’s tormentors and tongs heated to burn 
their flefh. Mr. Newton alfo adds, that it is ufual for 
captains, after infurre&ions and plots happen, to flog the 
flaves. Some captains, on board whofe fhips he has been, 
added the thumb-ferew, and one in particular told him 
repeatedly, that he had put flaves to death after an infurreo 
tion by various modes of torture. 

The fecond fort of incident on the paflage is mentioned 
by Mr, Falconbridge in the inftance of an Englifh veffei 
blowing up off Galenas, and mod of the men-flaves en¬ 
tangled in their irons, perifhing. 

The 
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The third fort is defcribed by Mr. Hercules Rofs, as 
follows. One inftance, fays lie., marked with peculiar cir¬ 
cling (lances o( horror, occ"-^:—About twenty years ago, a 
Jhip from Africa, with about four hundred (laves on board, 
(truck upon fome (hoals, called the Morant Keys, dilhnt 
eleven leagues, S. S. E. off the Eaft end of Jamaica. 
The officers and feamcn of the (hip landed in their boats, car¬ 
rying with them arms and provifions. The (laves were left 
on board in their irons and (hackles. This^iappened ill the 
night time. The Morant Keys con (ids of three fmali Tandy 
Iflands, and he underflood that the (hip had ftruck upon the 
fhoals, at about half a league to wimvard of them. When 
morning came, it wasdifeovered that the negroes had got out 
of their irons, and were bufy making rafts, upon which they 
placed the women and children, whilft the men, and others 
capable of fwimming, attended upon the rafts, whilft they 
drifted before the wind towards the ifland where the Teamen 
had landed. From an apprehenfion that the negroes would 
confume the water and provifions which the Teamen had 
landed, they came to the refolutlon of destroying them, by 
means of their fire arms and other weapons. As the poor 
wretches approached the fhore, they actually dedtoyed be¬ 
tween three and four hundred of them. Out of the whole 
cargo, only thirty three or thirty-four were laved, and brought 
to Kingfton, where Mr. Rofs faw them fold at puolic ven¬ 
due. This (hip, to the bed of his recollection, was con- 
figned to Mr. Hugh Wallace, of the pariih of St. Elizabeth’s. 

Mr. Rofs fays, in the extenuation of this maffacre, that 
the crew were properly drunk, or they would not have a£!ed 
fo, but he does not know it to have been the cafe. 

4 K Manner 
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Manner'of sf.lung them when arrived at the 
destined Ports. 


When the (hips arrive at their defined ports, the Haves 
are expofed to falc. ,Thcy are fold either by fcramble or by 
vendue, that is, public au&ion, or by lots. The fale by 
fcramble is thus deferibed by Mr. Falconbridge. <c In the 
Emilia, fays he, at Jamaica, the ihip was darkened with 
fails, and covered round. The men Haves were placed on 
the main, deck, and the women on the quarter deck. The 
perfons on Ihore were informed a gun would be fired when 
they were ready to open the fale. A great number of people 
came on board with tallies, or cards, in their hands, with 
their names upon them, and milled through the barricade 
door with the ferocity of brutes. Some had three or four 
handkerchiefs tied together, to encircle as many as they 
thought fit for their purpofe. In the yard at Grenada, he 
adds, (where another of his fhips, the Alexander, fold by 
fcramble) the women were fo terrified, that feveral of them 
got out of the yard, and ran about St. George’s town as if 
they were mad. In his fecond voyage, while lying at 
Kingfton, he faw a fale by fcramble on board the Trya!, 
Captain Macdonald. Forty or fifty of the flaves leaped into 
the fea, all of which, however, he believes, were taken up 
again.” This is a very general mode of fale. Mr, Baillie 
fays, it was the common mode in America where he has 
been. Mr. Fitzmaurice has been at twenty falcs by fcram¬ 
ble 
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ble in Jamaica. Mr. Clappefon never favv any other 
mode of fale during his residence there, and it is mentioned 
as having been pra&ifed under the infpe&ion of Morley and 
of Trotter. 

The Haves fold by public audlion, or vendue, are gene¬ 
rally the refufe, or Hckly Haves. Thefe are in fuch a Hate 
of health, that they fell, fays Baillie, greatly undei pride. 
Falconbridge has known them fold for five dollars each, 
Towne, for a guinea, and Mr. Hercules Rote, as low as 
a Tingle dollar* 


Deplorable situation of the refuse or sickly 
Slaves, 


THE flate of Hckly Haves is deferibed to be very de¬ 
plorable by General Tottenham and Mr. Hercules Rofs. 
The former fays, that he once obferved at Barbadoes, a 
number of Haves that had been landed from a Hi ip. They 
were brought into a yard adjoining the place of fale. Thofe 
that were not very ill we»e put into little huts, and thofe 
that were worfe were left in the yard to die, for nobody 
gave them any thing to eat or to drink; and feme of them 
l:«'cd three days in that fituation. The latter has frequently 
feen the very refufe, as they are termed, of the Haves of 
Guinea (hips, landed and carried to the vendue-mailers in 
K 2 a very 



( 64 ) 


a very wretched (late ; fometime': in the agonies of death: 
and he lias known inftanccs of their expiring in the piazza 
of the vendue-mafter. 


Separation of Relatives and Friends. 


Mr. Newton fays, that in none of the Tales he faw, 
was there any care ever taken to prevent fuch flaves as 
were relations irom being feparated. They were feparated 
as fheep and lambs by the butcher. ’I he reparation of rela¬ 
tions and friends is confirmed by Davifon, Trotter, Clap- 
-pefon, and Tovvne. Fitzmaurizc alfo mentions the fame, 
with an exception only to infants, but Mr. Falconbridge 
fays, that one of his captains, (Frazer) recommended it to 
the planters never to feparate relations and friends. He 
fays he once heard of a perfon refufing to purchafe a man s 
wife, and was next day informed the man had hanged 
Iiimfeif. 


Mortality on the Passage, and frequently 
after Sale? 


WITH refpeft to the mortality of Haves in the pallage, 
Mr. Falconbridge fays that in three voyages lie purchafed 

UQQp 
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no. ©, and loft 191; Trotter in one voyage, about-600, 
and lofl: about 7©; Millar, in one voyage, 490, and loft 
180; Ellifon in three voyages, where he recolledls the 
mortality bought 895, and lofl: 356. In one of thefe 
voyages, fays the latter, the Haves had the fmall pox. I11 
this cafe he has feen the platform one continued fcab: 
eight or ten of them were hauled up dead in a morning, and 
the flelli and (kin has peeled off their vvrifls when taken hold 

of. 


Mr. Morley fays, that in four voyages he purchafed about 
1325, and loft about 313. Mr. Towr.c, in two voyages, 
630, and lofl 115. Mr. Claxton, in one voyage, 250, 
and loft 132. In this voyage, he fays, they were fo ftreight- 
ened for provifions, that if they had been ten days more at 
fay, they muff cither have eaten the flaves that died, or have 
made the living flaves walk the plank, a term in nfe among 
Guinea captains for making the flaves throw themfelves 
overboard. He fays alfo, that he fell in with the Hero, 
captain Withers, which had loft 360 flaves, or more than 
half her cargo, by the fmall pox. The furgeon of the 
Hero told him, that when the flaves were removed from 
one place to another, they left marks of their fkin and 
blood upon the deck, and it was the moft horrid fight fie 
had ever fecn. 


Mr. Wilfon flates, that in his ft dp, and three others, 
belonging to the fame concern, they purchafed among them 
2064, flaves, arid lofl 586. He adds, that he fell in with 
the Hero, captain Withers, at St. Thomas’s, which had 
loft 159 flaves by the fmall pox, . Captain Hall, in two 
voyages purchafed 550, arid lofl no. He adds, that he 

has 
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has known fome (hips in the flave-trade bury a quarter 
fome a third, and others half o( their cargo. It is very 
uncommon to find (hips without fome lofs # in their 
(laves. 

Befides thofe which die on the paffage, it mufl be noticed 
here, that feveral die foon alter they are fold. Sixteen, 
fays Mr. Falconbridge were fold”by auction out: of the 
Alexander, all of whom died before the (hip left the Weft 
Indies. Out of fourteen, fays Mr. Claxton, fold from 
his (hip in an infectious ftate, only (our lived ; and though 
in the four voyages mentioned by Mr. Wilfon, no lefs than 
586 perifhed on the paffage, out of 2064, yet 220 addition¬ 
ally died of the fmali pox, in a verry little time after their 
delivery in the river Plate, making the total lofs for thofc 
fhips not lefs than 836, out of 2064. 


Cause of the Mortality. 


THE caufe of the diforders which carried off the (laves 
in fuch numbers, are aferibed by Mr. Falconbridge to a 
difeafed mind, fudden tranfitions from heat to cold, a putrid 


* Total pur chafed 7904, loft 2053, exclufnoe of the 
&sing about one fourth of the number pur chafed. The reader 
•mill ebferve y that Mr, Claxton fell in with the Hero on one 
voyage , and Mr. ff'ilfon on another. 


atmofjphere, 
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atmofphere, wallowing in their own excrements, and being 
(hackled together. A difeafcd mind, he fays, is undoubtedly 
one at the caufes; for many ot the (laves on board refufed 
medicines, giving as a reafon that they wanted to die, and 
could never be cured. Some few on the other hand, who 
did not appear to think fo much of their fituation, recover¬ 
ed. That (hackling together is alia another caufe, was 
evident from the circumftance of the men dying in twice 
the proportion that women did ; and fo long as the trade 
continues, he adds, they mull be (hackled together, for 
no man will attempt to carry them out of irons. 


Surgeon Wilfon, examined on the fame fubje£t, fpeaks 
nearly in the fame manner. He fays, that of the death of 
two-thirds of thofe who died in his (hip, the primary caufe 
was melancholy. This was evident, not only from the 
fymptoms of the diforder, and the circumftance that no one 
who had it was ever cured, whereas, thofe who had it nor, 
and were ill, recovered, but from the language of the (laves 
themfelves, who declared that they wi(hed to die, as atf<? 
from Captain Smith’s own declaration, who faid, their 
deaths were to be aferibed to their thinking £b much of 
their fituation. Though feveral died of the flux, he attri¬ 
butes their death primarily to the caufe before aftigned ; for, 
fays he, their original diforder was a fixed melaecholy, and 
their fynipioms, io'vuefs of fpirits and defpondency. Hence 
they r dine A food. This only increafed the fymptoms. 
The ftmmuh afterwards got weak. Hence the belly ached, 
enfold, and they were carried oif. 


Mr. Townc, the only other perfon who fpcaks o? the 
caufes of the di folders of the (laves, fays, they often fall fick, 

fornetirnes 
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fometimes owing to their crow led (late, bu** moftly to grief, 
for being carried away from their country an i friends. This 
he knows from inquiring frequently, (which he was enabled 
to do by understanding their language] into the circumftance 
of their grievous complaints.* 


Opinions of several of the Evidences on the 
Trade. 


As the trade may be faid to end on the delivery of the 
flaves in the Weft Indies, it may not be improper to ftate 
the opinion of fome o i the evidences concerning it. 

Mr. Wilfon ftates, that his reafon for quitting his late 
employment was, that he did not like to continue in a trade 
that did not perfe&ly coincide with his ideas, and was not 
to his fatisfa&ion, being obliged to make ufe of means for 
the prefervation of the cargoe, contrary to his feelings and 
fenfe of humanity. 


* It is evident from hence, that no regulation of the trade 
can heal the evils in this branch of tle fubjeSl. It can never 
cure melancholy or a difeafed mind. It can never prevent an 
injured people from rijingy if out of ire as, nor can it take away 
corrupted air, unlefs it reduce the number to be carried fo loiv, 
as not to make it worth the while 4 the jlave-merchants to 
transport them. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Falconbridge declares, that in his firft and feconcj 
voyage, he refleded but little on the juftice or injuftice o i 
the trade. In his laft voyage he reflected more,' and the 
more he did fo, the more he was convinced it was an tin- 
natural, iniquitous, and villanous trade, and he could hot Re¬ 
concile it to his confidence. This was the reafon for his 
leaving it. He adds, that he believes at the time he left it, 
that he could have gone again with Captain Frazer, if he 
had chofen it, and he was afterwards repeatedly folicked tor 
go to the Gold Coaft by Captain Thotnpfori.- 

Captain Wilfon declares from the whole of his expe¬ 
rience, as an impartial man, he has long fince formed art 
opinion, (which each fucceeding day’s experience has jus¬ 
tified and confirmed) that it is a trade evidently founded on 
injuftice and treachery, manifeftly carried on by oppreftiort 
and Cruelty* and not unfrequently terminated in murder. 


Captain Hall makes a declaration alfo, that when he 
left the trade he could have obtained the command of a fhip* 
in it,- which command at that time would have been a very 
lucrative one, but that he quitted it from a convidlon that 
la was perfectly illegal, and founded in blood. 


* 
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Africans, when bought , their general Efiimation and Treat¬ 
ment.—Thefe become either Plantation or in and outdoor 
Slaves.—Labour of the Plantation Slaves, in and out of 
Crop.—Their Days of Refl.- — Food — Cloathing — Houfes— 
Property—Situation of the in and out-door Slaves. — Ordi¬ 
nary Punifhment of the Slaves, by the Whip and Cow-fk'tn.—— 
Frequency andfeverity of thefe Pmijhments.—Extraordinary 
Punifhments of many Kinds.—The concern which the very 
women take in thefe ordinary and extraordinary Punifh - 
ments.—Th* different nominal Offences mentioned in the 
Evidence, which occafrn it.—Capital Offences and Punifh - 
ments.—Slaves turned off to flealbeg, or jlarve, when 
incapable of Labour.—Slaves have little or no Refrefs 
againfl ill Vfage of any fort.—Laws lately enabled, but not 
with an Intention toftrve the Slaves, and of little or no 

Uf*. 


TThE natives of Africa, when bought by the European 
Colonids, are generally efteemed, fays Dr. Jackfon, a fpecies 
of inferior beings, whom the right of purchafe gives the 
»wner a power of ufing at his will. Confidently with this 

definition 
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definition, we find the evidence aflerting with one voice, 
“ that they have no legal protedion againft their mafters,” 
and of courfe that “ their treatment varies according to the 
difpofition of their mafters.’' It their mafters be good men, 
fays the Dean of Middleham, they are well' off, but, if not, 
they fuffer. 

The general treatment, however, is deferibed to be very 
fevere. Some fpeak more moderately than others upon it, 
but all concur in the general ufage as being bad. Mr. 
Woolrich, examined upon this point, fays, that he never 
knew the beft mafters in the Weft Indies ufe his fhves fo 
well as the worft mafter his fervants in England ; that their 
ftate is inconceivable ; that it cannot be deferibed to the 
full underftanding of thofe who have never feen it, and that 
a fight of fome gangs would convince more than all words. 
Others again make ufe of words, “ ufed with great cruelty, 
like beafts cr worfe and the Dean of Middleham, after 
ballancing in Inis mind all his knowledge upon this fubjed, 
cannot fay, (Tetting afide on one hand, particular inftances 
of great feverity, and on the other hand, particular inftances 
of great humanity) that treatment altogether humane and 
proper was the lot of fuch as he had either obferved or 
heard of. 

; ,^q come to a more particular defeription of their 
treatment, it will be proper to divide them into different 
claffes The firft may be faid to confift of thofe who are 
bought for the plantation ufe. Thefe will be artificers of 
various deferiptions, and the * field flaves.—The fecond 


* Among thefe an again induded , watehmen, drivers, and 
head negroes. 

L 2 will 
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eonfift of what may be termed in, or out-dood flaves. 
The former are domeftics both in town and country, and 
latter, powers, fifyermen, boatmen, and the like. 


IrfABOUR OF THE FlELD-S ; LAVES OUT OF CROP. 


Th c '■ tx aves, whofe cafe is the firft to be confidered, 
j^c called out by day-light to their work. For this purpofe 
the (hell blows, and they hurry into the field. If they are 
not there in time they are flogged. When put to their 
work, they perform it in rows, and without exception, under 
the whip of drivers, a certain number of whom are allotted 
to each gang. By thefe means the weak are made to keep 
up with the ftrong. Mr. Fitzmaurice is forry to fay, that 
from this caufe many of them are hurried to the grave, as 
the able, even if placed with the weakly to bring them up, 
will leave them behind, and then the weakly arc generally 
fogged up by the driver. This, however, is the mode of their 
labour. As to the time of it, the begin, as before faid, at 
day-light, and continue, with two intermillions, (one for half 
an hour in the morning, and the other for two hours at noon} 
till fum-fet. 

The above defcription, however, does not include the whole 
of their operations for the day, for it is expected that they lhall 
grange about and pick grcfs for the cattle. It is clear from 
the different evidences* that the cuftom of grafs-picking varies 
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as to the- tkne ip which it is to be done, on different eftates, 
for on fome it is done, within tlte intervals of reft faid to be 
allowed at noon, and on others after the labour of the day. 
It is complained of however, in either cafe, as a great griev¬ 
ance, inafmuch as it lengthens the time of work; as alfo be- 
c:u:i", particularly in droughts, it is very difficult to find graft 
at all, and becaufc if they do, not bring it in Efficient quanti¬ 
ties, they are punifhed. .Graft-picking, fays Ca.pt. Smith, is 
one of the moll frequent caufes of puniffiment. He has feen 
fome flogged for not getting fo great a quantity of it as others, 
and that at a time, when he has thought it impoflible they 
could have gotten half the quantity, having been upon thefpot. 


Hard Case of the Women Slaves. 


It is impoffible topafs over in filence the almoff total want 
of indulgence which the women Haves frequently experience 
during the operations in the field. It is afierted by Dairymple, 
that the drivers in ufing their whip never diftingudh fex, As 
to pregnant women, and fuch as had children, Mr. Davies 
believes they were allowed to come into the field a little later 
than the reft. They did little work a iter they were four mondis 
gone with child, in the experience of Mr. Duncan. Dr. Kar- 
fifon alfo has known fome overfeers allow complaining preg¬ 
nant women to retire from work, but he has feen them labour¬ 
ing 
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ing the field, when they Teemed to have but a few months to 
go: they were generally worked as long as able. Much the 
fame work, fays Mr. Cook, was expected from pregnant 
women as others. He has Teen them holing till within a 
few hours of their delivery ; and has known them receive 
thirty nine tallies while in this hate. Mr. Wolrich thinks 
the pregnant women had Tome little indulgencies, but it was 
cuftomary far them to work in the field till near their time. 
The whip was occafionlly ufed upon them, but not To fe- 
verely as upon the men, Mr. Reeds obferving the gangs at 
work, law a pregnant woman rather behind the reft. The 
driver called her to come on, and going back ftruck her with 
the whip up towards her fhoulders. He afked another preg¬ 
nant woman, if fhe was forced to work like the reft, and (he 
faid. Yes. Sir G. Young adds, that women were confidered 
So mifearry in general from their hard field labour; and 
Captain Hall fays, that where they had children, they were 
lent again after the month to labour with the children upon 
their backs, and To little time afforded them to attend theij ; 
wants, that he has Teen a woman feated to give fuck to her 
child, roufed from that fituation by a fevere blow from the 
cart whip.* 


* In fome ejlates , tt is ufual to dig a hole in the ground, in 
which they put the bellies of pregnant zvomen , while they whip 
thnn, that they ?nay not excufe punifoment , nor yet endanger the 
life of the woman or child. (Dr , jackfon, Lieut. Davifon.) 


Their 



( 75 } 


Their Labour in the Crop Season. 


The above accounts of the mode and duration of the labour 
of the field flaves, are confined to that feafon of the year which 
is termed, “ Out of Crop,” or the time in which they are 
preparing the lands for the crop. In the crop feafon, how¬ 
ever, the labour is of much longer duration. Weakly 
handed eftates, fays Mr. Firzmaurice, which are far the 
mofl numerous, form their negroes in crop into two fpells, 
which generally change at twelve at noon, and twelve at 
night. The boilers and others about the works, relieved at 
twelve at noon, cut canes from fliell-blow, (half part one) 
till dark, when they carry cane tops or grafs to the cattle- 
penns, and then they may reft till twelve at night, when 
they relieve the fpell in the boiling-houfe, by which they 
themfelves had been relieved at twelve i;i the day. On all 
eftates the boiling goes on night and day without intermif- 
fion : but well handed eftates have three fpells, and inter- 
miftions accordingly. 


Mr. Dalrymple, fpeaking alfo of their labour in time of 
crop, fays, they are obliged to work as long as they can, 
which is as long as they can keep awake or ftand on their 
legs. Sometimes they fall aftecp through excefs of fatigue, 
when their arms are caught in the mill, and torn off. He 
law feverai who had loft their arm* in that way. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Cook (fates on the fame fubject, that in crop time 
they work in general about eighteen hours out of tne twenty- 
four, nd are often hurt through mere fatigue and want of 
deep. He knew a girl lofe her hand by the mill while 
feeding it, for being overcome by deep, (he dropped againft 
the rollers. He has heard of feveral inftances of this kind* 


Their Days of Rest. 


To this account of the labour of the daves, both in and 
out of crop, it mud be added here, that on fome cftates, it 
appears by the evidence, that they have Sunday and Saturday 
afternoon out of crop to themfelves, that is, to cultivate 
their own grounds for their fupport; on others, Sunday 
only ; and on others Sunday only in part, for fome people, 
fays the Dean of Middleham, required meat for the cattle on 
Sundays to be gathered twice in the day jand Lieutenant Davi- 
fon fays he has known them forced to work on Sundays for 
their mailers. It appears again, that in crop, on no ellates 
have they more than Sunday for the cultivation oi their 
lands. The Dean of Middleham has known them continue 
boiling the fugar till late on Saturday night, and in one 
inftance remembers it to have been protrafted till fun-rife 
on Sunday * morning *, and the care afterwards of fetting 
up the fugar jars mull have required feveral hours. 


* It appears , that they have three or four holidays in the year , 
l>ut the days arc not fpedfed. 

Th* 
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The point winch may be confidered next, may be that 
of the (laves Food. This appears by the evidence to be 
fubje& to no rule. On fome eftates they are ailowed land, 
which they cultivate for themfclves at the times mentioned 
above, but they have no provisions allowed them, except 
perhaps a ftnail prefent of fait filh, or beef, or fait pork, 
at Chrittmas. On others they are allowed provisions, but 
no land: and on others again they are allowed land and 
provifions jointly. , Without enumerating the different 
ratios mentioned to be allowed them by the different evi¬ 
dences, it may be fufficient to take the highefh The beft 
allowance is evidently at Barbadoes, and the following is 
the account of it. The Slaves in general, fays General 
Tottenham, appeared to be ill fed: each Slave had a pint 
of grain for twenty-four hours, and fometimes half a rotten 
herring, when to be had. When the herrings were unfit 
for the whites, they were bought up by the Planters for 
the Haves. Mr. Davies fays, that on thofe eSlates in Bar¬ 
badoes, where he has feen the fla/es allowance dealt out, 
a grown negro had nine pints of corn, and about one pound 
of fait fifh a week, but the grain of the Well Indies is much 
lighter than wheat. He is of opinion, that in general they 
were too fparingly fed. The Dean of Middleham alfo 
mentions nine pints per week as the quantity given, but 
that he has known matters abridge it in the time of crop. 
This is the greateft allowance mentioned throughout the 
whole of the evidence, and this is one of the cafes in which 
the Haves had provifions but no land. Where, on the other 
hand, they have land and no provifions, all the evidences 
agree that it is quite ample to their fupport, but that they 
have not fufficient time to cultivate it. Their lands too 
M are 
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are often at the diftahcc of three miles from thfeir houfesj 
and Mr. Giles thinks the (laves were often (6 fatigued by 
the labour of the week, as fcarcely to be capable of working 
in them on a Sunday .for their own ufe. It is al(o men¬ 
tioned, as a great hardship, that often when they had cleared 
thefe lands, their mailer has taken them away for canes, 
giving them new wood land in their (lead, to be cleared 
afrelh. This circumftancc together with the jretnoval of 
their houfes, many of them have fo taken to heart, is to 
have died. 

Whether or .no their food may be confidered fuf- 
ficient in general for their fupport, may be better feen frorri 
^he following than the preceding account. Mr. Cook 
fays, that they have not fufficient food. He has known 
both Africans and * Creoles eat the putrid carcafes of 
animals, and is convinced they did it through want. Mr. 
J. Terry has known them, on eftates, where they have been 
worfe fed than on others, eat the putrid carcafes of animals 
alfo. Dead mules, horfes, and cows, fays Mr. Coor, were 
all burnt under the infpeaion of a white man. Had they 
been buried, the negroes would have dug them up in the 
night to eat them through hunger. It was generally faid 
to be done to prevent the negroes from eating them, left it 
fhould breed diftempers. 


* All thofe born in the ijlands, are called Creoles .. Some 
have attributed the eating of the putrid carcafes of animals 't% 
the vitiated tajle of the flaves, contracted in their own country , 
hut the cinumjlanc’e of iff e eating them , ivho are born in the 
ijlands, totally difproves the allegation, and points out the real 
mufs as affigned above . 
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Befides thefe, there are proofs of a different nature. 
Giles, Coot , Captain Giles, Captain Smith, Davifon, 
Duncan, Harrifon. and Dairymple, agree, that many of 
the (laves in the Weft Indies were thieves, but they all. agree 
alfo in afferting, that they ftole in confequence of hunger, 
or being ill fed. The ufual objc£ls of their theft are faid by 
Terry, Clappefon, Duncan, Harrifon, and the Dean of 
Middleham, to be provifions or food. Where they were well 
fed, on the other hand, fays Davifon and Captain Giles, 
they # did not fteal, and where they were ill fed, fays Terry 
and Duncan, they ftole at the very hazard of their lives. 
JThe Dean of Middleham and Harrifon confirm this, by 
flating, that feveral in confequence of attempting to fteal 
provifions, have been brought home wounded, and almoft 
tut to pieces by the wa :hmen. 


Their Ceothing, Houses, and Property 


On the lubje& of their clothing, there is the fame vari¬ 
ation as to quantity as in their food. It depends on the 
difpofition and circumftances of their matters. The largtft 
allowance in the evidence is that which is mentioned by Dr. 


# There is a faying in the Weji Indies , (i that you never 
fee a negro but you fee a thiefa faying which has a tendency 
to hurt the negroes in the ejiimation of thoje voho Lear it, but 
whtch it is eafy to explain from the above accounts. 

M2 


Harrifon. 
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Harrifon. The men, he fays, at Chriffmas, are allowed 
two frocks, and two pair of Oznaburgh trowfers, and the 
women two coats and two fluffs a piece. Some alfo have 
two handkerchiefs for the head. They have no other clothes 
than thefe, except they get them by their own extra labour. 
Woolrich and Coor agree, that as far as their experience 
went, the matters did not expend for the clothing of their 
{laves, more than half a crown or three {hillings a year; 
and Cook fays, that they are in general but very indifferently 
clothed, and that one half of them go aimoft naked in the 
field. 

With refpe£t to their houfes and lodging, the accounts of 
the three following gentlemen will fuffice : 

Mr. Woolrich ftates their houfes to be fmall fquare huts, 
built with poles, and thatched at the top and Tides with a 
kind of bamboo, and built by the flaves themfelves. He 
deferibes them as lying in the middle of thefe huts before 
a fmall fire, but to have no bedding. Some, he fays, obtain 
a board or mat to lie on before the fire. A few of the head 
flaves have "abins of boards raifed from the floor, but no 
bedding except fome who have a coarfe blanket. 

The Reverend Mr. Rees, deferibing their houfes nearly 
in the fame manner, obferves, that their furniture conlifts 
of (tools and benches, that they had no beds or bedding in 
■the houfe he was in, but that fome of them flept on the 
ground, and others on beards raifed from it. 

Some of the new flaves, fays Dr. Harrifon, have a few 
blankets, but it is not the general practice ; for in general 
they bv r e no bedding at all. 


Of 
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Of the property of the field Haves, (the next article to be 
confidered) the following tettimonies will give a fufficient 
il-uftration* 

Many field Haves, fays Mr. Woolrich, have it not in 
their power to earn any thing, exclufive of their matter's 
work. Some few' raife fowls, and fome few pigs, and fell 
them, blit their number is very few. 


Mr, Dalrymple does not fay, that Haves never become 
pofiefied of much property, but lie never knew an inttance 
of it, nor can he conceive haw they can have time for it. 


The Dean of Middleham obferves that the quantity of 
ground allowed to field Haves for railing provifions, does 
not admit of their frequently pofleffing any confiderable pro¬ 
perty. It is not likely they can fpare much of their produce 
for fale. Sometimes they pofiefs a pig, and two or three 
fowls, and if they alfo have a few plaintain trees, thefe 
may be the means of fupplying them with knives, iron 
pots, and fuch other conveniences as their matters do not 
ailow them. 


The greateft property Mr. M. Terry ever knew a field 
Have to pottefs, was two pigs and a little poultry. A field 
Have has not the means of getting much property. 

Mr. J. Terry has known the field Haves fo poor, as not 
to be able to have poultry. They were not allowed to 
keep lhcep on any eftale he knew. On fome they might 

keep 
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j^eep two or three goals, but very few allowed it. ^me 
fceep pigs and poultry, if able to buy any. 

To thefe teftimonies it may be added* that all the evi¬ 
dences, to whom the queftion has been propofed, agree 
in anfwering that they never knew or heard of a field Have 
«ver amaffing fuch a fum as enabled him to purchafe his 
©wn freedom. 

With refpe£l to the artificers, fuch as houfe-carpenters, 
coopers and mafons, and the drivers and head flaves, who 
form the remaining part of the plantation flaves, they are 
deferibed as having in general i more certain allowance of 
|)rovifions, and as being better off. 


^ITUATiOW OF THE IN AND OUT-DOOH SLAVES?, 


r Jfaving now deferibed the fiate of the plantation, it will 
jbe proper to fay a few words on that of the in and out-door 
(laves. The in-door flaves, or domeftics, are allowed by 
all the evidences to be better clothed, and lefs worked than 
the others, and invariably to look better. Some, however, 
complain of their being much pinched for food, and the 
women often fo as to be driven to proilitution, but the 

general 
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genera! account is, that they are better fed than the Held 
Saves. Some give them one, two, or three bits a week to 
maintain themfelves upon, but the mode of feeding them* 
as well as their allowance, is fubjedl to no rule. Theilr 
life, however, is deferibed to be often wretched by being 
continually under the eye of their maPters and miftrelTes, 
and therefore continually fubje6t to be teized and mortified 
at their caprice, fo that Forfter, (as will be explained herc- 
afterj thinks their fituation even harder in this* refpedl than 
that of the field Haves, and Coor has known many of them 
wifh to be fent into the field. 

With refpe& to the out-door Haves, many perfons, who 
have a few Haves, and little work, allow them to work 
out, and oblige them to bring home three or four bits a 
day. The fituation of thefe is confidered to be very hard 
for they are often unable to find work, and to earn the 
ftated fum, and yet if they fail, they are feverely punifiied. 
Mr. Cfappefon has known fhem fteal grafs and fell it, to 
mate tip the fum required. 

In this defeription may be ranked fuch as follow the 
occupation of porters. Thefe are allowed to work out, 
and at the end of the week obliged to bring home to their 
charters a ccrtaih weekly fum. Their fituation is fuch 
aggravated by having no fixed rates. If fays * Mr. F<idler, 
on being offered too little for their work, they remonftrate, 
they are often beaten, and receive, nothing, and fhould 
they refufe the next call from the fame perfon, they are 
■fummoned before a magiftrate, and punifhed on the parade 
for refit Pal, and he has known them fc punifhed. 

? Mr. Former fpeaks of Antigua. 

T* 
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To the fame defcription belong thofe unhappy females, 
who have leave to go out for proftitution, and are obliged 
to bring their owners a certain payment per week. Hand- 
fome women are expected to bring home more mor.ey than 
the ordinary. They are punilhed it they return without the 
full wages of their proftitution. 


Ordinary Punishment of the Slaves by the 
Whip and Cowskin. 


Having now defcribedthe labour, food, clothing, houfes, 
property, and different kinds of employment of the plan¬ 
tations, as well as the fituation of the in and out~door Haves, 
as far as the evidence will warrant, it may be proper to 
advert to their punishments; and firft, to thofe that are 
infh&ed by the cowfkin or the whip. 

In the towns, many people have their Haves flogged upon 
their own premifes, in which cafe it is performed by a 
man, who is paid for it, and who goes round the town in 
quell of delinquents. But thofe, fays Mr. H. Rofs, who 
do not chufe to difturb their neighbours with the Haves 
cries, fend them to the wharfs or gaol, where they are 
corrected alfo by perfons paid. At other times they are 
whipped publickly round the town, and at others tied down, 
or made to Hand in fome public place, and receive it there. 

When 
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When they are flogged on the wharf's*,.t^vhich they go 
for the convenience of the cranes and weights, they are 
tlefcribed by H. Rofs, Morley, Jeffreys, Towne, and Cap¬ 
tain Scott, to hav^ their arms tied to the hooks of the crane, 
and weights of fifty-fix pounds applied to their feet. In 
this fituation the crane is wound up, fo that it ?;r ~s them 
nearly from the ground, and keeps them in r. dretehed 
pofture, when the whip or cowfkh: is ufed. 'After this they 
are again whipped, but with ebony bullies (which are more 
prickly than the thorn bufltes in this country) in order to let 
out the congealed blood. Captain Scott, deferibing- it, fays, 
that he few a white man ptirfue a negro into the water, 
bring him out, ,and take him to the wharf, where he had 
him hung up to a crane by the hands, which were tied to¬ 
gether, and weights tied to his feet. When thus' hoifted 
up, but fo as (fill to touch the ground, another negro was 
ordered to whip him with a prickly bulb. He walked away 
from the difagreeable fight. The next day he faw the 
fame negro lying on the beach, and wi’:< the aflitfance of 
another, taking the prickles out of his breech, fecmingly 
fwelled and bloody. The negro aftigned as a rcp.fen for 
the whipping, the wharfinger thought he had fluid to.; long 
on an errand. 

Refpe&ing the whipoings in gaol and round the town, 
Dr. Harrifon thought them too fevere to be infii&ed ori 
any of the human fpecies . He attended a man, who had 
been flogged in gaol, who was ill in confequence five or 
fix Weeks. It was by his matter's order for not coming 
>vhen he was called. He could lay two or three fingers in 
the wounds made by the whip. 

c N ■ On 
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On the -toother mode General Tottenham obferves, that 
he was at a planter's houfe when the Jumper came. He 
heard him aik the mafler, if he had any commands for him. 
The Maher replied, No. The Jumper then afked the 
Miilrefs, who replied. Yes. She directed him to take out 
two very decent women, who attended at table, and to give 
each of them a dozen Lafhes. General Tottenham expoftu- 
lated with her, but in vain. They were taken out to the 
public parade, and he had the curiofity to go with them. 
The Jumper carried a long whip like our waggoners. He 
ordered one of the women to turn her back, and to take up 
her clothes entirely, and he gave her a dozen on the breech. 
Every ftrokc brought flefh from her. $he behaved with 
aftunilhing fortitude. After the punifliment, fhe, according 
to cuftom, curtified and thanked him: the other had the 
lame punifliment, and behaved in the fame way. 

The pfcnifliments in the country by means of the whip and 
cow-fkin appear to differ, except in one inffance, from thofe 
which have been mentioned oithe town 


It is ufual for thofe, fays Mr. Coor, who do not come 
into the field in time to be punifhed. In this cafe a few 
flops before they join the gang they throw down the hoe, clap 
both han'ds on their head, and patiently take ten, fifteen or 
twenty lafhes. 

The mode of punifliment, as feen by Captain Smith and 
fsveral others (and which is the general mode] .was as 
follows: A negro was firctched on his belly on the ground 
with a Have to hold each hand and leg, or each hand and 
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leg was fattened to a flake. The punifhment was infixed 
by a negro with a long whip tapering h em the iize of a 
man’s thumb to a fmall lafh. At every ifioke a piece of 
^efli was drawn cut, and that with much unconcern to the 
tliredtor of the punifhment, 

1 here is another mode deferibed by Mr. Coor. About 
eight o clock, lays he. the overfeer goes to break fall, audit” 
he has any criminals at home, he orders a black man to 
follow him ; for it is then ufual to take fuchcutof the flocks, 
and flog them before the overfeer’s houfe. The method is 
generally this :—The delinquent is ffripped and tied on a 
ladder, his legs on the ftdes and his arms above his head, 
and fomeiimes a rope is tied round his middle. The driver' 
whips him on . the bare fkin, and if the overfeer thinks he 
does not .lay it on hard enough, he fometimes knocks him 
down with his own hand, or makes him change places with 
the delinquent, and be feverely whipped. Mr. Coor has 
known many receive on the ladder, from one hundred to one 
hundred and fifty lafhes, and fome two cool hundreds, as 
they are generally called. He has known many returned to 
confinement, and in one, two, or three days, brought to the 
ladder, and receive the fame compliment, or thejeabouts, us 
before. They feldom take them olfi the ladder, until all the 
fkin, from the hams to the final! oi the back, appears only 
raw flefii and blood, and then they wai’h the parts with fait 
pickle. This appeared to him, from the conv'ullions it oc~ 
cafioned, more cruel than the whipping, but it was done to 
prevent mortification. He has known many after fuch 
whipping font to the field under a guard and worked all day, 
with no food but what their friends might give them, out of 
N 2 their ■ 
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their own poor pittance. He .has known them returned to 
the flock , at night, and work'd next day fucccffively. Tim 
cruel why-ping, hard working, and ftarving has, to his 
knowledge, made many commit filicide. He remembers 
fourteen Have*. who, f;< m bad treatment, rebelled on a 
Sunday, ran into the woods, and all cut their throats 
together. 

In fpeaking of the punifliments of the Haves by means of 
the whip and cowfkin, it is impoflible to pafs over the fre¬ 
quency and feverity of them as described in the evidence, as 
well, as the lengths to which fome of their owners go, upon 
thefe occafions. 


Frequency and 


S 


E VERITY 


of these Punish- 


Qn tne pcquaicy of thefe pimifhments fomething may be 
deduced from the different expreflions which the different 


evidences adopt according to their different opportunities of 
obfervation. Many of the field Haves arc find by Duncan, 
Dalryrupie, Fitzmaurice, and Rees, to be marked with the 

' V . Mp ' sre “'J n /” r,!m of th ™ «s the term ufed by Cap. 
tam W, fon. That they arc marked commonly or gancralh, 
or that the grainy / thcm are marked, are the expreffions 


agreed 
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agreed in by the Dean of Middleham, Lieutenant Simpfon, 
Captain Rote, Captain Hall ‘fn&vyj Captain Giles, Cap¬ 
tain Smith, and Lieutenant Davifon. The greater port ct 
them, fays Jeffreys, mojl of them, fay Coor and 
bear the marks of the whip. Thefe marks age' -, ix.. 
Giles, you will find on almojl all the weaker part of ihe gx 
and Faleonbridge, General Tottenham, and Tow or, a . 
in faying, either that they hardly ever Jaw any, or that c. ” ' 
few were to he feed without fears or other marks of xhs 
Whip. 


With refpe& to the Jeverity of thefe punifhrnents, it may 
be fhewn by deferibing the nature of the inftrument vvu% 
which they are infli&ed, and the power it has, and the. cflcdfc 
it produces wherever it is ferioufiy applied. 


The whip, fays Woddrich, is generally,made of plaited 
cowfkin, with a thick ftrong lafh. It is To formidable an 
inftrument in the hands of fome of the overfcers, that by 
means of it they can take the fkin oif a horfe’s back. He 
has heard them boaft of laying the marks of it in a deal 
board, and he has feen it done. On its application on a 
flave’s back lie has feen the blood fpurt out immediately on 
the firft ftroke.* 


# The ihiUdsirp whip , fays General Tottenham, eats the Jkin, 
whereas that for the negroes cuts out the fejh. 


Nearly 
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* Nearly the fame account of its conftru&ion is given by 
other evidences, and its power and effe&s are thus defcribed.. 
At every JRro'ce, fays Captain Smith, a piece of fiefio was 
drawn out* Dalrymple avers the fame thing, at will even 
bring blood through the breeches , fays j Terry ; ^nd fuch is 
the effufion of blood on ithofe occafions, adds P^itzmauricc, 
as to make their frocks, if immediately pujt on, appear as 
fiijf as buckram ; and Coor obferves, that kt his firft going 
to Jamaica, a fight of common fogging wo/ild put him in a 
tremble, Jo that he did not feel right for the ref of the day. It 
is obfervcd alfo by Dr. Harrifon and the Dean of Middle- 
ham, that the incifions are foraetimes fo deep that you may 
Jay y oar fingers in the wounds There are alfo wheals , fays 
Mr. Coor, from their hams to the ftnall of their backs. Thcfe 
wheals, cuts or marks, are defcribed by Captain Thompfon, 
Dean of Middleham, Mr. Jeffreys, and General Totten¬ 
ham, as indelible , as lajling to old age, or as fuch as no time 
tan eraje, and Woolrich has often feen their backs one un~ 
HjVmguified tnaf r of lumps , holes, and furrows. 


As further proofs of the feverity of thefc puniihmcnts by 
the whip or cov lkin, the following fads may be adduced. 


* Dr. fuck Jon and others mention another kind of whip in 
up-, •which they dejertbe to be like what our waggoners ale, 
and to be thrown at the difiance of three or jour puces, •which 
the former obferves greatly increafes the ■weight of the la/hes. 
To .this whip Captain Cook alludes , when he Jays, a dextrous 
fingger could Jinke fo exactly as to lodge the point of the lajh jn/l 
Within the fejh, where it would remain til! picked out with his 
finger and thumb, _ - 

Dimes?; 
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Duncan and Falconbridge have known them fo whipped 
that they could not He down. Fitzmaurice has often known 
pregnant women fo feverely whipped as to have mifcarried 
In conjequence of it. Clappefon alfo knew a pregnant woman 
whipped and delivered on the fpot. Davidfon was once lent 
for to a woman Have, who mifearried from fevere flogging* 
when both Jhe and the child died. He knew alfo a new negro 
girl die of a mortification of her wounds two days after th# 
whipping had taken place. A cafe fimilar to the lafl is alfo 
mentioned by Mr. Rees. Finding one day in the walks a 
woman lying down and groaning, he underflood from bar 
that Ihe had been feverely whipped for running away, that 
ihe could hardly move from the place where Ihe was. Her 
left fide, where flie had been moft whipped, appeared ia a 
mortifying Jlate , and almojl covered with zvorms. He re¬ 
lieved her, as flie was hungry, and in a day or two after¬ 
wards going.to vilit her again, found Jhe was dead and buried. 
To mention other instances : a planter flogged his driver fa 
death , and even boafted of it to the perfon from whom Mr. 
Dalrymple. had the account. Captain Hall alio (of the 
navy) knows by an inftance that fell under his eye, that a 
jlave's death may be occafioned by fevere punilhment. Dr. 
Jackfon thinks alfo fevere whippings are foinctimes' the 
occafion pi their death. He recollects a negro dying under 
the lajh , or Joon aftenvards ; and Captain Rofs avers, that 
they often die in a few days after their fevere punilhment, for 
having but little food, and little care being taken to keep the 
fores clean after the whipping, their death is often the 
eonfequenee. 


Extraordinary 
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Extraordinary Punishments of man? kinds. 


JIaving now colie6lcd what is faid on the punifliments by 
the whip and cowfkin, it will be proper to mention thoffe 
other modes which the evidence prefents ns, Thefe, how¬ 
ever, are not eafily fubjed to a divifion from the great va¬ 
riety of their kinds. 

i. Captain Cook, fpeaking of the towns, fays, he has 
been fhocked to fee a girl of fixteen or feventeen, a do- 
roeitkk Have, running in the ftreets on her ordinary bufi- 
i-iefb, with an iron collar, having two hooks proieding 
.fjgveral inches both before and behind. v 

Captain Rofs, fpeaking of the country, has known 
Haves feverely punifhed, then put into the frocks, a cattle 
chain of fixtv or feventy pounds weight put on them, 
and a large collar about their necks, and a weight of fifty- 
fix pounds fattened to the chain when they were drove 
9-field. ^ 

Mr. Cook dates, that when runaways are brought in, 
they are generally feverely flogged, and fometimes have an 
iron boot put on one or both legs, and a chain or collar 
round their neck. TV chain is locked, the collar fattened 
on by a rivet. When the collar is with three projections, 
it is impoftible for them to lie down to lleep: even with 

two 
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tvro, they tnuft lie uneafily. Ho has Teen collars with four 
projections. He never knew any injury from the chain 
and collar, but fever ly galling their necks. He has, how¬ 
ever known a negro lofe his leg from wearing the iron boot. 

2. Mr. Dalrymple, in June, 1789, faw a negrefs brought 
to St. George’s, Gjenada, to have her fingers cut off. She 
had committed a fault, and ran away to avoid puniihment; 
but being taken, her matter fufpended her by the hands 
flogged and cut her cruelly on the back, belly, bread and 
thighs, and then left her fufpended till her fingers mortified. 
In this ftate Mr. Dalrymple law her at Dr. Gilpin's houfe. 

3. Captain Rofs has feen a negro woman, in Jamaica* 
flogged with ebony buttles (much worfe than our thorn, 
butties, fo that the Ikirt of her back was taken off, down to 
her heels. She was then turned round and flogged from her 
breaft down to her waift, and in confequence he faw her 
afterwards walking upon all fours, and unable to get up. 

4. Captain Cook, being on a vifit fo General Frere 
at an eftate of his in Barbadoes, and riding one morning 
with the General and two other officers, they faw near S 
houfe, upon a dunghill, a naked negro nearly fufpended* by* 
firings from his elbow backwards, to the bough of a tree* 
with his feet barely upon the ground, and an iron weight 
round his neck, at ieaft to appearance of i+lb. weights 
and thus without one creature near hit , or apparently 
near the houfe, was this wretch left expofed to the noon¬ 
day fun., Returning a few hours after, they found him 
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ftill in the fame Rate, and would have releafed him, but lor 
she advice of General Frere, who had an eftate in the 
neighbourhood. The gentlemen, through difguft, fhortened 
their vifit, and returned the next morning. 

5. Lieutenant Davifon and Mr. Woolrich mentioned 
the thumb-fcrew, and Mr. Woolrich, Captain Rofs, Mr. 
Clappefon, and Dr. Harrifon, mention the picket, as inftru- 
ments of punifhment. A negro man in Jamaica, fays Dr. 
Harrifon, was put on the picket fo long as to caufe a mor¬ 
tification of his foot and hand, on fufpicion of robbing his 
mafter, a public officer, of a fum of money, which it after¬ 
wards appeared, the maffer had taken himfelf. Yet the 
mafter was privy to the punifhment, and the flave had no 
compenfation. He was punifhed by order of the mafter, 
who did not then chufe to make it known that lie himfelf had 
made ufe ox the money. 

6. Jeffreys, Captain Rofs, M. Terry, and Coor, men¬ 
tion the cutting off of ears, as another fpecies of punifh¬ 
ment. • The laft gentleman gives the following inftance in 
Jamaica. One of the houfe girls having broken a plate, 
or fpilt a cup of tea, the do&or (with whom Mr. Coor 
bearded; nailed her ear to a poll:. Mr. Coor lemonftrated 
with him, but in vain. They went to bed and left her there. 
In the morning fhe was gone, having torn the head of the 
nail through her ear. She was foon brought back, and 
when. Mr. Coor came to breakfaft, he found fhe had been 
feverely whipped by the do£lor, who in his fury clipped 
both her ean> off clofe to her head with a pair of large feiflars, 

and 
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and flic was lent to pick feeds out of cotton, among three 
or four more, emaciated by his cruelties, until they were fit 
for nothing elfe. 


7. Mr. M. Cook, while in Jamaica^ knew a runaway 
flave brought in, with part of a turkey with him, which 
he had ttolen, and which Mr. Cook thinks he had ftolen 
from hunger, as he was nothing but fkin and bone. His 
matter immediately made two negroes hold him down, and 
with a hammer and a punch, knocked out two of his upper 
and two of his under teeth, 

Mr. Dalrymple was informed by a young woman flave 
in Grenada, who had no teeth, that her miftrefs had, with 
her oivn hands, pulled them out, and gave her a fevere 
flogging befides, the marks of which fhe then bore. This 
relation was confirmed by feverai town’s people, of whom 
he enquired concerning it, 


8. Mr. Jeffreys has feen flaves with one of their hands 
off, v 1 :ch he underftood to have been cut off for lifting it 
up againft a white man. Captain Lloyd alfo faw at 
Mrs. Winne’s, at MammeeBay, in Jamaica, a female flave, 
with only one hand, the other having been cut off for the 
fame offence. Mrs. Winne had endeavoured to prevent the 
amputation, but in vain, for her indented white woman 
could not be diffuaded from fwearing, that the flave had 
{truck her, and the hand was accordingly cut off, 
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g. Captain Giles, Doctor Jack fon, Mr. Fitzmaurice, 
and Mr. M. Terry, have fec:n negroes whofe legs have 
been cut off by their matter’s orders, for running away, 

arid Mr. Dalrymple gives the following account:-A 

French planter, fays he, in the Englilh illand of Grenada, 
fenr fora furge ui to cut off the leg of a negro who had run 
away. On the fuigcon’s icfufing to do it, the planter took 
an iron bar, and broke the leg in pieces, and then the 
furgeon cut it cfF. This planter did many Inch ads of 
cruelty, and all with impunity. 


10. Mr. Fitzmaurice mentions, among other inftances 
of cruelty, that of dropping hot lead upon negroes, which 
he oi’cu faw pradifed by a planter of the name of Rufhic, 
during his rcfidence in Jamaica. 

11. Mr. Hercules Riffs, hearing one day in Jamaica* 

from an indofure, the cries of lame poor wretch under tor¬ 
ture, he looked through, and faw a young female fufpended 
by the wrifts to a tree, bringing to and fro. Her toes 
could hardy touch the ground, and her body was exceedingly 
agituieb. The fight rather confounded him, as there was 
no whipping, and the matter was juft by, feemingly moti- 
onids ; but on looking more attentively, he faw in his hand 
^ flick o* fire, which he held fo as occafionally to touch her 
about the private parts as ihe fwung. He continued this ior- 
ture with unmoved countenance, until Mr. II. Rofs, calling 
an him to clefift, and throwing (lories at him over the fence, 
(lopped it. i 

12. Mr. Fitzmaurice opce found Rufhie, the Jamaica 
planter before mentioned, in the ad of hanging a negro. 

" ' Mr. 
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Mr. Fitzmauriee begged leave to intercede, as he was 
doing an a&ion that, in a few minutes, he would repent 
of. Rufhie, upon this, being a paffionate man, ordered 
him off his dime. Mr. Fitzmauriee accordingly went, 
but returned early the next morning, before Rufhie wag 
up, and going into the curing houfe, beheld the fame negro 
lyiny dead upon a board. It was notorious that Rufhie had 
killed many of Iris negroes, and deftroyed them fo faft that 
he was obliged to fell his eftate.—Captain Rofs fays alfo* 
that there was a certain planter in the fame ifiand, who had 
hanged a negro on a poft, clofe to his houfe, and in three 
years deftroyed forty negroes out of fixty, by feverity.* T he 
reft of the conduct of this planter- as deferibed by Captain 
Rofs, was, after a debate, cancelled by a Committee of 
the Houfe of Commons, who took the evidence as containing 
circumftances too horrible to be given to the world: and 
therefore the reader will find their places fupplied by afterifles* 
in the evidence at large. 

13. On Shre^fbury eftate, in Jamaica, fays Mr. Coor, 
the overfeer ferit for a Have, and in talking with him, he 
haftily ftruck him on the head, with a finall hanger, and gave 
him two ftabs about the waift. The flave faid, “ Overfeer, 
you have killed me.” He pufhed him out of the piazza. 
The Have went home, and died that night. He was buried, 

and no more faid about it.-A manager of an eftate 

lays, Mr. Woolrich, in Tortola, whofe owner did not re- 


* It is not improbable vui that Captain Rofs, and lur* 
Fitzmauriee, alluded to thefame perfon. 
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fide on the ifland, fitting at dinner, in a fudden refcntment 
at his cook, went dire&Iy to his fword, and ran the negro 
woman through tile body, and file died upon the floor im¬ 
mediately, and the negroes were called in to take her away 
and bury her. 

14. Mr. Giles reco'le&s feveral /hocking inftances of 
puniflnnent. In particular, on the eftate where he lived, 
in Montferrat, the driver at day-break once informed the 
overfeer, that one of four <pr five negroes, chained in the 
dungeon would not rife. He accompanied the overfeer to 
the dungeon, who fet the others that were in the chain to 
drag him out, and not rifing when out, he ordered a bundle 
of cane-trafh to be put round him, and fet fire to. As hp 
jftill did not rife, he had a fmall foldering iron heated, and 
thruft between his teeth. As the man did not yet rife, he 
had the chain taken off, and fent him to the hofpital, where 
he languifhed fome days and died. 


15. An overfeer, on the eflate where Mr, J. Terry was 
in Grenada, (Mr. Coghlan) threw a flave into the boiling 
cane-juice, who died in four days. Mr. J. Terry was told 
of this by the owner s fon, by the carpenter, and by many 
Haves on the eflate. He has heard it often. 

16. Mr. Woolrich fays a negro ran away from a planter 
in Tortola, with whom he was well acquainted. The over¬ 
feer having orders to take him dead or alive, a while after 
found him in one of his huts, fall afleep, in the day time, 
and (hot him through the body. The negro jumping up, 
laid, “ What, you kill me afleepand dropped dead ‘im¬ 
mediately. 
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mediately. The overfeer took off his head* and carried it 
to the owner. Mr. YVoolrich knew another inflance in the 
fame ifland. A planter offended with his waiting man, a 
mulatto, ftepped fuddenly to his gun, on which the man 
run off, but his matter fhot him through the head with a 
fingle ball. 


The Part which »he very Women take in these 
Punishments, 


From the above accounts, there are no lefs than fixteea 
forts of extraordinary punishments, which the imagination 
has invented in the moments of paflion and caprice. It 
is much to be lamented, that there are others in the evidence 
not yet mentioned. But as it is neceffary to infert a new 
head, under w hich it will be explained the concern which 
the very * women take, both in the ordinary and extraordi¬ 
nary punifhments of the .Haves, and as fome of the latter not 


* The Editor feels a rein Fiance in mentioning women on this 
iccafior.) but when he conjiders how much the explanation of 
their conduFi zvill jhew the iniquity of the fy/lem of jluvery, 
and its baneful influence on thofe mojl difpofed to benevolence 
and gpmpaffion, he feels it a duty to proceed in the narration 
without any further apology. 
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yet mentioned are infeparably corme&ed with it, it was 
thought proper to cite them under this new divifion, rather 
than continue them under the old. 


It will appear extraordinary to the reader, that many 
women living in the colonies, fhould not only order, and 
often fuperintend, but fometimes actually inflict, with their 
own hands, fome fevere punilhinents upon their flaves, and 
^that thefe fhould not always be women of a low order, but 
frequently of refpedability and rank. 


In the inftance of whipping mentioned by General Tot¬ 
tenham, /page 86i we find the order given for it by the wife 
of a planter, whom the General was vifiting, though the ' 
hufband had declined it on his part. A lady is reprefented 
by Mr. Cook, as having her domeftics flogged every Mon¬ 
day morning. Captain Cook reprefents a woman of 
refpedtable condition as fending her fervant to be flogged 
for a miftake only. Lieutenant Davifon has often known 
the miftrefs fend her domeftics to be punifhed, and without 
telling them for what. He has feen a (lave alfo, both 
whofe noftrils had been flit by her miftrefs’s order, who was 
of fome confequence, being the wife of the Chief Engineer 
of the ifland, and he alfo remembers a new negro girl, 
flogged by order of her miftrefs, who died in two days after¬ 
wards of her wounds. 

Lieutenant Davifon, Captain Smith, and Dr. Jackfon, 
all agree, that it was common for ladies of refpe&abilily 
and rank to fuperintend the punifhments of their (Javes. 

Conformable 
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Conformable with this, we find Dr. tlarrifon dating to 
the Committee, that a negro in Jamaica was flogged to death 
by her miftrefs’s order, who flood by to fee the punifliment. 
Lieutenant Davifon alfo ftates, that in the fame ifland, he 
has feen fevera! negro girls at work with the needle, in the 
prefence of their miftrefies, with a thumb-fcrcw on their 
left thumbs, and he has the blood gufli out of the ends of 
them. He has alfo feen a negro girl made t® kneel with her 
bare knees on pebbles, and to work there at the fame time ; 
a fort of punifhmcnt, he fays, among the domeftics, which 
he knows to be in common ufc, 


On the fubjed of women becoming the executioners, 
of their own fury, Dr. Jackfon obferves, (.hat the firft thing 
that fhocked him in Jamaica, was a creole lady, of fome 
confequence, fuperintending the punifliment of her flavcs, 
male and female, ordering the number of laflies, and, with 
her own hands, flogging the negro driver, if he did not 
punifli properly. 


Captain Cook relates, that two young ladies of fortune, 
in Barbadoes, fifleis, one of whom was difpleafed at the 
pregnancy of a female Have belonging to the other, by the 
fon of the furgeon attending the eftate, proceeded to fome 
very derogatory ads of cruelty. With their own gaiters 
they tied the young woman neck and heels, and than beat 
her almofl to death with the heels of their fhoes. One of 
her eyes continued a long while afterwards in danger of 
being lofl. They after this continued to ufe her ill, con- 
P fining 
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fining and degrading her. Captain Cook came in during 
the beating, and was an eye witnels to it himfelf. . 

Captain Cook dates farther, that he faw a woman 
jiamed Rachael Lauder, beat a female Have mod unmerci¬ 
fully, Having bruifed her head almod to a jelty, with the 
heel of her fhoe, die threw her with great force on the feat 
of the child's neceflary, and then tried to damp her head 
through the hole, and would have murdered her, if not pre¬ 
vented by two officers. The girl’s crime was, the not 
bringing money enough from on board fhip, where die was 
fent by her miftrefs for the purpofe of prodituiion. 

Lieutenant Davifon dates, in his evidence, that the 
clergyman’s wife at Port Royal was remarkably cruel. 
She ufed to drop hot fealing-wax on her negroes, after 
flogging th em. He was fent for as furgeon to one of them, 
whole bread was terribly burnt with icaling-wax. He 
was alfo once called in to a woman flave, who had been tied 
up all night by her hands, and had been abufed with 
cayenne pepper, by the fame midrefs, and in a way too 
horrid and indecent to mention. Pie lived next door, he 
dates alfo, a wafher-woman at Port Royal, who was 
aimed condantly flogging her negroes. He has often gone 
in and remonftrated againft tier cruelty, when he has feen 
the negro women chained to the wafhing tubs, almod 
naked with their thighs and backs in a gore of blood, from 
dogging. He could mention various other capricious punifh- 
rtients, if necedary, 


Mr, 




{ i?>$ 5 


Mr, Forfter, examined on the fame fub/e< 51 , far’’- hs 
has known a creole woman in Antigua, drop hot fcaiirtg* 
wax on a girl's back, after a flogging. H. and many others 
faw a young woman of fortune and character, flogging a 
negro man very feverdy with her ova u hands. Many funilar 
inftaoces he could relate if necedary. They are aimolt in¬ 
numerable among the domelfic Haves. 


Tnz Qffence? said to occasion Punishments. 


If it fliould be afked for what offences the different pu * 
nifhments now cited have taken place, the following anfwer« 
may be given. 

The (laves appear to have been punifhed, as far as can 
be afeertained, from the evidence under the head of ordi¬ 
nary puniftiments for not coming into the field in time, 
not picking a fuflicient quantity of grafs, not appearing 
willing to work, when in fad, fide and not able, for flaying 
too long on an errand, for not coming immediately when 
called, for not bringing home (the women) the full weekly 
fum enjoined by their owners, for running away, and for 
theft, to which they were often driven by hunger. 

P % 
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Under the head of “ extraordinary punifhmcnts,” fome 
appear to have fnffered for running away, or for lifting up 
a hand againft a white man, or lor breaking a plate, or 
fpilling a cup of tea, or to extort confeffion. Others again, 
in the moment of fudden refentment, and one on a diabo¬ 
lical pretext, which the mailer held out to the world to 
conceal his own villany, and which he knew to be falfe. 

Under the head of “ the part which the very women take 
in thefe punifhments,” a female Have is punifhed for being 
found pregnant; another for not bringing home the full 
■wages of proflitution ; another for jealoufy on the part of 
her miflrefs; others again from an opinion that flaves could 
not be managed without feverity; and others in the moment 
of pafiion, without even the allegation of a fault. In fhort, 
it appears that they are often punifhed as caprice and pafllon 
di&ates, and to fuch lengths do people go, whole minds 
are depraved by the exercife of unlimited power, that we 
find an inftance in the evidence, related by Dr. Harrifon, 
(who knows alfo others of the kind) of a man buying a negro, 
who belonged to another man, but who mimicked him, for 
the purpofe of gratifying his revenge. After having bought 
him, he ordered him to be punifhed, and the confluence 
was, that the Have cut his own throat. 


Capital 
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Capital Offences and Punishments, 


On the fubjeft of capital offences and punifhments, a man 
and a woman (lave are mentioned to have been hanged, the 
man for * running away, and the woman for haying fecretcd 
him. The Dean of Middleham faw two inftances of flaves 
being gibbetted alive in chains, but he does not fay for what, 
only that this is the punifhmcnt for enormous crimes: 
and Mr. Jeffreys, the only other perfon who fpeaks on this 
fubjeft, fays, that he was in one of the iflands, when fome 
of the Haves murdered a white man, and deftroyed fome pro¬ 
perty on the eftate. The execution of theft? he deferibes as 
follows: 

He was prefent, he fays, at the execution of feven negroes 
in Tobago, in the year 1774, whofe right arms were chopped 
off: they were then dragged to feven flakes, and a fire, con¬ 
fining of trafh and dry wood, was lighted abr tthem. They 
were there burnt to death. He does not remember hearing 
one of them murmur, complain, cry, or do any thing that 
indicate fear. One of them in particular, named Chubb, 
was taken in the woods that morning, was tried about noon, 
and was thus executed with the reft in the evening. Mr. 


* Slates running away arepunifljed varioujly, but on abfent- 
mg themfelvss far a certain time t they may be puni/bed with 
death . r ' 
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Jeffreys (food clofe by Chubb, when his arms was cut off. 
He ftretched his arms out, and laid it upon the block, pulled 
up the fleeve of his fhirt, with more coolnefs than he, Mr, 
Jeffreys) iliould have done, if he had been to be let blood. 
He afterwards would not fuffer himfelf to be dragged to the 
flake, as the others had been, but got upon his feet, and 
walked to it. As he was going to the ftake, he turned 
about, and addreffed himfelf to Mr. Jeffreys, who was (land¬ 
ing within two or three yards of him, and faid, “ Buckra, 
“ you fee me now, but to-morrow I (half be like that, 5 * 
kicking up the dull with his foot. ( Here Mr. Jeffreys 
folemnly added in his evidence the words •'« So help me 
God.”) The impreffion this made uppn his mind, Mr. 
Jeffreys declared, no time ever could erafe. Sampfon, who 
made the eighth, and a negro whofe name Mr. Jeffreys does 
not recoiled, was prefent at the execution. Sampfon, next 
morning, was hung in chains alive, and there he hung till he 
was dead, which, to the beft of his recolledion, was feven 
days. The other negro was lentenced to be fent to the mines 
in South America, and, he believes, was fent accordingly. 
Neither of thofe two, during the time of the execution, 
{hewed any marks or concern, or difmay that he could obferve. 
A ftionger inftanee of human fortitude, he declared, he never 
{aw. 


Slaves turned^off when incapable op Labour. 


Having now dated the fubflance of the evidence on the 
fubjed of offences and punishments, we come to a cuftora 
which appears too general to be paffed over in filence. 

Dalrymple, 
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Dalrymple, Forfter, Captain Smith, Captain Wilfon, anl 
General 1 otteriham, affert that it is no uncommon thing for 
perfons to negledt and turn off their flaves when pall labour. 
They are turned off, fays Captain Wilfon, Lieutenant Davk 
fon, and General Tottenham, to plunder, beg, of ftarve. 
Captain Cook, has known fome take care of them; but fays, 
others leave them to ftarve and die. They are often defined 
when old, fays Mr. Fitzmaurice, to provide for themfelve$ 9 
and they fufFer much. Mr. Clappefon knew a man who 
had an old, decrepid woman Have, to whom he would allow 
nothing. When paft labour, the owner did not feed them* 
fays Giles ; and Cook flates that, within his experience, they 
had no food but what they could get from fuch relations as 
they might have had. This is the account given by the dif¬ 
ferent witnefles; and accordingly we find fome of the fuper- 
annuatcd flaves on the different eflates, who wanted every 
thing fHarrifon \) others begging (Rees;) others digging ift 
the dunghill for food, (Dalrymple ; • and others lying, mifer- 
able objedts, about the wharfs and beaches, and in the roads 
and flreets (Jeffrey, J, Woodward and Cook.) General Tot¬ 
tenham has often met them, and, once in particular an old 
woman pall labour, who told him that her mafler had fent her 
adrift* to fhift for herfelf. He iavv her about three days after* 
wards, lying dead in the fame place. This cuflom of turning 
them off when old and helplefs is called in the illands, (Cap¬ 
tain Wilfon and Captain Lloyd) Giving them free.” 


As a proof how little the life of an old (lave is regarded 
in the Welt Indies, we may make the following extract 
from the evidence of Mr. Coor. Once when he Was dining 
with an Qverfeer, an old woman who had run away a few 
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dayc, was brought home, with her hands tied behind. 
After dinner, the overfeer, with the clerk, named Bakewel!, 
took the woman thus tied, to the hot-houfe, a place for 
the hek, and where the flocks are in one of the rooms. 
Mr. Coor went to work in the mill, about one hundred 
yards off, and hearing a inofl diflrefsful cry from that houfe, 
he afked his men who, and what it was. They faid, they 
thought it was old Quaflieba. About five o’clock the noife 
ceafed, and about the time he was levying work, Bakewell 
came to him, apparently in great fpirits, and faid, “ Well, 
Mr. Coor, Old Quafheba is dead; we took her to the {locks 
room, the overfeer threw a roap over the beam, I was Jack 
Ketch, and hawled her up, till her feet were off the ground. 
The overfeer locked the door, and took the key with him, 
till my return juft; now 7 , with a Have for the {locks, when 
I found her dead.” Mr. Coor faid, “ You have killed her, 
I heard her cry all the afternoon.” He. anfwered, “ D—n 
her for an old b—h, {he was good for nothing ; what figni- 
ftes killing fuch an old woman as her.” Mr. Coor laid, 
“ Bakewell, you fnock me,” and left him. The nexj 
morning his men told him, they had helped to bury her. 

But i; appears that the aged are not the only perfons whofi? 
fate is to be cornmiferated, when they become of no 
value; for people in youth, if difabled, are abandoned to 
equal mifery. General Tottenham, about three weeks 
before the hurricane, ! aw a youth, about nineteen, walking 
in the fin ets, in a mod deplorable fituation, entirely naked, 
and with an iron collar about his neck, with five long 
projecting fpikes. His body, before and behind, his breech, 
and thighs, were almoft; cut to pieces, and with 

running 
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running fores all over them, and you might put your finger 
in fome of the wheals He could not fit down, owing to his 
breech being in a Hate of mortification, and it was impoilible 
for him to lie down, from the proje&ion of th© prongs. The 
boy came to the General and afked relief. He was thocked 
at his appearance, and alked him what he had done to fuffer 
fuch a punifhment, and who inflidted it. He faid it was his 
mailer, who lived about t>vo miles from town, and that as he 
could not work, he would give him nothing to eat. 

If it be poflible to view human depravity in a worfe light 
than it has already appeared in, on the fubje£l of the treat¬ 
ment of the Haves when difabled from labour, it may be done 
by referring to the evidence of Captain Lloyd, who was told 
by a perfon of veracity, when in the Well Indies, but 
whom he did not wifh to name in his evidence, that it was 
the practice of a certain planter to frame pretences lor the 
execution of his old worn out Haves, in order to get she * 
ifland allowance. And it was fuppofed that he dealt largely 
in that way. 


Having little or no redress against ill usage 

OF ANY SORT. 


Having now cited both the ordinary and extraordinary 
punifhmcnts inflicted upon the Haves, it may be picfumed 


* The if and allowance in "Jamaica to the rnajlcr if 4.0/. cur¬ 
rency for any one sfhisfavcs if executed for a breach of the laws* 

6 Q.. 
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that feme one will alk here, whether, under thefe various 
a6ls of cruelty, they are wholly without redrefs ? To this 
the following anfwer may be given—That, with refpeft to 
the ordinary punilhments by the whip and cowlkin (where 
they do not terminate in death) the power of the mailer or 
overfeer is under little or no controul. 


Firft, Becaufe as we have already feen, they can 
order or inflift punifliment for any, even imaginary of¬ 
fences. 

Secondly, Becaufe the law of thirty-nine lalhes (the 
greateft number allowed to be given to a Have, at any one 
time) is a mere farce, and never attended to by mailers 
or owners, if they fliould think it proper to infli& more: 
lor Woolrich fays, that the chief whipper Jays on their back 
forty, fifty, fixty, or more lalhes, at the pleftfure of the 
owner or overfeer. Captain Rofs has known negroes 
receive two hundred lalhes, where the law would give 
only thirty-nine. Mr. Cook has known a field Have re¬ 
ceive two hundred lalhes by order of the overfeer, and a 
domeftic fifty, by order of his miltrefs. Mr. M. Terry 
alfo obferves, that the law was reltri&ed to thirty-nine 
but it was not in the lead attended to during his experience. 
He has, in Ihort, feen it broken repeatedly. The fame 
language is alfo fpoken by others. 


Thirdly, Becaufe, if there fliould be fome, who bear the 
law in there minds, at the time of punilhing, they evade it by 
various means. Whipping, fays Mr. Fitzmaurice, was un~ 
derhood to be limited to thirty-nine lalhes j but it was often 

evaded, 
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evaded, by putting the negro into thefftoeks, and giving him 
thirty-nine for the fame offence, ncgjfalay. We find alio, by 
Captain Rofs’s account, a magiflrate, and of courfe, a guar¬ 
dian of the laws, evading it in like manner, for that gentleman 
has feen John Shackle, Efq, a magi (irate in Jamaica, flog¬ 
ging a negro three times in one day, namely at breakfafl, din¬ 
ner, and at fix in the evening: but the negro was in the 
flocks between the floggings. Captain Cook alfo exprefsly 
fays, that the law may be evaded by fplitting a crime into 
many, and, by intervals, dividing the times of punifhment, 
and of this, where Haves are punifhed at home, he fays there 
are daily inftances. Returning home one evening late with 
Major Fitch of the 90th r>gt. they heard moll: dreadful cries, 
and on approaching the fquare at Bridge-town, found they 
proceeded from the houfe of a man that fold liquor, and 
heard the repeated lafhes of a whip, on a creature whom 
they conceived to be dying. On there requefting admiffion, 
the cruelty feemed to be wantonly increafed, which fo 
provoked them, that they broke open the door, and found 
a negro girl of about nineteen chained to the floor, ahnoft 
expiring with agony and lofs of blood. The man taking 
reluge behind his counter, from their indignation, and 
thinking himfelf free from the law, immediately cried out 
with exultation, that he had only given her thirty-nine 
lafhes at cne time, and that only three times fmee the 
beginning of the night. He then threatened tftem for 
breaking his door, and interfering between him and his 
Have, whom he would flog to death for all any one, and 
he would give her 1 he fourth thirty-nine laflies before 
morning, which mu A have killed her, as fhe feemed then 
to be dying. In fiiort, to ufe the language of the different 
<1* evidences,^ 
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evidences, it appears that the {laves have no legal redrefs, 
in the cafe alluded to, againft their mailers and miftreftes, 
the latter of whom, even when they become the execu¬ 
tioners on fuch occafions, are not received for it the 
worfe in fociety. Perhaps, fays Dr. Jackfon, fuch a one 
might be called a termagant, ■ but (he was not the lefs re- 
fpe£ted. It was indeed thought neceffary for an induftrious 
wife to be tigid in the punifhment of her llaves. It is 
smpoflibie to omit mentioning here, that Lieutenant Davi- 
fon was fo hurt at the fevere and frequent wm'ppings of 
one of thefe women, that he complained to a magiftrate, who 
faid that he had nothing to do with it. 


With refpefk to the overfeer, whom we have feen al fo 
exercifing a diferetionary power, he is certainly fubjeft 
te the controul of his mailer, if he refides, and in cafe of 
his non-refidence, to that of the attorney of the eftate: 
but then, fays j. Terry, the flaves, if feverely punifh- 
ed, for trifling faults, dare not complain of him to the 
mailer for fear of worfe treatment, J. Terry has known 
them punifhed by their mafters for fo doing, and fent Hack 
to the plantation, though their complaints were juft. Mr. 
Cook alfo has known Haves punifhed for complaining to 
the mafter, and, in his abfence, to the attorney againfl 
the overfeer, for ill ufage. If again, fays Coor, the flaves 
complain to the attorney, and the attorney Iiftens, ^ie 
overfeer fays he will leave the eftate. He has alfo feen 
the attorney wink at the oppreflion of the flaves, becaufe 
he has a per centage on the crop, and the more the over¬ 
feer pufhes them, the more the attorney gains. 1 he fame 

per 
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per eentage on the crop is acknowledged aVh by Lieute¬ 
nant Davifon. Captain Rofs neverthelefs ftates, that 
overfeers are often turned away for fevere whippings, but 
he is the only one of the evidences who fays fo, and it 
appears that there muft be frequently great obffacles to 
this; for it is obferved by Davifon, Fitzmaurice, and 
Cook, that fomc attorneys live thirty, forty, or fifty miles 
from the eftate, and of courfe that the fkves # cannot go 
to complain, and that the fame three gentlemen, together 
with Coor, j. Terry, and Duncan, ttate that on feme 
eflates one perfon holds the office of attorney and overfeer* 
at the fame time, where his power is of courfe under no 
controuh 

As to fuch of the extraordinary punifhments before men¬ 
tioned as did not terminate in death, fuch as picketing, drop¬ 
ping hot fealing-vvax on the flefli, cutting off ears and the 
like, it appears that flaves had no redrefs whatever, for that 
thefe a&ions alfo on the part of the matters were not deemed 
within the reacli of the law. In the inflance cited of the 
Doctor clipping off the ears of a female Have, no more notice 
was taken of it, fays Coor, than if a dog’s ears had been cut 
off, though it mutt have been known to the magiftrates. In 
the dreadful inflance alfo cited of a planter’s breaking his 
fiave’s leg by an iron bar, to induce the furgeon to cut it off, 
as a punilhment, Mr. Dalrymple obferves that it was not the 


* If a jlave floould le feen any day except Sunday wan¬ 
dering about , and even then without a ticket, he -would be taken 
up, put into a goal, and advertijed as a runaway. 
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public opinion, that any punishment was due to him on that 
account, for though it was generally known, he was equally 
Well received in fociety afterwards as before; and in the cafe 
alfo mentioned of the owner torturing his female Haves by the 
application oi a I ghted torch to her body, Mr. H. Rofs hates, 
only that this owner was not a man of chara&er: with 
srefpc& to his fufferings by the law, he obferves that he was 
never brought to any trial for it; and he did not know that 
the law then extended to the punifhment of the whites for 
fuch a&s as thefe. 

With refpe£t to fuch of the punifhments as have termi¬ 
nated in death, the reader will be able to colle&, what 
power the mailers and overfeers, and what prote&ion the 
Haves have had by the law, from the following accounts. 


There are no iefs than leven fpedfick inftances mentioned 
in the evidence, in which flaves died in confequence of the 
whipping they received, and yet in no one of them was the 
murderer brought to an account. One of the perpetrators is 
mentioned by Mr. Dalrymple as having boafled of what he 
had done; and Dr. Jackfon fpeaks of the other in thefe 
words. « No attempts, fays he, were made to bring him 
to juftice: people faid it was an unfortunate thing, and were 
furprifed he was not more cautious, as it was not the firfl 
thing of the kind that had happened to him, but they dwelt 
chiefly on the proprietor’s lofs.” 


In fuch of the extraordinary punifhments, as terminated 
in death, there are no lefs than feven fpecifick inftances alfo- 
in the ev idence. In one of them viz. that of throwing the have 

into 
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into the boiling cane-juice, we find from Mr. J. Terry, the 
overfcer punifhed, but his punifhmeot confided only of re* 
.placing the (lave and leaving his owner’s fervice. In that 
©f killing the Have by lighting a fire round him and putting 
a hot foldering iron into his mouth? the ovcrfeer’s conduct* 
fays Mr. Giles, was not even condemned by his matter, 
nor in any of the reft were any means whatfoever ufed'to 
punifh the offenders. In the three mentioned by Mr. 
^Woolrich, he particularly fays, aft the white people in the 
ifland were acquainted with thefe fa«fts. Neither of the 
offenders? however, were called to an account, nor were they 
fhunned in fociety for it, or confidered as in difgrace. 


In going ever the evidence, we find three or four other 
inftances, not yet cited in this chapter. The firft is that 
of an huckfter in Antigua, who murdered his woman Have, 
with circumftances of the moft atrocious barbarity. This 

man, however, was tried, convi&ed, and--fined. He is 

reprefented by Mr. Forftcr, as having been univerfady 
blamed, but he was dealt with as ufual in the courfe of 
trade. 

At Grenada in the town of. St. George, a mafon, named 
Chambers, killed a negro in the middle of the day, and Mr. 
Dairymplc believes in the church yard, but no notice was 
taken of it. 


Two (laves, fays Captain Cook, were murdered and 
thrown into the road during his refklence in Barbadoes : vet 
no legal inquiry ever took place that he heard of. 


He 
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He w^S i repeatedly informed by the inhabitants that they 
did not chufe to make examples of white men there, fearing 
it might be attended with dangerous confequences. 


Going over the evidence we come at laft to an inftance 
(and the only inftance of the kind mentioned] of a white man 
being hanged for the murder of another's flave; and it is very 
remarkable, that he ffiould. be reprefented as having been 
hanged more becaufe he was an obnoxious man, than that 
the murder of the Have was confidered as a crime; for Mr. 
Dalrynipleftatesthat the Chief Juftice of the Hand Grenada] 
told him, he believed if this murderer, whofe name was 
Bacchus Prefton, had been a man of good character, or had 
-had friends or money to have paid for the flave, he would not 
have been brought to trial. He was of a very bad character 
and had been obliged to leave Barbadoes upon that account. 
At Grenada he had been a Bailiff's follower, and, from his 
rigour in executing his office and bad character, he was par¬ 
ticularly obnoxious to the inhabitants of the town of St, 
George. 

Such appears to have been, in the experience of the 
different evidences cited, the forlorn and wretched fituation. 
of the flaves. They often complain, fays Dr. Jackfon, 
that they are an opprefled people; that they fuffer in this 
world, but expe& happinefs in the next ; whilli they de¬ 
nounce the vengeance of God on the white men, their op- 
prelfors : if you fpeak to them of future punifliments, they 
fay, “ Why ffiould a poor negro be punifhed; he docs no 
wrong; fiery cauldrons and Inch things, are referved for 
white people, as punifhments for the oppreffion of Haves. 


If 
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If it fliouid be afked here, whether fome new laws have 
not lately patTed the iegiilafnre of fome of the ifiands with a 
view of mending the fituatlon of the Haves, if mud be an- 
fwered in the affirmative. The firft is the celebrated confo- 
lidated ail of Jamaica, and the other is an ail of the aflembiy 
ol Grenada, entitled “ an ail for the better proteilion and 
promoting the increafe and population of the flaves,” Thefe 
ails, however, the evidence obliges us to obferve, never 
originated in an intention to fe.rve the flaves, and are in reality 
of little or no ufo. 


Captain Giles, who was in Jamaica both before and flues 
the pafling of the cc Tolidated ail, gives his evidence without 
any diftinilion of this epoch, and as if no difference had hap¬ 
pened in the treatment of the flaves. 

Mr. Cook, long refident alfo in the fame ifland, and flnee 
the pafling of the ail, knows of no legal proteition that 
flaves have againfl: injuries from their mailers. 


Mr. Clappefon, examined exprefsly on the fubjeil, fays 
that ne was in Jamaica when the aliembly palled the confo- 
lidated law. He has often heard it was pafied becaufe of 
the ftir in England about the flavc-trade. He never heard 
that any regard was paid to it, flaves being Hill treated as 
before : nor did he ever hear of any profecution for fuch clif- 
regard. He recolltcls an inftance of difregard to it, which 
came under his eye. The owner of an old and dec rep id 
: female Have would allow her neither viituals nor clothing ; 
upon which he advifed a fon of the woman to complain to 
a magiftrate, who would perhaps order her to be taken care 
R of, 
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of, if he regarded the law ; but he believes he was deterred 
from fear of puni fitment, as that owner treated his Haves very 
harfhly in general. 

With refpeT to the oilier act, namely that palled in Gre¬ 
nada, Mr. J. Terry fays, that the opinion there upon 
palling it was, that it never would have the intended effe<5l. 
He did not obferve it make any difference, except in the half 
days in the week. The clergymen of the parifli where he 
redded, never performed the duty the act impofed on them, 
ami he never heard of any complaints againil them for the 
non-performance of it. 

Mr. Dairymple dates, he was in Grenada in 3 ySS, when 
the a£f was palled. The principal objection, and which 
he repeatedly heard, to its palling was, that it might make 
the Haves believe, that the authority of their mailers was 
Idfened: but otherwife, many thought it would be of little 
ufe, as it was a law made by thentfelves again!! themfelves, 
and to be executed by themfelves: they obferved befides, 
that fuch laws were unneceflary for the prote&ion of 
negroes who were treated well; and that others had fo 
many opportunities of evading the law (the evidence of 
negroes not being admitted; that it would be of no ufe. 
At the time of palling the faid a£l, the propofals in the 
Britifh Parliament for the abolition of the Have-trade wa$ 
a matter of general difeuflion in the ifland : and he believes 
was a principal reafon for palling it. Mr. Dalrymple 
believes it will prove inclFedlual: becaufe, as no negro 
evidence is admitted, thofe who abufe them will Hill do it 
with impunity; and people, who live on terms of intimacy, 
. would 
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would d‘(like the idea of bccoraming fpies and informers 
againft each other. 


Ali the fads having been now cited, and the observations 
made, wh ; ch it vras intended to introduce into this chapter, 
it may be concluded in the words of the Rev. Mr. Stuart, 
and General Tottenham. 


The former fays, he is warranted in declaring, the negroes 
an opprclfed and much injured race, and in no better efti- 
mation than labouring cattle, and every defeription of there 
treatment he has met with falls fhort of their real ft ate. 
He read Mr. Ramfay’s Eflay in mar.ufcript, at St. Kilt's, 
and comparing it on the fpot with the treatment of the fiaves r 
he thought it too favourable. 


The latter ftated on the Committee, that he thought the 
Haves in Barbadoes were treated with the greateft barba¬ 
rity, and that he was very politive that the impreflion con¬ 
cerning their treatment, was made on his mind at the 
time and on the fpot, for he repeatedly told the people of 
Bridgetown, that he hoped to live to fee the unfortunate 
fituation of thefe poor wretches taken up by feme Member 
of Parliament, and that lhould fuch an event take place, he 
fliould look upon it as his duty to offer a voluntary declara¬ 
tion of what he knew of the matter. 


R2 
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CHAP. V. 


Whether the Natives of Africa , thus procured\ tratfporied, 
and oiflavcd) ate not equal to the Europeans In Capacity , 
Feeling , Affe£Uon y and Moral Character y and whether if 
Individuals jhottld be found Inferior in Moral Character , 
it be not owing to their Connection with the latter, or to the 
Trade ino laves* 


Whether the Natives of Africa are equal 
to the Europeans in Capacity. 


Wadftrom thinks the understanding of the natives 
of Africa capable of equal improvement with thofe of the 
whites, and as a proof, he States feveral of the manufac¬ 
tures, which they carry on from the river Senegal to the 
river Salium. 

The natives, fays he, are particularly Skilful in manu¬ 
facturing gold and iron, The art of working the former, 

he 
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he h Jieves, they derived from the Moors, but they are now 
al;nofi: the foie ariifts thetnfeIves, having never feen but 
one Moor working in that branch. They arc equal to any 
European goldfmith in filagree or trinket work, and even 
in other articles, fuch as buckles, except in the chafles, 
tongues, and anchors, which they do not manufacture fo 
well* The iron which they forge is on anvils of a remark¬ 
able hard and heavy wood, when they cannot get (tone for 
the purpofe. 

f They manufacture alfo cloth and leather with uncom¬ 
mon neatnefs. The former they die alio blue, yellow, 
brown and orange. The cloth is made bell at Sailmn. 
Tl he latter they tan and work into fandals, and into a variety 
of ufeful and ornamental articles. 


Befides the above, they are fkilful in making indigo and 
foap. They make alfo pottery ware, and prepare fait for 
their own ufe from the fea water. 


They make alfo canoes, but as wood of a fufikient clofe 
texture is feldom found on the fea filore, they make them 
principally in the interior parts. Here they fhape, but do 
not hollow them. When fhaped, they are dragged by a 
number of the natives for weeks together (each village gene¬ 
rally undertaking to drag them to the next, and receiving 
in return partly Europeans merchandize, and partly fifh 
and faltj till they come to the fea fhore. The ropes with 
which they drag them, are made of a kind of aloe, growing 
abundantly in the country, and when well made by the 
native*, they are exceeding flrong and good. 


Mr. 
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Mr, Wadftrom offered to produce, if neceflary, fp'x i- 
mens of feveral of the above manufactures, which he had 
brought with him from the coaft. 

Nearly the fame accounts are given of their manufac¬ 
tures by Dalrymple, Kiernan, and Captain Wilfon: and 
Hall, Newton, Surgeon Wilfon, Sir George Young, Fal- 
conbridge, Captain Thompfon and Tovvne, (without 
enumerating many of their manufactures like the former) 
declare their capacities to be good, or equal to thofe of the 
Europeans. 


In Feeling and Affection. 


With refpect to their feeling and affection, one inOance 
may be taken from Mr. Falconbritlge. Being fent to 
choofe’fome Haves out of a yard at Cape-Coat Caftle, he 
objected to one that was meagre, arid put him afide. Mr. 
Falconbridge obferving a tear Heal down the man's cheek, 
which the man alfo endeavoured to conceal, inquired of 
him the reafon,—upon which he faid, he was going to be 
parted from his brother. 

As a fecond inftance, Surgeon Wilfon fays, that at Bonny, 
one of the people called Breechies, of the higher clafs, was 
brought on board. Fie feemed to take his fituation to heart, 
and became ill; but from indulgences, which none of the 

ret 
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reft had, he partly recovered. When he was convakfeent, 
a young woman was alfo brought on board, who proved to 
be his filler. On their firft meeting, they Hood in fiknee, 
and looked at each other apparently with thegrcateftaffc<5Vion ; 
—they rulhed into each others arms—embraced feparated 
themfelves again,—and again embraced. Surgeon Willbn 
perceived the tears to run down the lema'e’s cheeks. The 
man had a return of his former complaint, and his lifter at¬ 
tended him. with the greatert care. The firft thing Ihc did 
in a morning, was to come to Surgeon Wiifon, andafk how 
her brother did. He at length died—on the news of this, 
his filler wept bitterly* tore her hair, and Ihewed other figns 
of dilfra&ion. They carried her fate to South America, and 
there delivered her as a Have. 

As a third inftance, that mentioned by J. Parker may be 
introduced, (page 59 j of the poor woman turning her head 
on one fide, when obliged by the whip to drop her dead 
child overboard, and weeping afterwards for many hours. 

Mr. Wadftrom is clearly convinced, that the natives of 
Africa actually furpafs in afte&ion fuch of the Europeans as 
he has known. 


In Moral Character. 


On the moral character of the natives, Mr. Wadftrom 
fays, that they are very honeft and holpitablc. He has often 
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paikd days and nights alone with them without the leaft fear, 
and was treated with all civility and kindiiefs. 

Captain WiHon calls them grateful and affedionate— 
T hey treated him moft kindly, he fays, when many miles up 
the country, and unprotected, vying with each other in en¬ 
tertaining him, and numbers fhed tears at his departure. 

Captain Thompfon, in fpeaking to them, calls them harm- 
lefs and innocent. Storey, Dalrvmple, Howe, Towne, and 
Bowman, join in the epithets of “ Friendly and hofpitable 
to which the latter adds, juft and punctual in their deal¬ 
ings and they are deferibed by Hall to be as capable of 
virtue as the whites. 


Moral Character altered as they became 
acquainted with the Europeans, or the 
Trade in Slave's. 


Such appears to be the moral character of the Africans 
when they have but little intercourfe with the Europeans, or 
the trade in Haves: but as they becomecoaneCted with thefe, 
it appears by the evidence, that it becomes proportionable 
changed. 

In proof to this, Mr. Newton obferves, that the natiyes 
are often friendly, and may be Huffed, where not previoufly 

deceived 
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deceived by the Europeans. He has lived in fafety arnoilg 
them when the only white man there. The beft people h& 
ever met with were on the River Giboon and at Caps 
Lopez. Thefe had then t^e leaft Intercourfe with Etifopg* 
and he believes no tra le in flaves, for their trade wits ivory 
and wax, and he has heard them fpeak in emphatick tettiiS 
againft the other. 

Dr Trotter fays, they are fufceptibie of all the facial 
virtues, and he has feen no bad habits, but among thcfa (urns 
inftance excepted } who were engaged in trade with the vVhit£S/s 

Lieutenant Storey fays, that they are more honeft inland 
than upon the fhore. 

They are alfo defcribed by Mr. Towne to be iii general 
hofphable and kind, but to differ as our own people in eha* 
rafter. Thofe, who live inland are innocent: thofe Oil the 
coaft learn to be rougifh, which he deferibes to their inter* 
courfe with the Europeans. 


This Equality proved by others who have 

SEEN THEM IN THB WFST INDIES, 


The fame accounts are alfo given of them after theif 
arrival in the Weft Indies. Giles and Woolrich obferves 
their inteliefts to be good, and Harrifon, jackfbn, Duncan, 
S Stuart, 
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Stuart, Cook, the Dean of Middleham, and Rees, to Le 
equal to thofe of the Europeans^ The fame eqi all tv to the 
whites, is mentioned by Harrifon,Cook, Duncan and Davi>;£, 
to hold good with refpeCt to their difpofitions alfo. ne- 
rofdy, fidelity, and gratitude, are allowed them by Stuart. 
Thefe virtues Dr. Jackfon enumerates, and adds charity to 
all in diftrefs, and a flrong attachment on the part of the 
parents to their children. Baillie infifts on the fame, of 
which he gives fome inftances, and Woolrich, after Hating 
that he knows of no exception to their poffefling the foetal 
affections as ftrongly as the whites, fays, that he never knew 
an African, who could exprefs himfelf, but allowed of a 
Supreme Being. 

To this account may be added the words of Captain 
Smith, who fays, he always confidered them as a keen, fen- 
fible, well-difpofed people, where their habits wete not 
vitiated by cruel ufage on the part of the Europeans. 


CHAP- 



CHAP. VI. 


Whether the Natives of Africa have not many and valuable 
Productions in their own Country , in which they could offer 
a Trade to the Europeans i.the Place of the Trade in 
Slaves , 


Productions of Africa. 


A.MONG the produ£ions of Africa, mentioned by the 
different evidences, may be reckoned Millet of various ferns, 
Pulfe, Indian Corn, and Rice.* Of ■. the Iaft of thefe arti¬ 
cles, it appears to have been proved often by experiment, 
that it is much heartier and better than the Carolina. 

In the next clafs may be reckoned cotton, indigo, tobacco, 
and fugar cane. Dairymple fays of the cotton, that it 


* The African rice has a red husk t but is beautifully white 
when the husk is taken off. 
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is efteemed far fuperior to that from the Well Indies. H® 
fays the fame of ttye fpgar cane, and as t<? the Indigo, it is 
tjojifidered to be equal to that from Guatimala, 

In the next clafs may be mentioned, black pepper, the 
fame as that from the Eaft: Indies, long pepper, Malaguetia, 
or grains of Paradife, red pepper of various forts, but part 
ticularly the Cayanne, a fpecies of ginger, cardamoms, wild 
nutmegs, and cinnamon. Mr. How fays of tire cinnamon, 
that one fort of it is not inferior to that imported from the 
paft Indies. Some of the former brought to England, 
fetched a better price than the latter. He has feen the real 
Cinnamon both at Bombay and Cambay, brought there as 
prefents from Ceylon, and fays, that the hark, leaves, arid 
whole ftruchire of the tree, are alike in Africa and the Eaft 
Indies, He has no doubt whatever, but that * fpices in 
general might be cultivated with great fuccefs in the African 
foil and climate, 

; ,Jn the fourth clafs it may be mentioned, that there are- 
gums of various kinds, but. particularly the grim copal, 
Alhdoedita ajfo is to be found in Africa, and Mr- Wadftrom 
•^feits, that the celerated Dr. Sparman, his fellow travel¬ 
ler, among nearly three fhoufand plants, which t\h cohered 
there for the Cabinet of Natural .Hiftory of the Royal 
Academy at Stockholm, found a part, if not the whole, 
of the material Medjca, a? y/cli as drugs for various many- 
Inuring ufes, 


: £qpiain *Tbmpfon qnty beard of the wild nutmegs being 

there i whereas the other articles haw been hoik Jeers and cql~ 
ktled. 

U 




( *49 ) 


In the fifth clafs may be included woods and roots. 
Among thefe are mentioned, iron, wood, bar-wood, cam¬ 
wood, and ebony; alfo various woods, roots, and vegeta¬ 
bles for dying: the root of a plant called booden, dy^s 
fcariet, and the folks of it a beautiful yellow. There are 
alfo orange and brown dyes produced from vegetable pro¬ 
ductions, which grow m fuch abundance, fays Mr. Wad- 
itrom, i t the uuminions of Darnel,, that his whole army is 
cirri ltd in cloth that is dved from thefe. T he fame gentle¬ 
man mentions alfo a kind of a bean, in his pofolTion, which 
is alfo ufed in dying, and carried on camels for this purpofe, 
in quantities, to Morocco, 1 here are alfo timber nees. 
Qj the Utter, a fpecies of the Ticktoma grandis is found 
in plenty air qyer the Gold Coafl, This wood is confidertd 
as the belt in the world for fhip building, the vvorni neither 
touching, nor the iron corroding it. Sir George Young 
fays, in addition to this, that he has found a great deal of 
fine timber fit for fhip building on other parts of the coafl, 
and he once fii’.v a veifel a&ually built of the woods of 
Sierra Leon. Befides thefe, it is aforted by feverai of the 
evidences, thstf there are beautiful woods for cabinet work, 
and Mr. Howe (fates, that there are many parrs of Africa, 
where the foil is the fame as that in the Province of Guzze- 
yat in the Eait Indies, where he found the real fundal- 
WQgT 

To the produ&ions above may be added, in a fixth clafs, 
wax, honey, palm oil, ivory and gold ; and in a feventh, 
plantanes, yams, fwept potatoes, eddoes, caflada, cocoa nuts, 
bananas, pint apples, oranges, limes, wild grapes, and all 
gth.er tropica! productions. 


CHAP. 



CHAP. VII 


IFheiher the Natives of Africa have not a fujficieni Spirit of 
Commerce , as well as a fufficient portion of Indujhy among 
them to .embark in a new Trade in the Productions of their 
own Country; but whether the Slave-Trade be not an infu~ 
perable impediment thereto . 


Natives have Industry - and Spzrit of Commerce 
for a New Trade. 


Mr WADSTROM obferves of the natives of Africa, 
that they have an extraordinary genius for commerce, and 
that their induftry is in ali regards proportionate to their de¬ 
mands. 

Confidently with this idea, we find fome of them not only 
cultivating fufficient provifions for themfelves, but an over¬ 
plus for certain towns (Kiernan, Waddrom. Wilfon, and 

Howe, 
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Howe;) others cultivating corn and rice for the (hipping 
that come among them, (Kiernan, Falconbridge, Dove, 
Bowman, Wadftrom, Hall, Newton;) others bringing 
large bundles of rice on their heads of forty or fifty pounds 
weight from the inland country to the fea fiiore, and then 
travelling back loaded with European goods, (Hall, Storey, 
Bowman ;) others going in armed bodies even a month’s 
journey inland with various articles for trade, (S.orey;) others 
wooding and watering the fhips, (Falconbridge;) and others 
hiring themfelves out to the Europeans to work at a low 
price both in boats and on the fhore, (Newton, Sir George 
Young, and Thompfon.J 

la (host, fays Hall, they were never indolent when they 
could work to advantage. They were willing to do any 
thing, fays Morley, for which they had a profpeft of being 
paid. They were always induftrious, fays Dalrymplc, 
where there was a demand. Bowman believes they would 
have put more land into cultivation than they did when he 
was there, had a greater fupply of rice been wanted by the 
(hipping—they told him that they fhould like to trade more 
in their own produce ; and Falconbridge is fo Cure, that, if 
properly encouraged, they would make any change the Eu¬ 
ropeans pleafed, that he is himfelf going again to Africa to 
make the experiment. 

Mr. Kiernan fpeaks in the fame terms. They cultivate, 
fays he, cotton, indigo, and tobacco, but this they do for 
themfelves only; for though- they are never backward when 
encouraged, yet the Europeans have encouraged them only 
to raife provilions, and never the other articles. 


The 
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The.Slave Trade an insuperable impediment 
thereto. 


It is evident then, from the above accounts, that the want 
of encouragement is at .lead one reafon vvhy the natives of 
Africa do not elfablifh a trade in the productions of their own 
country, as enumerated in the laft chapter. Now this, want 
of encouragement we trace from Wadflrom finally to pro-* 
ceed from the trade in flaves, for fuch conftartt encourage¬ 
ment he obferves is given by the merchants to the Have trade, 
and the minds of the natives arc in confequerce fo wholly 
occupied in it, /that little or no encouragement remains for 
the other. 

Sir George Voung, and Lieutenant Storey, both come to 
the fame conclufion ; and Lieutenant Simpfon avers, that on 
repeatedly afleing the black traders what they would do if the 
Have trade were abolished, he was repeatedly anfwered that 
they would foon find out another trade. 

Mr. Wadflrom alfo mentions the Have trade as an impe¬ 
diment to a trade in the natural productions of the coun¬ 
try, not only becaufe it diminifhes the encouragement of the 
latter, as juft explained, but becaufe it fubjeCts the natives, 
who might be willing to follow it, to be made flaves, for, 
as he obferves, they dare never go out into the fields unlefs 
well armed. 


Mr. 
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.Mir; Wadftrom is fuppr.rv.i in this (orntvl 
^8 a caufe.byCaptain Wiifon, who, in -mg n renCn 
why rile Have trade obHruds the civilization and com.-;, ;vo 
of the natives, fays they will not for a temporary gratifi¬ 
cation rifque the being kidnapped, and carried into per¬ 
petual flavery. 

That the flave trade then, either by dimirtifhlng the proper 
encouragement to the natives, or endangering their perfons, 
or by doing both, is the real caufe why they do not or cannot 
exert their induHry in cultivating the various articles, which 
their country has been proved to produce, can be afeertained 
from fads ; for Mr. Dalrymple has remarked, that in thofe 
parts of the coaft where there is little or no trade for Haves, 
they are a&ually more induHrious than in thofe places where 
the trade is carried on. 

Captain Hall faysalfo, that he found cultivation in by far 
the highefl Hate at the ifland of Feriiandipo, fo that the yams, 
which were the principal produce there, were made to run up 
like vines upon Hicks. But here he obferves, firft, that the 
natives had great encouragement, for all the iJi'ps from Ca¬ 
labar, Del Rey, and the Carlieroons, fent their boats there 
for thefe articles, as to the regular market, and, fecondly, 
that they had no trade in flaves. 

Mr. Falconbridge alfo has occafion fo obferve, that at 
Bonny, the mofl confiderable place for Haves, there was a 
time in the late war when the Have trade was fo interrupted, 
as to ceafe to be carried on, and that on his aflring the black 

7 traders 



traders what they had done during this interval, they anfwered 
they had been obliged to cultivate the earth for their fupport, 

Mr. How adds, that he has been aim oft upon,every fet- 
dement, that bel >ngs to the Englifh, on the coaft of Africa, 
and that he found the culture always in a higher degree, 
where there was but little of the flave trade, and juft the re* 
verfe where die Have trade was carried on more at large* 



CHAP. VIII, 


Whether the Slave Trade he not a Grave for the Seamen 
employed in it,—apd whether a Trade in the Natural Pro* 
dufiiom of Africa would he the fame. 


Loss of Seamen in the Slave Trade while i$ 
the Service of their respective Ships, 

HE ftatements, made by the different evidences of the 
{ofs of feamen while on board their refpe£live fhips, urn 
queftio.nable prove the Have trade to be the grave of our 
marine: but as an account has been fince made for the 
Houfe of Commons exprefsly upon this point, taking all the 
ilave-fhips promifcuoully from the ports of Liverpool and 
Lriftol for a number of years back, and made up from the 
•murter-rolls of each fliip, it will be more proper to quote 
from fo general and extenfive an account, than front the 
feftimony of a few, even the heft informed, individuals. 

T 3 Abstract 
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Abstiact of fuch of the Mufter-rolls of Liverpool and 
Briftol Slave Ships as were returned into the Cuftom- 
Houfes there, from September, 1784, to January 
5th, 1790, 


PERIODS. 

No. of 
Veffeh : 

Original 

Crews. 

Died of 
original 
Crews. 

Brought 
Home of 
Original 
Crews. 

Prom 1784 to 1785, 

74 

2915 

615 

1279 

From 1785 to 1786,- | 

62 

2163 

43 6 

944 

From 1786 to 1787, 

66 

2136 

433 

1073 

From 1787 to 1788, 

68 

2422 

623 

IU 4 

From 1788 to Jan, 50 

* 79 °* J 

'80 

*627 

53 6 

235 ® 

Total 

350 

12,263 

2643 

! 5760 


It appears firft then, that if we look at the feamen while 
employed on board their rcfpe&ive (hips, and judge of them 
from the above accounts, we ftiall fee the deftru&ive nature 
of the Have trade, for it appears that in 3^0 veftels 12,263 
feamen were employed out of whom 2643 were loft, that is 
fay, that more than a fifth of the whole number employed, 
or more than feven in every fingle voyage periled. 


If 
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If again we look at fuch of them as are difcharged or dc~ 
fert in the Weft Indies, where the mufter-rolis ccafe to take 
an account of them, (for fo fyftematical does the manage¬ 
ment of the trade appear by the fecond and fourth columns, 
that nearly one-half of thofe who go out with the lhips are 
conftantly * left behind) and judge of them by what the dif¬ 
ferent evidences have to fay of them there, we (hall fee great 
reafon to apprehend another very fevere lofs befides that 
already ftated to happen among them while on board their 
rcfpe&ive ftiips. 

To (hew this in the moft unqueftionable manner, we may 
begin with Captain Kail (of the merchants fervice.) The 
crews of the African fhips, fays he, when they arrived in the 
Welt Indies, are generally (he does not know a Angle inftance 
to the contrary) in a fickly, debilitated ftate, and the fcamen, 
who are difcharged or defert from thofe fhips in the Weft 
Indies, are the moft miferable objeds he ever m 6 t with in 
any country in his life. He has frequently feen them with 
their toes rotted off, their legs fwelled to the fize of their 
thighs, and in an ulcerated ftate all over. He has feen 
them on the different wharfs in the iflands of Antigua, Bar- 
badoes, and Jamaica, particularly at the two laft iflands. 
He has alfo feen them lyinr under the cranes and balconies 
of the houfe near the water-fide in Barbadoes and Jamaica 


'* Some ofthefe are again taken up by other Guinea-men, but 
very few . When a vejj'el has once fold her Jlaves , Jhe requires^ 

but few feamen to bring her home. 

expiring, 



( ) 


expiring, and fome quite dead. He met with an inftancc 
in July (s; 89) of a dead fb'iman lying on one of the wharfs 
in Bridgc-To.vn, Barbadoes, who has been landed out of an 
African fhip. 


&OS3 among such as are discharged ok desert 
in the West Indies—horrid state of them 

THERE, 


To confirm the afTertion of Captain Hall, of the merchants 
fervice, that the crews of the Guinea-men generally arrived 
Ht their detUned ports of fale in a fickiy, debilitated Hate, 
we may appeal to Captain Hall, of the navy, who a Herts, 
that in talcing men (while in the Weft Indies) our of 
merchants fliips for he king’s fervice, he has, in taking a 
part of the crew of a Guinea fliip, whofe number then con¬ 
fided of feventy, been able to felect hut thirty, who could 
have been thought capable of ferving on board any /hips of 
war, and when thofe thirty were furveyed by order of the 
admiral, he was reprimanded for bringing fuch men into the 
fervice, who were more likely to breed diftempers than to 
be of any ufe, and this at a tinfe--flvhen feamen were fo much 
wanted, that almoft any thing would have been taken. He 
adds alfo that this was not a fingular inftance, hut that it was 
generally the cafe j for he had many opportunities between 
the years 1769 and 1773 of feeing the great diltrefies of crews 
pf Guinea fliips, when they arrived in the Weft Indies. 

We 
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We may appeal alfo to Captain Smith, of the navy, who 
afierts that though he may have boarded near twenty of thefat 
veflels in the Weft Indies, for the purpofe of imprefling men# 
lie was never able to get more than two men, "The prin¬ 
cipal reafon was the fear of infe&ion, having feen many of 
them in a very difordered and ulcerated date* 

The aflertion alfo of Captain Hall, of the merchants fervice* 
relative to their fituatibn after their arrival at their defined 
ports of fale* is confirmed by the reft of the evidences in the 
minuteft manner; for the feamen belonging to the ftave- 
veflels are there deferibed, as lying about the wharfs arid 
cranes, or wandering about the ftreets or iflands # full of fores 
and ulcers, by Jeffreys, Dairymple, Ellifon, Morley, Davifon, 
Bailliej Towne, Bowman, H. Rofs, Douglafs, Simpfon, 
Thompfon, and Forftcr The epithets alfo of ficklv, ema¬ 
ciated, abjedt, deplorable objects, are applied to them. 
They are mentioned again tc* be deftitute, and ftarving, and 
without the means of fupport, no merchantmen taking them 
in becaufe they are unable to work, and men of war refufing 
them for fear of infection. Many of them are alfo deferibed 
to be lying about in a dying ftate; and others have been a&u-» 
ally found dead, and the bodies of others have been feen 
carried by the negroes to be interred. 

As a farther proof, and that an undeniable orie, that the 
above defeription of perfons is notorious in the iflands, it 


* It is afferted h r the evidences, that thev never [aw any other 
than Guinea feamen in that flats in the IVejl indies. 

% appear^ 
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appears by the evidence, that they are marked by a peculiar 
and cant-name, according to the fort of place which they 
ufually haunt. When they are feen lying about the cranes 
and wharfs, they are termed wharfingers, when on the beach, 
and where there are no wharfs, Beach-Horners, and they are 
known by the appellation of Scowbankers at Dominique, 

It may be remarked here, that this difeafed and forlorn 
ftate of the feamen is io mfeparabie from the Have trade, that 
the different evidence have not only witnefled it at Jamaica, 
Antigua, and Barbadoes, (the places mentioned by Captain" 
Hall) but wherever they have feen Guinea-men arrive, 
namely at St. Vincents, Grenada, Dominque, and in North 
America alfo. * 


* The rtafons why fuck immense numbers are left behind in 
the Weft Indies, as are found in this dcphrakle ftate, are the 
following. The feamen leave their fhips from ill ufage , fays 
EUifon. It is ufual for Captains, fays Glappefon and Toung 
to treat them ill , that they may deftrt and forfeit their wages. 
Three ethers ftate, they are left behindpurpofely by their Captains ; 
and Mr. H- Rofs adds , in theft emphatical words , “ that it 
was no uncommon thing for the Captains to fend or fhore , a few 
hours before they jail, their lame, emaciated, andftck feamen, 
leaving them to perijh 


Effects 
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Effects of the Trade visible on theConsti¬ 
tution, EVEN AFTER THEY RETURN HOME* 


Having now traced the bad efie&s of the Have trade as 
vifiblc among the feamen, while employed in it, and among 
thofe alfo who leave it at the port of delivery, it may be 
proper to add, that they are perceptible among many of them? 
even after their'return to their native country: for Mr. Fal- 
conbridge fays, that he was a pupil in the Briftol infirmary 
for twelve months, and that the greateft paft of the difeafed 
feamen there, in that time, were feamen who had belonged 
to the flave veflels, and 'though thefe generally vfent out ot 
the infirmary better than Went they came in, yet their health 
appeared to be fo far deftioyed as never to be able to be 
perfevily refiored. 


Grounds of Presumption, that a Trade in the 
natural Productions of Africa would not 

JBE ATTENDED WITH SUCH A LOSS. 


As to the qticftion, whether the trade in the natural pro* 
dudtions of Africa would be equally deftrucltve to the feamert 
employed in it as the trade in Oaves, there cannot, in the 
nature of things, be that fort of pofitive evidence as in the 
former cafe. There arc, however, three fptchs of pre- 
furnption, from whence fome conclufions may be drawn. 

U * Th? 
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The fir ft is the following. Captain Thompfor., when 
4B the Coaft of Africa, lay for feveral weeks near a veflel, 
which traded ih wood, ivory, and gum, (which is a cafe m 
point ? and he had the beft accounts from his officers of the 
heahhinefs and good order of this fhip. This, however, is 
the only veflel of the kind, which any of the evidences have 
feed. 

A fecond fpecies of prefiimption is to be entertained from 
the opinion of thofe, who have vifited the Coaft of Africa. 
The fame Captain Thompfon fays, that he does not think 
a trade in the natural productions of Africa would be fo 
detii mental to the health of the feamcn as the flave trade, 
for they would not be liable to fo much unpleafant and hard 
work, or fuch expofure to dews and weather Mr. Newton 
afierts alfo that fuch a trade might be carried on without 
much expofure to weather and.ill treatment, the * natural 
attendants of the flave trade; and Sir George Young is of 
opinion, that a trade in the natural productions of Africa 
would not be attended with more inconvenience to the 
heaith of the feamen employed in it than the prefent t Weft 
India trade. 


* It is evident , that infurretions and contagious diforders 
front the Jlaves mujl be natural caufes of mortality to feamen in 
flave fhips, which could not exfl in fhips in the other trade. 

t It was formerly urged by the Enemies of the Abolition , that 
the mjl-lndia trade was as definitive to feamen as the flave 
trade , but by an account made up for the Houfe of Commons, 
from-the Mujler-Rolls of if eji-lndiamen, it appears that out of 
462 vejfels , carrying 7640 feamen , only 118 were hfl } or about 
me in Jixly-fivtt, ' 

- The 
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Thi! third fpecies confifts in certain rfsls going to the 
fame £oaft> viz. men of war, which do not experience the 
fame proportion of loft. 

Captain Scott, of the Merlin* which carried ioo men, 
loft eight, of whom only four died of the diforders ©f the 
country. 

Sir George Young, in the fhip he commanded, which 
had ioo men, loft: two, who were fickly when they left 
England, and a boy by accident. 

Captain Thompfon, of the Nautilus, out of ioo buried 
one, who died by his own uegie£t. 

Captain Hills, of the Zephyr, out of 90 buried none. 

And Captain Wilfbn, of the Race-Horfe, out of ioo, 
did not lofe a man.. Thus, out of 490 in the fhips of war, 
©nly 12 were buried 


* It muft be remarked^ that when Captain Scott loft 8 out of 
lop, it ivas in the year 1769, fince which great improvements 
have been made for the health of the feamen ; and the Ed'tor 
knows , that the men of war new going to Africa, feldom Ife a 
man. 


<•> 


CHAP. 



CHAP. IX. 


Whether the Seaman employed in the Slave-Trade he not bar- 
bar01 if,y ufed in general , and ivbether fuch barbarous ufage 
be not peculiar to, or Jpring out of the very nature of, this 
trade. 


Barbarous usage of the Seamen employed in 
the Slave Trade. 

r J[ HAT the feamen employed in the Have-trade are worfe 
fed, both in poir.t of quantity and quality of provifions, 
than the feamen in other trade;;, is allowed by moft of the 
evidences, and that they have little or no ihelter night or 
day from the inclemency of the weather, during the whole 
of the Middle Paifage, is acknowledged by them all. 

With refpc£t to their perfonai. ill ufage, the following ex¬ 
tracts may fuihce. 

Mr. Morley aflferts, that the' feamen in all the Guinea- 
men he failed in, except one, were generally treated with 

great 
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great rigour, and many with cruelty. He recollects many 
inftances: Matthews, the chief mate of the Venn:;, Captain 
Forbes, would knock a man down for any frivolous thing 
with a cat, a piece of wood, or a cook’s axe, with which he 
once cut a man down the fhoukkr, by throwing it at him 
in a paflion. Captain Dixon likewife, in the Amelia, tied 
up the men, and gave them four or five dozen laflier at a 
time, and then rubbing them with pickles, made life of 
certain vulgar expreflions. Mr. Morley alfo himfelf, when 
he was Dixon’s cabin-boy, for accidentally breaking a glafs, 
was tied to the tiller by the hands, flogged with a cat, and 
kept hanging for fome time. 

Mr. Morley has feen the feamen lie and die upon deck. 
They arc generally, he fays, treated ill when Tick. He has 
known men aifc to have their wounds or ulcers dreffed ; and 
has heard the Doctor, with paths, teli them to ike their 
own dung and drefs them. 

Mr. Ellifon alfo, in describing the treatment in the 
Briton, fays, there was a boy on board, whom Wilfon, the 
chief mate was continually beating. One morning, in the 
paflage out, he had not got the tea-kettld boiled in time 
for his breakfaft, upon which, when it was brought, Wiifon 
told him he would feverely flog him after breakfaft. The 
boy, for fear of this, went into the lee fore chains. When 
Wilfon came from the cabin, and called for Paddy, (the 
name he went by, being an Irith boy) he would not come, 
but remained in the fore chains; on which Wilfon going 
forward, and attempting to haul him in, the boy jumped 
overboard, and was drowned. 


Another 
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Another time* on the Middle Paflage, the fame Wilfon 
ordered one James Alfifon, (a man he had been continually 
beating for triflles) to go into the womens’ room to ferape 
it** Allifon faid, he was not able, for he was very un¬ 
well ; upon which Wilfon obliged him to go down. Ob- 
ferving, however, that the man did not work, he afked him 
the reafon, and was anfwered as before,—that he was net 
able. Upon this, Wilfon threw a handfpike at him, which 
ftruck him on the bread:, and he dropped down to appearance 
dead.—Allifon recovered afterwards a little, but died the 
next day. 

Mr. Ellifon relates other inftances of ill ufage on board 
his own fliip, and with refpeit to inftances in others, he fays, 
that in all flave-lhips they are moll commonly beaten and 
knocked about for nothing. He recolle&s that on board the 
Phoenix, a Briftol Ihip, while lying on the coaft, the boat- 
fwain and five of the crew made their efcape in the yawl, 
but^vere taken up by the natives. When Captain Bilhop 
heard it, he ordered them to be kept on (hore at Forje, a 
fmatt town at the mouth of Calabar River, chained by the 
necks, legs,' and hands, and to have each a plantain a day 
only. The boatfwain, whofe name was Tom Jones, and 
an old Ihipmate of his, and a very good feaman, died raving 
mad in his chains therev iThe other five died in their 
chains alfo. 

Mr. Towne, in fpeaklng of (site treatment on board the 
Peggy, Captain Davifon, fays, that their chefts were brought 
upon deck, and ftaved and burnt, and themfelves turned 
put from lying below j and if any murmurs were heard 

among 
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among them? they were inhumanly beaten with any thing 
that came in the way, or flogged, both legs put in irons, 
and chained abaft to the pumps, and there made to work 
points and gafkets, during the Captain’s pleafure; and very 
often beat juft as the Captain thought proper. 
has often feen the Captain as he has waiked by, kick rjiem 
repeatedly, and ifthey have faid any tiling that he might 
deem ofFecfive, he has immediately called for a ftick to 
beat them with; they, at the fame time, having both legs 
in irons, an iron collar about their necks, and a chain; and 
when oh the Coaft of Guinea, if not releafed before their 
arrival there from their confinement, they were put into the 
boats, and made to row backwards and forwards, either 
with the Captain from fhip to fhip, or on any other duty, 
ftill both legs in irons, an iron collar about their necks, with 
a chain locked to the boat, and taken out when no other 
duty was required of them at night, and locked faft upon 
the open deck, expofed to the heavy rains and dews, with¬ 
out any thing to lie upon, or any thing to cover them. This 
was a practice on board the Peggy. 

He.faysalfo, that fimilar treatment prevailed on board 
the Sally, another of the fhips in which he failed. One 
•f the feamen had both legs in irons, and a collar about his 
neck, and was chained to the boat for three months, and 
very often moft inhumanly beaten for complaining of his 
fituation, both by the captain and other officers. At laft he 
became fo weak, that he could not ii$ upon the thwart or 
icat of the boat to row, or do any thing elfe. They then 
put him out of the boat, and made him pick oakum on 
board the fhip, with only threo pounds of bread a week, 

and 
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and half a pound of fak beef per day. He remained in that 
fkuation, with both his legs in irons* but the latter part of 
the tirne without a collar. One evening he came aft, during 
the Middle Paftage, to beg fomethirig to eat, or he fhould 
die. The captain on this inhumanly beat him, and ufed a 
great number of reproaches, and ordered him to go forward, 
and die and be damned. The man died in the night. The 
ill treatment on board the Sally was general. 

As another particular inftance, a landman, one Edward 
Hilton, was in the boat watering^ and complained of his 
being long in the boat without meat or drink. The boat- 
Twain being the officer, beat him with die boat’s tiller, 
having nothing elfe, and cut his head in feveral places, fo 
that'^ben he came on board he was all over blood. Mr. 
Town afked him the reafon of it. Hilton began to 
¥81 him, but before he could properly tell the ftory, the 
mate came forward, by order of the captain, the furgeon 
and the boatfwain, and allof them together, fell to beating 
him with their canes. The furgeon (truck him on the fide 
of his eye, fo that it afterwards mortified and was loft. He 
immediately had both his legs put in irons, after he had 
been fo beat that he could not ftand. The next morning 
he was put into the boat on the fame duty as before, ftilf 
remaining with both legs in irons, and locked with a chain 
to the boat, until fuch time as he became fo weak, that he 
was not able to remain any longer there. He was then 
put on board the fhip, and laid forwards, ftill in irons, very 
ill. His allowance was immediately flopped, as it was the 
furgeon’s opinion it was the only method of curing any one 
of them who complained of ilfnefs. He remained in that 

fituation 
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fituatiom after being taken out of the boat, for feme weeks 
after. During this time* Mr. Tovvne was obliged to go to 
Junk River, and on his return he enquired for Hilton, and 
was told that he was lying before the toremdfr, alrnoft dead. 
He went and fpoke to him, but Hilton feemed infeniib!e.< 
The fame day Mr. Tow r ne received his orders to go a 
fecond time in the fhallop to Junk River. After he had 
gotten under weigh, the commander of the fhaliop was 
ordered to bring to, and take Hilton in, and leave him on 
fhore any where. He lived that evening and night out, and 
died early the next morning, and was thrown overboard off 
Cape Mezzurado. 

Mr. Falconbridge, being called upon alfo to fpeak to' 
the ill ufage of leamen, fays, that on board the Alexander* 
Captain M‘Taggart, he has feen them tied up and flogged 
with the cat frequently. He remembers alfo an inftance 
of an old man, who was boatfvvain of the Alexander, having 
one night lbme words with the mate, when the boatfwain 
was feverely beaten, and had one or two of bis teeth knocked 
out. The boatfwain (aid he would jump overboard; upon 
which he was tied to the rail of the quarter-deck, and a 
pump-bolt put into his mouth by w ay of gagging him. He 
Was then untied, put under the half-deck, and a centinei 
put over him all night—in the morning he was releafed. Mr. 
Falconbridge always confidered him as quiet, inoffenfive 
fnan. In the fame voyage a black boy was beaten every 
day, and one day, after he was fo beaten, he jumped through 
one of the gun-ports of the cabin into the river.- A cano- 
was lying a long-fide, which dropped ailern,- and picked him 
up. Mr. Falconbridge gave him one of h ; s*bwn fhir's to 
put on,- and afkcd him if he did not bcpeol fo be devoured 
X fev 
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by the {Turks. The boy faid he did, and that it would he' 
much better for him to be killed at once, than to be daily 
■treated With fo much cruelty. 

Mr,^..Falconbridge remembers alfo, on board the fame 
{hip, thiftthfi black cook one day broke a plate. For this he 
had a fi%~gig darted at, him, which would certainly have 
deflroycd him if he had not ftooped or dropped down. At 
another time alfo, the carpenter’s mate had let his pitch-pot 
cat :h fire. He and the cook were accordingly both tied up, 
Gripped,, and flogged, but the cook with the greatefl: feverity. 
After that the cook had fait water and cayenne pepper rubbed 
upon his back. A man alfo came on board at Bonny, be¬ 
longing to a little fliip, (Mr. Falconbridge believes the cap¬ 
tain’s name was Dodfon, of Liverpool) which had been over- 
fet at new Calabar. This man, when he came on board, 
was in a convalefcent ftate. He was fevercly beaten one 
night, bat for what caufe Mr. Falconbridge knows not, 
upon which !-c came and applied to Mr. Falconbridge for 
fomething to rub his back with, Mr. Falconbridge was told by 
the captain not to give him any thing, and the man wasdefired 
to go forward. He went accordingly, and lay under the 
forecaftle. Mr. Falconbridge vifited him very often, at 
which times he complained of his hruifes. After this, lie 
had a return of the flux, and died in about three weeks 
from the time he was beaten. The bfl: words he ever 
fpoke to Mr. Falconbridge were (after {bedding tears) “ 1 
cannot punifh him,” (meaning the captain) “but God 
will.” Thefe are the mod remarkable inftances which Mr. 
Falkner recollects. He fays, however, that the ill treatment 
was"fo general, that only three in this .fliip efeaped being 
beaten out of fifty -perfons. 

T# 
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To thefe inftances, which fell under the eyes of the evi¬ 
dences now cited, we may add the obfervation of a gentle¬ 
man, who, though never in the Have trade, had yet great 
opportunities of obtaining information upon this fubje£l. 
Sir George Young remarks, that thofa feamen whom he 
faw in the have trade, while on the coaft in a man of war, 
complained of their ill treatment, bad feeding, and cruel 
ufage. j,They all of them wanted to enter-on hoard his 
Ihip. It was likewife the cuftom for the feamen of every 
Ihip he faw at a difhnce, to come on board him with their 
boats; mod of them quite naked, and threatening to turn 
pirates if he did not take them. This they told him openly. 
He is perfuaded, if he had given them encouragement, and 
had had a Ihip of the line to have manned, he could have 
done it in a very fliort time, for they would all have left 
their flops. He has alfo received feveral feamen on board 
his Ihip from the woods, where they had no fu bill fence, 
but to which they had fied for refuge from their refpe&ive 
ycffels. 


fjSAGE PECULIAR TO, OR SPRINGING OUT OK TH 
VERT NATURE OF THE TRADE IN SLAVE.-. 


That the above ere not the only mllanjes of barbarfy 
contained in the evidence, and that this barbarous uibee 
is peculiar to, or fpringing out of the very uatuie of if - 
trade in (laves, may be infilled on (rum the a-Isv- 


C pr.ha 


accounts: 
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Captain Hall, of the merchant’s lcrvice, believes the 
ffiamen are in general treated with great barbarity in the 
fiave (hips, and he does not know of their being ill treated 
in any other feivice. 

Captain Thompfon concludes, from the many complaints 
be received from fcamen, while on the coafr, that they 
are far from being well treated on board the Have fhips. 
One Bowden fwam from the Fifher of Liverpool, Captain 
Kendal, to the Nautilus, amidd a number of fliarks, to 
claim his protection. Kendal wrote for the man, who 
xsfufed to return, hiving his life would be endangered. 
He therefore kept him in the Nautilus till the was paid off, 
and found him a diligent, willing, active feaman. Several 
of the crew, he thinks, of the Brothers, of Liverpool, 
Captain Clark, fwam towards the Nautilus, when palling 
by. Two only ^cached her. The red he believes re¬ 
gained their own Ihip. The majority of the crew had 
the day before come on board the Nautilus in a boat to 
complain of ill ufage, but .he had returned them with an 
officer to inquire into and redrefs their complaints. Me 
received many letters from Latr.cn in Have fhips, complain- 
it g of si! tih:gv, ana mining mm to protect them, or take 
them on boa;d. Me is indiird to think, that fhips trading 
in the produce of /•'.Tea, are not io ill tiled as thofe in the 
Have lltips. Several of his own officers gave him the bell 
accounts of the treatment in the Lis, a veil'd trading for 
wood, gums, and ivory, near which the Nautilus by for 
fome'weeks. 

Lieutenant Simp foil fays, that on bus firffc voyage, when 
lying at Ivrt Agpo'ionia, the Fly Guincaman was in the 
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roads. On the return of the Adventure’s boat from the 
Fort, they were healed by fome feamen belonging to the 
Fly, requeuing that they might be taken from on board 
the Guineaman, and put on board the man of war, for 
that their treatment was fuch as to make their lives mifer- 
able. The boat, by the direction of Captain Parry, was 
fent to the Fly, and one or two men were brought on 
board him. In his fecond voyage he recollects feeing the 
Albion Guineaman, fhe carried a prefs of fail, feemingly 
to avoid them, but finding it impracticable (he fpokp them 5 
the day after which the captain of the Albion brought a 
feaman on board the Adventure, whom he wiftied to be 
left there, complaining that he was a very riotous and dis¬ 
orderly man. The man, on the contrary, proved very 
peaceable and well -behaved, nor was there one fingle in*» 
fiance of his conduct, from which he could fuppofe h© 
merited the character given him. He feemed to rejoice at 
quitting the Albion, and informed Mr. Simpfon that he was 
cruelly beaten both by the captain and furgeon ; that he was 
half Itarved ; and that the furgeon neglected the lick feamen, 
alleging, that lie was only paid for attending the flaves. 
He alfo informed Mr. Simpfon, that their allowance of pro¬ 
visions was increafed, and their treatment fomewhat better 
when a man of war was on the coaft. He recollects 
another infiance of a feaman, with a leg fhockingly ulce¬ 
rated, requeuing a pafiage in the Adventure to England 
alleging that he was left behind from a Guineaman. He 
alleged various infiances of ill treatment he had received, 
and confirmed the failor of the Albion’ account, that their 
allowance of provilions was increafed, and treatment better, 
when a man of war was on the coaft. During Mr. Simp¬ 
fon’s 
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Ton’s flay at / Cape Coaft Caftle, the Adventure’s boat was 
Tent to Anamaboe, to the Spy Guineaman; on her return, 
three tv.m were concealed under her fails, who had left the 
flave Ihip—they complained their treatment was fo bad, 
that their jives were miferable on board—beaten and half 
ftarved. There were various other inftances which efcape 
his memory. Mi. bimpfon fays, however, that he has 
never heard any complaints from Weft Indiamen, or other 
merchant fhips ; on the contrary, they wifhed to avoid a 
man of war; whereas, if the captain of the Adventure had 
Aliened to all the complaints made to him from Tailors of 
flave Ihips, and removed them, he mull have greatly diftref- 
fed the African trade. 

Captain Hall, of the navy, fpeaking on the fame fubjed, 
aflerts, that as to peculiar modes of puniihment adopted in 
Guineamen, he once faw a man chained by the neck in the 
main top of a flave Ihip, when palling under the ftern of his 
Majefty’s ft.lip Crefcent, in Kingfton-Bay, St. Vincent’s ; 
and was told by part of the crew, taken out of the fhip at 
their own requeft, that the man had been there one hundred 
and twenty days. He fays he has great reafon to believe, 
that in no trade are feamen fo bacliy treated as in the flave- 
trade, from their always flying to men of war for redrels, 
and whenever they come within reach ; whereas men front 
Weft Indian or other trades, feidom apply to a Ihip of war.** 


* The circumjlance of feamen in the Slave-trade being de- 
Jirous of leaving their fhips , and' of th oj e in other trades /Paying 
by them , when in jight of men of war f is confirmed a ijo Ly 
Captains Smith and ft/lfon, f the navy. 

The 
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The laft evidence, whom perhaps it will appear ncceflary 
to cite on this occafion, is the Reverend Mr. Newton. 
This gentleman agrees in the ill ufage of the leamen alhuLd 
to*, and believes that the Have trade itfetf is a great cauie of 
it, for he thinks that me real or fuppofed neceflity of treat¬ 
ing the negroes with rigour, gradually brings a numbneft 
upon the heart, and renders moft of thofe who are engaged 
in it two indifferent to the fufferings of their fellow crea¬ 
tures; and he fuppofes there is no trade in which feamen 
are treated with fo little humanity as in the African Have 
trade. He has himfelf feen the feamen when ffck, beaten 
for being la7,y, till they have died under the blows. 


, * It will be pfoper to mention here, that femoral fpecWck fa Sis 
of the ill treatment of feamen in the jlave-trade have been 
emitted tn thefe accounts, as tvcll as that this ill ufage is con¬ 
firmed by more of the witneffes , viz. Trotter, Dove, Parker, 
Storey, and Forjler ; on the other hand, about Jeven captains 
may be traced', three ofwhofe names only are mentioned , v-v. 
Butler, Smith, and Frazer, -who have had the merit of going 
ivgah ji the current of bad example in the abufe of feamen in 
this trade. If it jkould be ajked how it happens that feamen 
enter for jlavc-vrffels, when juch general ill i jape .there ran 
hardly fail of being known, the reply mujl be taken from the 
evidence, “ that whereas feme of them enie. . dun tardy, the 
greater part of them are trepanned, for that il is the Injmcfs 
of certain landlords to make than intoxicated, and get than 
into debt , after vehicle their only alternative is a Guineaman 
§r a gaol.- 


CHAP. 



CHAP. X 


PFhether it he true , as feme fay, that the Natives of Africa 
are happier in the European Colonies than in their own 
Country . 


Slaves well used in Africa. 


X F there be any of the Haves happier in the colonies 
than they were at home, they mu ft be fuch as were for¬ 
merly Haves in their own country; and if fo, the African 
ruuft be ihewn to be more oppreflive than the colonial 
llavery. 

This, however, is fo far from being the cafe, thai\ as 
Mr. H. Rofs ohferves, though on another occafion, any 
comparifon between the ftate of the two is an * infult 

to 


* Some have even gone fo far as to fay, that they are happier 
than the labouring poor oj this country ; hut it has been amply 
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to common feme, Th: Jl^vcs u\ A idea are roemloned 
by Mr. Townc a* never ill ufej by their own people. 
They are treated, fays Mr. K.iomnri, as Europeans treat 
people o* their own family. They are eh far toed again by 
Hall and Dalrvmple as eating and drinking with their 
matters. Captain Wilfon fays alfo, they live with their 
matters, and are not diftlnguifhable from them. Mr. 
Falconbridge never faw any whom by their treatment he 
could fay were flaves. Mr. Wadttrom fpeaks of them as 
well ufed, and Mr Morley, -as treated with kindnefs, and 
better than in the Weft "Indies. 

Now, if the lives of the flaves in Africa fhould be fo 
much happier (as may be feen by comparing the above 
accounts with thofe in Chap. IV.) than the lives of the 
flaves in the European colonies, it will not be doubted that 
freemen in former parts of the work! muft be happier than 
flaves in the latter. 

Though thv obfervations already made might be fuffi- 
cient, both with refpetl to fuch as having been originally 
freemen, and fuch as having been originally * flaves in their 
8 Y own 


refuted by Woolrich, Captain Wllfon, Jeffreys, Rees, Deari 
of Middleham, and H. Raj's, the latter of whom, though be 
compared the different Circumjlances in their refpetthe 
fituations at the reqaejl of the Committee, prefaced it by faying, 
that any comparifon between the Jlafe of the two was an 
infult to common fenje . 

* Very few flaves _ in the Weft Indies (ire fuch as have been 
flaves in .Africa , for fays Dalnmple nmd Wadftrom, there are 
very few flaves m Africa at ail, and thofe w?o have them, fays 
Morley, do not like to fell them. 
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own country, are fent to the European colonies, to difprovc 
the afTertion infinuated in the title to this chapter, yet as 
there are other very (trong proofs in the evidence, it would 
be unpardonable not to cite them in the prefent cafe. 


Africans love their own Country, but destroy 

THEMSELVES IN THE COLONIES.' 


Mr. M. Cook has often heard Africans in the Weft 
Indies eXprefs their praife of their own country, and their 
regret at leaving it. Lieutenant Davifon obferves, it is 
common for Tick Africans to fay, with plcafure, they are 
going to die, and are going home from this Buccra (or 
White Man’s) country. jit is alfo notorious that the 
Africans, when brought into the Colonies, frequently 
deftroy tftemfelves. Dr. Harrifon, Coor, M. Terry, Cook, 
Fitzmaurice, Clappefon, Baillie Dalrymple, Davifon, Dean 
of Middleham, Captain Rofs, and Woolricfi,- all agree in 
this fa£L The caufes of it are deferibed in general to be 
ill treatment,' the defii’e of returning home, and the pre¬ 
ference of death to life when in the fituation of Haves, 
all of which are jR> many proofs of their fuperior happinefs 
in their own country.- It is alfo very remarkable, as we 
find from Mr. Coor, that thefe a£is of defperation fhouldr 
have been fo frequent as to have occafioned it to have 
paffed into an obfervation.. “ that the Gold Goafi negroes, 

wheR' 



( ! S9 5 


when driven to defpair, always cut their throats, and thofe 
of the molt inland country mofHy hang themfelves. 

To give a few extracts from the evidence on this 
occafion. A negro boy of his, fays Dodor Harrifon, de- 
tefted ilavery fo much that he refufed all fupport, which 
brought on a dropfy that killed him. Another negro, 
who had been a great man in his own country refufed 
to work lor any white man, and being therefore punifhed 
by the overfecr, he defired him to tel! his matter that he 
would be a fave to no man. His matter ordered him to 
be removed to another eftate. His hands were tied behind 
him, and in going over a bridge he jumped into the water 
and appeared no more. Thefe arc two lads of Dr. 
Harrifon’s own knowledge, out of a great many which he 
cannot now recoiled. 

Mr. Fitzmaurice has known too many fuiciues, 
among new negroes cfpecially, both by hanging them¬ 
felves and dirt-eating, which they knew to be fatal. He 
loft one year twelve new negroes by it, though he fed them 
well. On his remonftratmg they conftantly told him 
they preferred dying to living. A great proportion of the 
new negroes that go on fugar eftates die in this way. 

A planter, fays Mr. Woolrich, purchafed fix men 
Haves out of a Guinea Ihip, and put them on a fnali 
ifland to plant cotton. They had a white man with them 
as overfeer, who left them on a Saturday night There 
were no white inhabitants on the ifland. On the Moi .day 
following the overfeer returned, when he found all the 
fix hanging near together in the woods. Mr. Woolrich 
Y 3 oher) 
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often inquired of the moft fenlibie negroes what could 
be the caufe of fuch aft ions, and the anfwer was, “ that 
they would rather die than live in the fituation they were in. 


Great Joy at each other's Funerals in the. 
Colonies, but Lamentations at Home, 


As the laft pre-of in the evidence, and that an irre¬ 
fragable one, how much happier the Africans are in their 
own country than in the colonies, may be adduced the great 
joy which Is difeovered at their funerals by their fellow 
(laves, and which joy is faid to proceed from the idea that 
the deceafed are returning home. 

Mr. Douglas faw three funerals of Guinea (laves in the 
Weft Indies. At tliefe funerals, fays he, they fing, and 
are merry, and, naming the deceafed, fay, he is gone to 
Guinea, 

Great rejoicings, fays Cook, are made by African negroes 
at the funerals of each other, from a belief that the deceafed 
are gone to their own country again, 

African negroes, fays Forfter, (hewed the moft extra¬ 
vagant joy at their friends funerals, from believing the 
deceafed gone back to their own country. 


Captain 
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Captain Wilfon confirms the above by ftating, that bar 
never law any figns of happinefs among the imported flaves, 
except at their funerals, when they fihcw extravagant joy, 
from a perfuafion that the deceafed is efcaped from flavery 
to his own country. Captain Wilfon, however, does not 
{top here, for he goes on to declare, that in Africa their 
funerals are attended with die moft mournful cries. 


Mb. Dalrympte’s Words upon this Subject. 


It is impofiible to conclude this chapter better than by 
an extradl from the evidence of Mr. Dalrymplc.—That 
gentleman fays, he might have had the means of putting 
his eftate in Grenada under cultivation, as he might have 
had flaves from the houfe of Backhoufe ancl Tarlton, but 
having had an opportunity, when on the coaft of Africa, of 
knowing how happy the negroes were in their own country, 
and knowing the unjuftifiable means by which they were 
made Haves there, their cruel ufage when on board fhip, arid 
their fevere ufage when in the Weft Indies, he could not 
confiftently with his ideas of what was right, purchafe any 
flaves, and particularly as he did not intend to remain on 
the plantation himfelf. 


CHAP. 




CHAP. XI 


Whether the Africans by good ufage have not in Jeveral inf anas 
increafed, by booths in the Colonies ; and whether it he not 
dear from other fa£ls as well as the opinions of the perfons 
in the EvidenceJ. that they vjould increafc by Population gene¬ 
rally in Confequenze of general good Ufage , fo as to fuperfede 
entirely the necefjity of the Slave-Trade. 


^states in the Colonies on which the Africans 

HAVE INCREASED BY BIRTHS, 


Captain ROSS fays, he knows of three eftates in 
$he ifland of Jamaica* one belonging to Lord Dudley, another 
t© Meflfrs, Muir and Atkinfon, and/a third to Mr. Malcolm, 
en which there was a confiderable increafe of the (laves by 
hkth, 

Lieutenant Davifon confirms the account given of Mr, 
jj^alcojrn s ertate ; that gentleman^ he fays, had not bought 

a negro 
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a negro for teri or twelve years, during which time the flavd# 
had confiderably increafed^ Lieutenant Davifon alfo knew 1 
an eftate, where the negroes were all Creoles* 

Mr. M. Cook knew two effates in the fame ifland, oft 
Which he really believes the negroes to have increafed bf 
births. 

Mr. Coor fays, there was a plantation in jamated belong¬ 
ing to a Mr. Dunn, which, when he Mr. Coor firft went 
there, was a fmall one, not for want of land but of negroes* 
This clbte at that time made about fifty hbglheads of ftlgar 
yearly. In confequence, however, of good ufage the negtoed 
increafed fo fa ft (the children feeming to fvvarm bn this eftate) 
that, before Mr. Coor quitted the ifland, Mr. Dunn had not 
Only doubled the produce, but had fettled another eftate out 
of it, which made fixty hogfheads per year, and he had neve* 
bought but fix new negroes in the whole time* 

In the fame ifland, and parifh of Clarendon, the tttgfod 
on Ramfbury eftate increafed fo fait, fays Mr. PitzmatmYc, 
that a^gang of them was drawn off to fettle a new eftate'* 
called Yarmouth,- which' he had then the care of, but the 
fettlemcnt was difeontinued from the change of the attorney* 
On Orange, in St. James’s, no negroes were bought for at 
lead fifteen years, and they increafed ; as alfo on Eden in tf>^ 
fame parilh. He lived on both thefe eftatesa 

Mr. Forfier, (peaking of the ifland of Antigua, fays, that 
tn the whole of Colonel Farley’s plantations they had m 
need of new negroes. He has heard the Colonel fay, there 
was a confiderable inercafe, but on one particularly* Mr* 

Thomas 
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Thomas Gravenor’s negroes alfo increafed. He knew Cap-* 
tain Thomafon, of Seacow Bay, Tortola, who wanted no 
new negroes for many years. 

Mi 4 . Duncan obferves, that .the treatment on the eftate 
that Ivc lived on, which was ju iue ifland of Antigua, was 
better than common: the efFeiSt was that the flaves increafed. 
The Haves alfo on Sir G. Thomas’s Relfaft eftate, and Car-* 
lifle’s, and feveral others he cannot now name increafed, or 
kept up their numbers without any addition by purchafe. 

Mr, Giles fays, that on two eftates where he lived, the 
increafe of the flaves, under a milder treatment in the iflar/4 
of St. Croix, exceeded their decreafe by one per cent. 

Captain Hall, of the navy, mentions an eftate, belonging 
to the Marquis dc Rouvray, in the ifland of St. Domingo, 
where in confequence of good ufage the flaves increafed fo 
fall as to have rendered any farther putchafes unneceflary. 

Mr. Bifhop told Mr. Town, that in a plantation of his, 
in Barbadoes, they had not bought a Guinea negro for up¬ 
wards of forty years, and that by good ufage there were a 
great many more now there than formerly. 

The Reverend Mr. Davies fays, that on Kendal planta¬ 
tion, in the ifland of Barbadoes, belonging to Mr. Steel, 
the flock of flaves was kept up by births. He knew alfo 
a few other eftates which kept up their numbers without 
importation. 

The Dean of Middleham, while m Barbadoes, under¬ 
flood from Dr. Mapp’s fon, that the flock on the eftate, to 
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which he had juft fucceeded, had increafed fo much by birth, 
that there was a redundance fufficient nearly to ftock another 
eftaie. The Rev. Mr. Carter’s flaves a!fo increafed con- 
fiderably, and thefe cultivated his glebe and planted canes. 
The Dean’s brother alfo informed him, that his own negroes 
had doubled their number by natural increafe in twenty 
years, and they were employed, he believes, in common field 
bufmefs as other negroes. The Dean had heard of fcveral 
others of his acquaintance, who had kept up their (locks by 
the natural increafe, without purchafe. 


Other facts to shew they would increase 

BY BIRTH IF WELL USED. 


Having now mentioned thofe eftates, on which it appears 
that the flaves have increafed by birth, it will be proper to 
mention thofe other fails in the evidence, by which it will 
be dear, that the Africans by general good ufage will inertafe 
fo generally as to fuperfede the neceffity of the iiave-trade. 

i. In the Ifland of Barbadoes the field flaves aopear to 
be better treated than elfewhere. Accordingly we find from 
Mr. Woodward, that while refident there, in the years i 7 82 
and 1783, he never heard any complaint of the want of 
negroes to carry on the plantation or other bufinefs. And 
yet he does not recoiled the fale of a Angle cargo of flaves 
during that time. 


Z 


Field 



( Ite ) 


2. Field flaves cultivating cotton, pimento, and coffee, 
are defcribed by Mr. Cook as being treated better, and as 
increafing fader by birth than thofe employed on fugar 
efiates. 


3. Domeftics are univerfally faid to be treated better, on 
the whole than field Haves, and thefe are generally faid to 
increafe. There are many more children, fays Jeffreys, 
among domeftics than field Haves. Captain Hall favs, that 
in his time the domeftics were underflood to increafe by 
birth, and Lieutenant Davifon, that they did actually increafe. 
Mr, border gives an inftance of rapid increafe among the 
domeftics. A widow Shervington was left in debt with five 
or fix negroes, who by kind treatment in fifteen or twenty 
years increafed to fifteen or more, He-knows feveral in- 
ltances of the kind. 

4. The Maroon negroes, originally Africans, who live in 
fipall communities in Jamaica, as free people, and who of 
eoune are not fubjedl to ill ufage like the Haves, are faid to 
increafe alfo. M. Cook believes the Maroon negroes to be 
increafing very fad. Lieutenant Davifon afferts, that in his 
time they increafed mod certainly. He has often been in 
ail their towns, and always faw great numbers of children. 
Their numbers were confiderably more when he left, than 
when he came tb the illand. It was impolfible for them to 
have received any addition of number from other quarters. 

5. African negroes alfo, when tranfported to the Eaft 
Indies, have, by good ufage, increafed there. Mr. Botham 
lays, that in the year 1764, the Eaft India Company feiit 
Have fhips to Africa and Madagafcar, and tranfported to 

Bencoolen, 
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Bencoolen, for their public and other works, nearly a 
ihouland flaves, and in much the fame proportion of men, 
women, and children, as they are carried from Africa to 
the Weft Indies, that is, more men than women and 
children. Thefe Haves, on the firft years of their arrival, 
from the unhealthinefs of the climate and other caufcs, de- 
creafed : but when they had been at Bencoolen a few years, 
where they were humanely treated, they began annually to 
increafe ; notwithftanding from the little attention that was 
paid to their way of life, both men and women lived in 
the moft abandoned way. The wonder was, that they did 
increafe, as the young women flaves were common profti- 
tutes to both foldiers and failors. 

6 African negroes alfo, tranfported to different parts 
North America, have, in confequence of being better 
■ .*, increafed by population there. 

Dr. Harrifon’s diftindlion between the difference of the 
treatment of the negroes by the Weft Indians and Ame¬ 
ricans, is as follows. In Jamaica, he fays, Haves were 
generally treated ill, and only individuals treated them 
well; in Carolina, on the other hand, they were generally 
treated well, and only individuals ufed them ill.—-Let us 
now fee the confequences. 

Mr. Dove fays, that from 1774 to 1783, there were no 
importations of flaves to Bofton or New York, and yet he 
thinks that they did not decreafe in their number during 
that time. 


* The evidences unanimoujly maintain, that their ufrrc is 
letter in America than in the IFcj} indies. 
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It was generally believed, fays Mr. Stuart, that the 
Carolina llaves increafcd without importation. 

Mr. Savage fays alfo, that where they were well ufed 
in Carolina, they incrcafed greatly. A friend of his, 
Gabriel Maningault Efq. informed him, that in 1737* 
he had on his cflate eighty-lix negroes, of which twelve or 
fourteen were fuperanuated. The latter he replaced by 
others. With no more addition than this, they had increafcd 
to two hundred and feventy, about a year or two (1773) 
before he left the country. 

Mr. Baiiiie aifo, fpcaking of Carolina, believes the negroes 
are iaifed there in as great a proportion as children in 
Europe, when they are in healthy fituaiions, notwithstand¬ 
ing which, he obferves, that the cultivation of rice is as 
laborious as that of fugar, and that the climate of Jamaica 
is much more favourable to the conflitution of the negroes 
than that of Carolina. 

Dr. Harrifon alfb gives his opinion as a medical man, 
that tiie climate of Jamaica is more favourable to the 
increafe of flaves than that of Carolina; notwithftanding 
which difadvantage Carolina increafed in flaves, while thofe 
in Jamaica elecreafed. 

Mr. Irving mentions the increafed population of flaves 
by birth in Carolina, to have been reckoned in his time at 
from two to ten per cent, and yet he fpeaks of the climate 
in the fame manner as the reft. The breeding of flaves, 
he fays, was confidered fo advantageous, that the planter 
generally valued a cWfd, on the day of its birth, at five pounds. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Clapham examined on this fubjeCl, for Maryland, 
lays, the negroes kept up their numbers there by propo- 
gation, and incrcafed, fo that the oveiplus, in feme inihnccs, 
were ihipped to the Weft Indies. Hg has known an 
hundred (ales, where proprietors have had too many for 
their ufe, in eonfequcnce of incrcafc by propagruiun, yet 
they were not thought to be * well treated, though better 
than to the fouthward. and the climate was fubjedi to great 
and fudden variety of heat and cold. 

Mr. Beverley, examined refpeCting Virginia, Hates, 
that the negroes there always kept up their numbers, and 
generally increafed. His father's more than doubled their 
numbers. In 1761, he had about two hundred, and in 
1788 he paid taxes on above five hundred and forty, of 
whom not above twenty or thirty had been added by 
purchafc. 

Mr. Beverley was told in America, that when the abolition 
of the flave-tradc was firft agitated in 1774, many doubted 
the practicability of keeping up the numbers by births, and 
the perfons fo doubting have, fince the abolition of the flavc- 
trade, exprelTed to him a conviction that their fears v. ere 
groundlefs. 

Mr. Crew Hates alfo, that the negroes in Virginia incrcafed 
rapidly without importation, fo much fo, that it was a ge- 


warrants us in faying, that a flam in A,ne- 
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neral opinion that it was profitable to hold (laves on this 
account, exduiive of the profits of their labour. He thinks, 
at the fame time, that the culture of. tobacco is nearly as la¬ 
borious as that of fugar, and that the climate of Virginia is 
not fo favourable as that of the Welt Indies to African con- 
ftitutions on account of the fevere * cold in the winter. Mr. 
Crew obferves, that the importation of African Haves into 
Virginia has been generally difeontinued ftnee 1772. 


Other facts and some opinions on this subject. 


From the above accounts., (by which the natives of Africa 
have been viewed in different climates and Situations) but 
particularly from the laft, it is evident that if they were in 
general well ufed in the European colonies, they would fo 
generally increafe, as to-fujpferfede the necefiity of the Have- 
trade, for if in the American climate, totally uncongenial to 
their conftituti&ns, they have generally increafed by births, 
much more would they in the Weft Indian, which is repre- 
fented as much more favourable to their propagation. This 
v ill be .fill more evident, if we prove that they are prolinck 
in iiieir own country, and that the Weft Indian climate is 
the fame as their own at home. Mr. Falconbridge fays, 
that the females are more prolifick than thofe of other 
countries. Out ol four or five deliveries, at which he was 
prefent, there were twice twins. Captain Hall has feen as 


* As a farther proof that the climate of l\‘orth America 
is not congenial to the African confutation , it appears from 
Bailie and Beverley that the negroes are always hudihler In ,the 
fummey than in the winter. 
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many children in the towns and villages in Africa in pro¬ 
portion to the grown people, as he has met with in this 
country. Sir G. Young declares, that the negro women on 
the coaft of Africa appeared to him as prolihck as any race 
of people he ever faw in any part of the w'orld, and the cli¬ 
mate of the Weft Indies to be not lefs favourable to them 
than their own. Hence he fays, the ftock ol Haves might 
be kept up or increafed without any importations from 
Africa. At firft the deficiencies might be felt for a few, 
perhaps twenty years, but after a while, they would double 
their numbers, for he fees no phylical caufe to prevent a 
black man and woman being equally prolifick in the Weft 
Indies as in Africa. 

There are others, who from their experience in the Weft 
Indies are of a fimilar opinion. Dr. jackfon cannot con¬ 
ceive, if flares were well ufed, why they fhould not keep up 
their numbers. They are naturally prolifick, and the iflands 
in general congenial to their conftitutions.—It is the opinion 
of Mr. Coor, that, with kind and judicious treatment of the 
infants, the flaves in Jamaica would inereafe without any 
importation from Africa. Mr. Davies fays the fame thing 
for Barbadoes. Mr. Woodward is not apprehenfive that 
die abolition of the llave-trade would ruin his Weft Indian 
property. He thinks it would be of advantage to Barbadoes. 
By ufingthem well, and by good management, the ftock of 
Haves would naturally inereafe without importation. And 
Mr. Giles believes, that, if they were properly treated, their 
inereafe would be general throughout the iflands. 


CHAP. 



CHAP. XII 


lyhat appears to have been the principal caufes , implied, in the 
term Good Ujage , of the Increafe by Birth s 9 in the injlanccs 
mentioned , and what Regulations ought to take place in the 
general practice of the Colonies t to injure an univerfal 
increafe. 


Principal causes of the foregoing increase 

BY POPULATION. 


I HE caufes of the increafe by births, on one of the eftates 
mentioned, viz. on the Marquis de Rouviay’s of St. Do¬ 
mingo, are deferibed by Captain Hall as follows: 

The Haves were never hard preffed in their work". The 
Marquis fuffered no improper intercourfe between the males 
and females: every man had his own wife, and no white 
was fuffered to disjoin that union. Hofpitals were built for 
the fick and pregnant. The latter, when far advanced, were 

taken 
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taken in there, and employed in trifling work, till the time 
of their delivery. Here they might remain, feparated from 
their hufbands, and excufed from field labour, till the child 
could be fupported without the mother’s help, or when their 
ftrength would permit, return with the child to their hufbands* 
and tqke the chance of work. In confluence, the Marquis 
had not, for fome years, occafion to buy negroes. Having, 
ho wever, left his eftate to the care of a nephew, upon his 
return, after an abfence of two years, inftead of the happinefs 
that reigned when he left it, he found nothing but mifery and 
difeontent. The whites had feized upon the pretty women: 
their hufbands, through difeontent, ran a way, and the labour 
falling heavier upon the reft, they became difeontented, and 
their work was badly carried on: fo that it coft him two 
years, before he could re-eftablifh order. It was a pleafure' 
to walk through his eftate ; for the ilaves ufed to look upon 
him as a father. 

It is of importance to cite this eftate, becaufe, in con- 
fequence of the above regulations, its gang increafed ; becaufs 
when they were violated it went back ; ami bccaufe, when' 
they were re-eftab.Ufhed, it was reftored to its former Hate. 
Thefe regulations alfo include all the regulations, except 
two, in confequence of which the Ilaves incteafed by births 
on other eftates mentioned in the preceding chapter, and 
therefore the citation of thefe, in particular, avoids a repe¬ 
tition, and faves time. The two regulations not included 
in thefe, are the followingMr. Giles aifeiis. that the 
purchafing of a few mules, on an eftate which he managed, 
to carry the canes which the negroes had b-lore this been’ 
A a accuftomed 
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accuftomed to carry on their heads, fo lightened their la¬ 
bour, as to occafion diem to increafe in population, whereas 
they had decre^fed before: and, on the eftate cited by 
Lieutenant Davifon, the circumftance of Mr. Malcom’s 
going among his own negroes, hearing their complaints, 
and riot fuffering them to be punilhed without his know¬ 
ledge, are reckoned among the caufes that contributed 
their increafe. 


Some general Practices in the Colonies. 


Let us now lee what is the general practice in the colo¬ 
nies, and what alterations /hould be made in it, to indue ati 
aniverfal increafe. 

1. It is the opinion of Mr. Fitzmaurice, as obferved 
in chapter 4, that the forcing the llaves to labour beyond 
their ftrength, is the means of bringing many of them to 
t£te giave. Mr. Baiiiie /ays, that many of their complaints 
arofe from extreme fatigue, and that a little red generally 
reflored them, without any medicine being neceiiary. 1 m 
general, fays Forrter, the planters have no idea of im¬ 
provements to eafe their Haves. It feemcd a general opi¬ 
nion, that, if negroes were not confantly kept at work* 
they would become unruly. 

2 . We have feerc in chapter 4, the Very tii/ling faults 
for which ila/cs are frequently punirW., at mo dsiciumn 
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of the overfcer, and the unlimited feverity of thofe pimifh- 
ments by the chain, dungeon, (locks, projecting iron- 
collar, iron boot, cowfkin, cart whip, picket, and the 
like; all of which have a manifeft tendency to harrafs 
human nature, and, in conjunction with other caufes, to 
fubdue it. 

3. It appears that no attention is paid to the marriage 
of the flaves, fo that one man fhould be reftri&ed to one 
wife, but that there is a promifcuous intercourfe amongft 
one another as they pleafe, (General Tottenham, Captain 
Smith, Sir George Young, Forfter, Coor); and that this 
is not only the cafe of the negroes one with another, but 
with the negro women and the whites, the latter of whom 
violate the chaflity of the former at difcretion, (Dean of 
Middleham, Captain Smith, Davifon, Cook, Harrifon, 
Coor, and Dalrympleh I'f the women are fent for by 
the overfeers, fays Cook, for their purpofes, they mutt: 
come or be flogged ; and to fuch a pitch has Dalrympfe 
known this intercourfe to proceed, that female flaves are 
offered by their matters, even to thofe who viflt them, and 
he has known comoulfion ufed to oblige fuch to fubmit to 
proftitution. 

4. It appears again from chapter 4, that pregnant 
women, to get the moft out of them, are frequently 
worked within a very little time of their delivery, and fo 
hard and fo near to this period, that they often mifcarry, 
as well as that, eyen in this fituation, they are not exempt 
from the whip. 

5. The fides of the huts, fays Coor, in which the 
pregnant women are delivered, and children born, are no 
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more defence againft the cold night damps, than one of our 
pafture hedges. Balding they have none, but a board or 
bafs mat. The infant, for the firft eight days, is never 
put to the mother’s bread, but given to a woman out of 
the field, who nurfes it, and who probably has a child, two, 
three, or four months old : and here Mr. Coor fubmits it 
to medical men, what effedt the milk of a woman, hardly 
wrought and badly fed, would have on a tender infant. . 
They moftly die convulfed about the eighth day. This 
want of care is the more lamentable, becaufe if they furvive 
the eighth day, they moftly do well. What convinces 
him farther it is for want of care, is, becaufe where they 
have warm houfes, kind treatment, and the child fet to the 
mother’? bread, he very feldom knew any die. 

Mod of the negro houfes, fays Fitzmauricc, are open 
to the weather, being wattled without plaider. They 
deep on a board on the ground, near the fire, and after it 
goes, out, they fuffer from cold and damp. This caufes 
many diforders, efpecially to lying-in women, who lofe more 
children by this than any other caufe, as they generally die 
of the .locked jaw. 

6. The Dean of Middleham fays, it ftruck him, to fpeak 
generally, that negro mothers commonly went into the field 
too early after their delivery, taking their children with them ; 
that the milk of the mother became feverifh with labour, and 
the heat of the fun was too powerful for the child, which 
was commonly expofed in a bafket, and, in rainy weather, 
unfheltered. The fame is confirmed by others. 


These 
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These continuing an increase impossible. 


It is evident then, if the above be the general pra&ice in 
the Colonies ; if the flaves are over-wrought and haftily and 
feverely punifhed; if promifcuoui. intercourfe be allowed ; if 
the women are opprefled during their pregnancy; if, while 
fying-in, they and their infants are fo much expofed to damp 
and cold in their houfes, that many of the latter perifli: and 
if, after delivery, they are too foon hurried, with their fur- 
viving infants, into the field, it is evident, we repeat, that 
they cannot poflibly, in general iacreafe : but that fome 
change mull be made in the fyltem, and that the following 
regulations are the mod likely to anfwer the end, inafmuch 
as, upon adopting of them or fimilar ones, the Haves on the 
sfiates cited have experienced an increafe. 


Some Alterations in these practices neces¬ 
sary FOR INSURING AN UNIVERSAL INCREASE. 


Regulation i. The maxim obferved on the eftate of the 
Marquis de Rouvray, and fomc of the others c.red, « of 
“ never prefling the flaves hard in' their work,” and “ the 
f* fubftitution of anjmal for human labour, wherever it is 

“ pra&icable,” 
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“ pradicable,” as mentioned by Mr. Giles, fhould be adopted 
on every eHate. 

2. A more general reftdence of proprietors on their own 
©dates, as on Mr. Malcolm’s, to attend to the complaints 
and punilhments of their Haves, is necelfary. 

3. Marriage, or the union of one man to one woman, 
fhould take place, as the Marquis de Rouvray’s plantation ; 
and this union no white or other perfon fhould be fuffered 
to diflurb or disjoin. 

4. The woman Haves, when advanced in their preg¬ 
nancy four months, fhould be taken from the field, and 
fhould have little and light work, as pra&ifed on feme of the 
©Hates cited to have increafed by births. 

5. During the time of their lying-in, they fhould be put 
into convenient hofpitals, or, if allowed to remain in their 
huts, thefe fhould be fo confhucled as to exclude the cold 
and damp, and every femele fhould fuckle her own child 
the birth. 

6. In fuch hofpitals or huts, they fhould remain, as on 
the Marquis <k Ivmvruy’s eHate, and be ex Cl) fed from field- 
Lbour, till the child could be fupported without the mother’s 
aid, or, when their firength would permit, return with th* 
child to their huibands and take the chance of work. 

Now, if it could he made appear, as it can, that the Haves 
in fume of the dlates cited, increafed by the adoption ol fome 
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one of the above regulations alone, and that they incruafed 
on others by adopting two or three of them, and nomoie, 
and that on no one eftate, as appears by the evidence, was 
all of them in force at a time, it is plain, that if all of them 
combined were put into execution on each and every dluio 
in the colonies, there mull: be an universal i.icreafe of ih? 
(laves there. 



CHAP. XIII. 


Whether ether Regulations may not he deduced from the Evi¬ 
dence, which tvould accelerate this Incrcafe by Population. 


Evidence suggests other Regulations that 

WOULD ACCELERATE THIS INCREASE. 


E have found, that lightening the labour of the flaves, 
attending to their grievances, punifhments, and the like, have 
been the means of contributing to their increafe by popu¬ 
lation ; hence any new modes fuggefted by the evidence, 
that will produce the fame effects, or will tend to their better 
nourifnmcnt or eftablifhjnent in fociety, muft- accelerate that 
increafe. 


What these Regulations are,' 


t . Lei the plough be introduced c r every eft ate which 
will admit the ufe oi it,' 
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The introdu&ion of the plough would, m the opinion 
Former, vSir G. Yeung, Rees, Harrifon, Giles, and I^uncan, 
fave die Oaves much labour. Mr. Fitzmaurice has known 
it anfvver this end. Mr, Woodward and Mr. J. Woodward 
farther confirm the fame : the former has reduced its utility 
on his owrl eftate to the following rule: dne plough, two 
men, and four horfes, do as much work as thirty negroes, 
and, after the plough, it does not require, fays he, much 
negro labour to prepare the ground for the cane. He thinks 
th?t the larged part of the cane and ginger land in Earbadoes, 
may be ploughed to the adv antage of the proprietors, and th<$ 
faving of negroes labour. 

2. In the earthing of canes, let the Eaft Indian fliovcl 
be introduced, in the place of vljc hoc, where it is prac¬ 
ticable, 

When the cane is ready to earth up, fays Mr. Botham^ 
the fpace between the rows is ploughed deep, the cane top 
tied up, and an inftrument like a broad (hovel, with teeth 
at the bottom* a fpade handle, and two cords fixed to the 
body of the (hovel, ending by a wooden handle for a pur- 
chafe, is ufed by two pcrfofts to earth up the cane, the 
ftrongeft holding the handle of the (hovel, and prefling it info 
the ploughed earth, while the other on the oppofite fide of 
the plant, by a jerk of the cord, dravfrs up to the plant all 
the earth that the plough had loofened, Two perfons, fays 
Mr. Botham, and he has been in the Welt as wdl as in the 
Eaft Indies, with this inftrument will earth up more canes 
io a dry than ten negroes with their hoes according to tire 
Weft Indian method. 

3. Let the commiftions of jm ' urns paid in fome iflanda 

the crops, be taken from the attorneys and overfeers of 
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efcttes, and let fabrics or an augmentation of falary be fub- 
ftituted in their Head; or, let the premiums and commiflions 
continue, but be paid lo much per head for the increafe of 
the flaves. 

It is the common pra&iee for attorneys, and often for 
overfeers to have a commiilion on the crops (Cook, Davifon, 
Fitzmaurice, Clappefon, and Coor). This has a manifeft 
tendency to make them pufh the negroes beyond their 
ftrength Accordingly we find, from Davifon, that he has 
been with attorneys to vifit the eftates, and he has feen them 
do little eife than inquire about the crops. He never heard 
them make any inquiries into the treatment or Hate of the 
flaves. Coor fays, he has known attornies wink at Over¬ 
feers * prefling the flaves to perform more work than 
human nature could bear. 

4. Let the picking of grafs neither be extra work, nor 
done in the intervals of reft; but let a grafs gang, be fele&ed 
for this purpofe ; or intirely abolifh grafs picking, by laying 
out pafture land. 

This regulation, as may be feen in Chapter IV. would 
tend wonderfully to leflen the labour and puftifhment, and, 
of courfe, promote the increafe of the flaves. 


# Then is tiijo a very dcflruciive notion prevalent , viz, 
(( that he is the bcjl overjeer who makes the fargcjl cropsT 
To this criterion of an overfeers merits it is owing that thou- 
funds of flaves have been killed by being overworked. This 
notion ought to be changed for the following; That he is the 
hejl overfeer who preferves the flaves, 

5, Let 
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5 » Let thejcofti given to the negroes be ground for 
them. 

This regulation would tend much to leften their labour, 
as will be feen from the following account. When the 
women return home, fays Davi es^ij^ iey have to grind their 
cornj by the ftrength of their^aj^Rrnbbing it between two 
itores. They muft rife with the earlieft dawn to prepare 
their food, that they may be in the field in time, to efcape 
punifhment. Their circumftancejn but particularly the 
grinding of their corn, tendfd to Jifc^ge marriage, the 
woman's life becoming harder^ftan from befb^thus a flave 
to her hufband. F«rfter alfo obferves, that the grinding 
of their com at night, by hand, was in crop time a great 
hardfhip. 

.6, Let talks of fuch parts of the work, as will admit 
them, be aligned to the Haves as pra&ifed in America. 

In America, fays Baiilie, the Overfeer roufed the Haves, 
and fet them to work in the morning. They did not work 
for fet hours, but by talk work, generally a rood of land to 
each, when eafily cultivated ; when otherwife, the overfeer 
fets the ftrongeft to the hardeft work, and vife verfa : and 
indeed it was ufual to leffen the price of land confiderablv, 
when uncommonly foul. The negroes generally helped 
thofe who could not finifh as foon as the reft, fo that they 
left the field at once, pretty early in the afternoon, when 
their work cea fed, and they were at perfed liberty for the 
reft of the day, Mr. Baiilie adds, that the drivers feldom or 
never whipped the Haves through their day’s work ; beenufe 
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is was impoffible to know, till towards the dole of the day, 
whether a Have would or would not finifli his talk, a R d it 
was thought time enough to punifh when the negroes de¬ 
served it.. 

This politick. racttf!»Mbf working by talk has been tried in 
Jamaica. Mr. Fitzmainc^ hired fixty negroes, ail Ameri¬ 
cans, from a Mr. Douglas who refuted there, and employed 
them in this manner. They had a talk meafured out to them 
every morning Doifgias or his overfeer, and which 

Jthey finifhetkby ong of tjfo o’clock, and had the reft of the 
day to themfelves. The driver carried no whip, and only 
wem occafiopally to fee that the work was properly done. 

It Will now be evident to the reader how much the intro- 
dudtion of ta/k-work into the Weft-Indies would add to the 
cafe and comfort, andpf coprfe to the natural increafe, of the 
Haves; for, by this wife and politick method, the work is ap¬ 
portioned to the ftrength of the Have, and the weak are not 
obliged to keep up with the ftrong. The whip alfo, by which 
they are inceiTantly harafled, is avoided. This alone is of 
great importance. Tyir Crew thinks the ufe of the whip formed 
a difference in the treatment of American and Weft-Indjan 
Haves greatly to the difadvantage of the latter. They have 
plfo, by means of the fyftem recommended, the important ad¬ 
vantage of a part of the afternoon and evening to themfelves, 
in which they can cultivate their little portions of lands, 
prepare their provifions, and yet have fufficient time to reft : 
all which would greatly add to the comfort of their lives. 

If there Hiould be any objection tp the introduction of talk 
work into the Weft-India-Iflswds, after what has been fa id. 
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It can only arife from a fuppoiition, that, the Haves get¬ 
ting their work done by two or three in the afternoon, 
cannot do fo much for their owner, as thole who work till 
fun-fet, on the prefen t fyftem. The very reverie, however. 
Is the cafe : for Mr, Fitzmaurice obftrves, that thefe negroes 
whom he employed by talk in Jamaica, finilhcd their work 
by one or two o’clok, whereas the plantation negroes on the 
adjoining land would not finifh till dark, even with the driver, 
the fame quantity of land. 

Having now dated all that appears in the evidence, on 
the fubjedk of eafing the labour of the (laves, as the mean?* 
of increafing them by birth, we come to a fetv regulation:* 
of another kind. 

Never let the fame perfon hold the offices of attorney 
and overfeer, or manager: nor let an eftate be put under 
the care of an attorney who either has many eftatos 
to attend to, or who lives many miles from the edates h« 
is to fuperintend, 

All thefe evils are abundantly dated in the evidence, and, 
it is therefore clear, that the above regulations would have 
a tendancy to obtain prote&ion for the Haves, in cafe of 
unmerited or exceflive punifiiment, on the part of the overfeer; 
for, by the 3d regulation,, it would be the intered of the at¬ 
torney to .inquire into their complaints, and redrels them, 
and not, as at prefent, to wink at their oppredion ; and 
by this regulation, he would be at hand and have time to 
do his duty. The (laves alfo would not be precluded by 
diftance, from preferring their own complaints, This fuper- 

intendance 
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intendance of pimifhments, was one of the caufes that con¬ 
tributed to the increafc oh an eftace. mentioned in the 
preceding chapter, 

S. Let a fmall part of the cane-lands be dilraantled and 
turned into provifion grounds, for the Oaves. 

The great want of provisions, which the Oaves experience, 
has been amply explained in Chap. TV. It has been proved 
that thole who have land enough allowed them have not Suf¬ 
ficient time to cultivate it; but that evil will be removed by 
the introduction of talk-work (Regul. 6.) and thofe who have 
little or no land will poflefs it by the prefent. This would 
be particularly uferul, becaufe provifions railed, fays Botham, 
feed negroes better than any dry or other provifions imported. 
It would alfo preferve them from failing off as they do at 
prefent. Epidemicks, fays Coor, are more fatal to poor 
and ill-led, than to well fed, hearty (laves. But one fatal 
epidemick, prevailed while he was in Jamaica. It attacked 
all ranks of whites and blacks, and generally poor, ill-fed 
negroes died of it. Few well-fed negroes died of it, and not 
one white m^n, Nor need the planters be afraid that the 
difmantiing of the canes for provifion-land, will rob them of 
their former profits. If a hundred negijoes cultivate as many 
acres of canes, and fifty acres be deducted for their fupport, 
it is not improbable but that the fifty 'in canes, with the 
labour of a hundred perfons, may produce as much as the 
hundred acres before ; for a hundred labourers are better able 
to cultivate and improve fifty, than twice the number of 
acres, and the earth will renunyrate in proportion to the toil 
and improvement bellowed upon it. Of this we may adduce 
a (hiking mftance, from Fitzmaurice. He oblerves that a 
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gentleman had two eflates in Clarendon, one of which Mr- 
Fitzmaurice managed. This gentleman had too tew negroes 
for both eflates, but fuflicient for one. He, however, cul¬ 
tivated both. They produced him together 150 hogfheads 
of fugar per annum. He became indebt, and his negroes 
fuffered. At length, changing his plan, he difmantled one of 
his eftates, and put both the gangs on the other. Thefe 
were then amply diffident, and he is now making 400 hlids. 
that is 256 more hhds. per year upon this one cliatc, than 
upon both together before, and 19 now a clear man. This 
regulation then would tend to the propictor's benefit, as well 
as to the increafe of the Oaves. 

9. Let every encouragement be given to the moral and 
religious inftru&ion oithe (laves. 

A deficiency in this particular, appears throughout the 
whole of the evidence. There has been, however, here and 
there, afolitary inftance of a contrary nature; in the knowledga 
of Coor, Forfler, Captain Smith, Duncan, and Fitz- 
maurice; and thefe declare, that where fiich moral and 
religious inftru£tions have .been encouraged, the Haves have 
fhewn a better difpofition and behaviour; that they have: 
alfo paid a more general attention to marriage, and that they 
have increafed more by the births; 

Having how mentioned the principal regulations which 
the evidence fuggefts, in addition to thefe recommended in 
the former chapter, for producing a natural increafe of t h$ 
Haves,. if is plain that were ail thufe regulations combined, 
and generally enforced in iVe colonies, that increafe would 

propentitoabiy- federated. 


CHAP. 



CHAP. XIV, 


ft^hether the Cohnifts could carry on the neceffary Cultivation of' 
their Lands , without a frefo Importation of faves while this 
increafe was becoming effective ; or , in other fVcrds , while 
the Generation immediately [icfccedmg thefe Regulations weri 
growing up to /apply the natural Deaths of the Sla ves of all 
Jges, now in their Poffffion. 


Bv MEANS OF tHE FOREGOING REGULATIONS THE 

Watchmen and Drivers might become labou¬ 
rers IN THE FIELD. 


This queflion may be anfwered from what has appeared 
in fomc of the preceding chapters 

Slaves have been fliewn to have been wounded by the 
watchmen, in dealing provisions to which they have been im¬ 
pelled by hunger ; but as, by fomc of the foregoing regula¬ 
tions, they would be diffidently fed, (and where thev have 
been fufficiently fed the evidence has fliewn that they have 
not dolen at all) thofe watchmen would become unncceffary 
rs fueh, and might be turned yito the efFe&ive field-gangs. 
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It has appeared alfo, that were talk-work is introduced tit® 
whip is unnecefiary: hence the drivers, whofe only bufinefs is 
to force labour and of d* whom there are four or five, fays 
Coor, to every loo (laves) might themfelves be converted * to 
field-labourers. 


Decrease of Slaves by deaths would be 
Retarded. 


It has been (hewn too, that in confequence of their being 
better fed, according to fome of the regulations fuggefted, 
they would be far lefs liable to fuffer from epidemicks, and it 
is evident, that, being better fed, lefs worked and harrafted 
by the w hip, that is, in every refpeft, better ufed, their lives 
would be proportionably prolonged. 


Much of their labour would be saved. 


It has likewife appeared, that two Haves, a (lifted by the 
plough, do the work of thirty without it; and that, in the 
C c earthing 
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earthing up oi the canes, two Haves ufing the Faff Indian 
implement mentioned would do the work of ten with the hoc. 


The Gangs rendered more efficient in 

STRENGTH AND NUMBER. 


From the prefent compulfive and opprefive fyftem, it has 
appeared in evidence, that numbers of Haves run away, and 
are laid up fickly. But the regulations would put an end to 
thefe evils, and the gangs, not being deferted and thinned as 
before, would become more efficient in ftrength and number. 

This Hrer.gth and this number would be rendered flill more 
effedtive, by the afliftance and labour of fuch, as we have 
feen, are under the prefent fyitem, often crippled or badly 
wounded by the watchmen. 


Hence cultivation need not be impeded till 
the rising generation could be put to em¬ 


ploy. 


I. That on the day the importation fhould ceafe, the colo¬ 
nies, by incorporating the watchmen and drivers in ther heul- 

gangs, 
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gangs, would have an additional number (and that a confi- 
derableonc) of feafoned hands by which they would be con> 
penfated lor the natural deaths of the working haves, during 
at lead: a part of the time in which the riling generation were 
growing up for labour. 


•2. That the natural deaths of the working haves would be 
greatly and progreflivcly retarded, from that day, and could 
not poflibly happen fo frequently as before. 

3. That, taking into confideration the retarding of the 
deaths of the working haves, and the augmenting of their 
number, they might not in three or four years be fo reduced, 
but that their number might be then equal to what it was on 
the day of hopping the importation, when the whole of the 
efficient hands under the former wretched fyhem were not 
thus called into employ. 

4. That even if no augmentation could be made to the 
number ef working haves, and their natural deaths were as 
frequent as before, it by no means follows that the cultivation 
need be impeded till the rifing generation could grow up ; 
becaufe a much lefs number of hands a/lifted by cattle and 
the implements mentioned, would evidently do much more 
work than a greater, under the prefent fyftem. 

In fhort, after the circumftances hated, and confidering 
alfo that there is now in the colonies a feries of Creoles of 
all ages, ready to fupply fucceflively the places of many that 
would go off by natural death, no man can rationally fuppofe, 
that the number of working haves could ever be reduced fo 
Cc2 low, 
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low, while the rifing generation were growing up, as not to 
be as fully adequate to the cultivation of the colonies, as they 
are at prefent. Mr. Botham fays, that by means of two- 
thirds, nay even one half of the prefent force (and he fpeaks 
experimentally) the iflands might be much better cultivated) 
under certain regulations, than under what he terms, the pre¬ 
fent miferable management: and yet the regulations fug- 
gefted by Mr. Botham are not fo numerous as thofe deduced 
from the evidence, in the preceding chapters. 


Many domesticks could also be spared ip 

NECESSARY, 


If, however, any one fhould difpute this point, he mull be 
told, that the colon i Its have yet many other refources. They 
have generally, in the firft place, a number of domeftick fiaves 
that are fupernumerary and ufelefs. They have a great num¬ 
ber of fuperfluous domefticks at Barbadoes, fays Woodward, 
in town and* country. Mr, Giles thinks half the domefticks 
of Grenada and Montferrat unneceflary. Lieut. Daviforf 
has known, in Jamaica, from twelve to twenty domefticks in 
a houfe, where half the number would have done as well. 
Dr. Jackfon too obferves, that there are three times more do¬ 
mefticks in Jamaica than would be in England, for the fame 
work *, and Jeffreys, fpeaking of thofe in the fame ifland, 

fays 
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fays they are too many ; they are a nuifancc from their num¬ 
bers. Hence it is clear, that were it polfibic a failure of hands 
for the field could take place before the alligacd epocha ar¬ 
rived, many domefticks might be-.fparcd, without any incon¬ 
venience, for field-labour. Nor would this change be at all 
difagreeable to many of them : for we have feen their lives 
often rendered miferable, by being conftantly under the eye, 
and fubje& to the caprice of their natters and miftrefles. 
Coor, indeed, has often heard many of them fay, that they 
would rather be tinder the field hardfhtps, than in the houfe. 

43 


Also Black Artificers, whose peaces might he 
supplied by White Men. 


Tins refourcc, though very confidcrable, is yet not the only 
one the the planters are pofielled of: for many of the flavcs 
are coopers, carpenters, mill-wrights, copper-fin ith.% black- 
fmiths, and the like, all of whom could perform field-labour, 
and their places, if neceflary, be fupplied by white men, who, 
if temperate, would not fuffer in their health. Land fiirvey- 
ing, fays Terry, is exceedingly laborious in the Weft*Indies, 
and yet he followed it for feven years, without injury to his 
health. He has often feen white mill-wrights at work in the 
fun, whole health did not fuffer. There are alfo white coopers 

and 
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and blackfmnhs there, but the former only direct negroes 
working under them. Lieut. Davifon is fure whites, if tem¬ 
perate, could, without material injury, do any kind of out¬ 
door work. It is well known that the fhip-wrights and other 
tradefmen in the kings yard, Port-Royal, often work all day 
long, and he neyer knew them unhealthier than people in 
general. White artificiers do work at their trades in the 
Weft Indies, without materially hurting their health. Capt. 
Cook has no doubt, and he fpeaks from many inftanees, 
that white people by habits of temperance and regularity of 
hours, might bring themfelves to go through nearly as much 
labour and fatigue in the Weft Indies, as any people what¬ 
ever. Mr. Clappefon thinks the whites, if temperate, are 
able to labour in Jamaica. He fays no people work harder 
than the Englifh failors there: and Dr. Jackfon apprehends, 
as a medical man, that white men may work as artificers, in 
the Weft Indies, without any material detriment to their 
health. 


CHAP. 



CHAP. XV, 


'fPhuber there he not a prevailing opinion in the Colonies, 
that it is cheaper to buy or import Slaves , than thus to in¬ 
crease them by Population-^-and *whether the very reverfe of 
this opinion be not true; namely , that it is more profitable 
to, breed than to import . 


Opinion that it is cheaper to buy than breed. 

THAT fuch an opinion prevails in the colonies is too 
evident. Dalrymple, Captain Wilfon, Harrifon, and Sir 
George Young, all affirm, that in their time it was thought 
by fome planters to be cheaper to buy than to breed. The 
prevalence of the fame notion is alfo confirmed by others. 
Mr. Rees was informed that the planters did not think it 
worth their while to breed more than they did. The buying 
fyftem is laid by Dr. Jackfon to have been generally pre¬ 
ferred. Captain Hall fays, the planters elteemed the charge 
of rearing a child to maturity, more troublei'ome and 

greater 
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greater than buying a flave fit for work, and the fame opi¬ 
nion is defcribed as prevailing by Fitzmaurice, Duncan, 
and Davifon. As a farther proof of the exiftence of fuch 
a notion, we may refer to the calculations made upon thefe 
occafions. If a negro lafted a certain time, fays Baillie, 
his death was accounted nothing. This time is defcribed 
by Fitzmaurice to be feven years. Captain Giles alfo heard 
the term of feven years affixed for the exiftence of a gang 
of negroes, which he faw, and we find a man of the name 
of Yemman, by Captain Scott’s account, reducing his 
calculation to four years, treating his Haves moft cruelly, and 
faying, that four years labour of a negro was enough for 
him for that he then had his pennyworth out of him, and 
he did not care what became of hin^afterwards. 

As this notion is fo fatal to population, and is indeed 
evidently one grand fource from whence the prefent evils 
in the colonial fyftem fpriug, it will be proper to examine 
the evidence, to fee if we cannot fhew the reverfe of it ts 
be true. 


One-third of those imported die in the 

SEASONING, y 


There is one circumftance that leads us ftrongly to 'fuf- 
ped, that it is not fo well founded as its general prevalence 
Ihould warrant, which is, that one third of all that are 
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bought die in the feafoning. This feafoning is not a dif- 
temper, but is the time an African takes to be io habituated 
to the colonial labour* as to be counted m effe&ive fbppiy. 


Some Planters, fays Woolrich, who have bought lots of 
flaves. have informed him, that they have loft one-third of 
them or more in the firft year of their feafoning. 


Mr. Terry ftafes, that very conftderable Ioffes were 
common among the newly imported Africans. One-third 
die within the firft year. Of a lot of fix* bought by himfelf, 
two died within the firft year, and at the end of five yean* 
two only furvived. 

' Mr. Forfter recollefts a Planter, who bought thirty new 
Negroes, and loft them all within the year, 

Mr. Fitzmaurice* in the lafl fotfr years he Was in Jamaica* 
bought ninety-five new negroes. At the end of that time, he 
fold fifty-two, all that were then alive, and thofe not feafoned. 
Had he kept them till feafoned, he fhould have loft more, and 
for this very reafon he fold them. . He thinks, on an average,' 
at Ieaft one-third of the new negroes imported* die m the firft 
three years. 

Though this circumftafi.ee would induce us to think that 
it was cheaper to rear than to buy a Have, (foniii^c-fiimatijng' 
the price given for one that is bought, not only the.prime coft 
h to be confidered, but a third more is to be sittad to it, with 
Ii> 4 , various- 
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various other circumftances) yet, as fufficknt data are not to 
be found in the evidence to enable us to come to a calculation, 
Wc mult be content to abide by the fads that follows: 


Purchase of new Slaves the cause of Embar¬ 
rassments and Debts. 


Thofc eftates, fays Forfter, which bought the greatcft 
number of new negroes, were not thought to be the me/ft 
(louridung. It was exadly the reverfe. 

On an eftate, which Mr. Coor knew, the proprietor was 
often buying lots of twenty, thirty, or forty llaves, and yet 
tins man, by ill—ufing them, (which ill-ufage, is infeparably 
conueded with the buying fyftem) fufFered a redudion both 
in the number of his negroes and the produce of his eftate, 
fo that from good circumftances, his credit was in eleven 
years reduced to a low ebb. 


Captain Scott was prefent at the fale of Yemman’s pro¬ 
perty, the perfon mentioned to have adopted the fyftem of 
buying in preference to that of breeding, and working his 
negroes up in the fpace of four years, 


Lieutenant 
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Lieutenant Davifon believes ^'/ners of Haves are very 
commonly involved vail Guinea merchants; for they often 
(lay on the eftates all the week, except Sundays, with their 
gates always locked. 

The dependance on the imported Haves, fays the Rev. 
Mr. Davies, certainly contributed to etnbarrafs planters. 


Mr. Woolrich, who is qualified to give the hiftory of Tor¬ 
tola in this particular, fays, that when he firft went there, them 
were but few flaves, and that at this time the planters were in 
good credit, and none of them involved in debt. In about 
three or four years, however, after his arrival there, fome 
Guinea fliips came down with cargoes of Haves. The 
planters in general bought : many of the new negroes died in 
the,feafoning, and Guinea ihips coming down time after 
time, the planters bought to fiipply their places. This con¬ 
tinuing, many of them got much into debt, by purchafing 
flaves on credit, and were obliged to mortgage their eftates 
and flaves to merchants in England. He has never known 
a planter, who thus mortgaged, pay off the debt. Some \n 
confequence have been obliged to have them fold by auction, 
much under value, and he has known others, even obliged to 
become overfeers where they were proprietors before. Since 
he left Tortola, he has been informed, by means of corref- 
pondence, or feeing fome perfon from the ifland, (which is 
generally the cafe once a year) of its annual ftate to the 
prefent time. The laft information reprefented the planters 
to be in very diftrdfed circumftances. Divers of their eftates, 
D d 2 nv imaged 
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mortgaged in England, had been fold at public vendue upon 
very low terms, becaufe few were able to pay for them, and 
the general credit folow with the planters, that but few could 
obtain the neceflaries they wanted for the ftores kept there by 
reafon of their debts to the Engiifh merchants. It has been 
his opinion for many years, that the unnccefiary purcliafe of 
A Incan (laves has been the main caufe of their cmbarrailments, 
and the accumulation of their debts. He is fure that feven- 
eights of them would have been in much better circumf lances, 
if they had not bought any negroes during the time of his 
refidence there, b.ut had ufed thofe they had with humanity 
and care. 

To the above accounts we may fubjoin the following from 
Mr. Savage. In the year 1739, he obferves, a duty was 
laid in Carolina on the importation of Haves, which amounted 
to a prohibition, and wbich continued to 1744- The 
purchafe of new negroes having involved the planters greatly 
in debt was the reafon why the Legifjature laid it. 

Thefe are fome of the circumftances, which are intended 
to fhew, that the reverfe of the notion or opinion mentioned, 
is true, that is to fay, that if is cheaper to breed than to im¬ 
port. Others are, that wherever eftates are mentioned in 
the evidence as flourifhing, and the proprietors of them as 
clear men, it k» where they have adopted the principle of 
breeding, and of treating the Haves they have had with hu¬ 
manity and care. * 11 may alfo be added here from the 

evidence 

* Many other advantages appear by the, evidence to refult 
from the fyjlem of breeding Jlaves and ufmg them well. Suicide 

and 
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evidence, that, the breeding oi Haves was confidered fo pro¬ 
fitable in fome parts of America, that people field them 
for this purpofe alone, independently qf any profpect from 
the fruits of their labour. 


and rebellion are peculiar to the imported Jlaves. Heme the 
peace of mind and inurejl of ‘-v proprietor are materially 
concerned, and it fully appears that fuch jlaves d» much snore 
Wfrk than opkers in {he feme fem. 



CHAP. XVI, 


Whether it be more politick it extend the Cultivation of the 
Colonies by the Continuance of the Slave-Trade , or wait 
till the rifing Generation jhall be capable of performing it „ 


Present produce of West Indies sufficient for 
Britain and her dependencies. 


MR. IRVING flates, by means of official papers from 
the Cuftom-houfe, that the Britifh Weft India I Hands, »n 
their prefent ftate, produce annually a greater quantity of 
fugar and rum than is requifite for the confumption of 
Great Britain, her immediate dependencies, and the kingdom 
of Ireland, and, to extend the cultivation, he confiders to 
be very impoliticly, for two reafons; 


Extension 
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Extension of it by new slaves must be made 
out of the Capital of the Mother Country. 


Firft, becaufc fuch extenfion can only be made from Britilh 
capitals, which might be employed in carrying on and ex¬ 
tending the manuta&ures, commerce, and agriculture of the 
mother country; but which muft thus be transferred to the 
moft vulnerable parts of the empire, and there inverted m 
purfuits, which do not appear to him to be productive of a 
profit to the proprietor, or of advantage to the public, in any 
degree adequate to the precarious fituation in which fuch 
property ftands, from the contingencies of climate and of 
war : for, if but one ifland fliould be loft, it is a complete 
lofs of fo much capital to the empire: and Mr. Irving ftiews 
their extremely hazardous fituation, by the capture of fix of 
them, and the final reparation of Tobago in the late war. 


Can be made only by destructive bounties 
from Government. 


Secondly, becaufe the fugar and rum to be produced by 
extending the cultivation (the prefent cultivation being more 

than 
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than fufficient for the demand of Lugland and her depem- 
dencies) muft be exported to foreign ftates. This, fays Mo 
Irving, is exceedingly impolitick; for the fugar made in the 
French i(lands can be a,fForded (which he (hews by official 
papers) fo touch cheaper than the Britifh, that* in order to 
enable the planters to fell it at the fame price as their rivals. 
Government muft give large and de&ru&ive bounties. Mr. 
Irving even ftates, arid th& again cifttdially, that, iri the moft 
favourable period for the Britifh iflands, viz. before the late 
war, the French planters were able to fell their fugars from 
twenty to thirty per Cent, cheaper than the Britifh planters: 
and he conceives it to be a maxim thoroughly eftabliilied in 
national commerce, that it is unwife to pufh forward by 
monopolies, feftri&ive regulations, of bounties, any branch 
of commerce or manufa&ures, which cannot be carried on, 
after a fair trial, within fifteen per cent, of the prices of other 
rival countries. 


Must entail incumbrances on the PfctfrieTo*. 


To the above reafons, given by Mr. Irving, we may add, 
that the extenfion of the cultivation, by means of purchafing 
new (laves, muft be exceedingly impolitick, if we bear in 
mind the evidence adduced in the preceding chapter: inaf** 
much as it muft be, as it ever has been, attended with debts, 
mortgages, and ruin. 


Whereas 



WHETVEAS IF MADE BY CREOLES THESE fcVtLS 
WOULB BE AVOIDED. 


Now, if the above arguments /hould, in the opiniort of 
the reader fully prove the impolicy of the meafure of carrying 
the cultivation beyond its prefent bounds by means of the 
prefent fyftem, it will be very eafy to evince the policy of 
doing it by means of the rifiug generation of flaves) and by 
them alone. # This will appear, firft, becaufe the breeding 
of flaves where it has been attended to as an object, has been 
{hewn to increafe the proprietor’s capital: for this reafon 
therefore, and from the circumftance of the fiaves being in 
this cafe the growth of the eftates, and not, as by the former 
fyftem, purehafed, no capital need be drawn from the mother 
country, to the hazard and detriment deferibed. Secondly, 
becaufe thofe eftates mentioned in the evidence, upon which 
the breeding fyftem has been moft attended to, are altnoft 
univerfally noticed, with this remark, namely, that they had 


* Sir George Young fates his beliefs that if the Slave-Trade 
•were p.klifhed, and every proper regulation adopted, to encourage 
the breeding of negroes in the II If-Indies, the float of negroes 
zuould gradually increafe , fo as to be adequate i<j the clearing 
and cultivation of all the ijlands , to the fill extent of which 
they are capable. 
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“ got out of debt,” or “ were flourifhing, or “ were making 
“ money.’ 1 Now, if dhtes get our of debt, cr flourifh, 
'where the negroes are bred, while the reverfe is the cafe, 
where they are purchafcd, it can only be becaufe the fyftem 
of cultivating by means of population mud be cheaper than 
in the oilier way : hence the Britifh planters would be en¬ 
abled, without any deitruCtivc bounties from Government 
to meet their rivals on an equal or perhaps a more favourable 
footing in foreign markets, it is evident alfo from the eX~ 
previous mentioned above to have been annexed to thofe 
eilates where attention was paid to breeding, that the planters 
would cultivate, in this cafe, to their own certain emolument, 
and nor, as in the prefent fyitem to their equally certain etu- 
barralfnent and ruin. 


Opinion on the justice and policy of th? 
Slave-Trade. 


Having now mentioned the principal fa&s contained ire 
the evidence offered to Parliament by the petitioners of 
Great Britain, in behalf of the abolition of the flave-trade, 
we cannot ciofe this compilation better than in the words of 
Mr. Hercules Rofs : he fays, 6 ‘ finally as the refult of his 
tc obfervations, and moft furious reflections, he hciltates not 
“ to fay, that the trade for flaves ought to be abolilhed, not 
“ only as contrary to found policy, but to the laws of God 

“ and 



( 207 ) 


“and nature; and were it pollible, by the prefent inquiry 
** to convey a juft knowledge of the extenfive mifery it oc- 
u cafions, every kingdom of Europe mull unite in calling on, 
u their Legifliture to abolifh the inhuman traffick. This is 
u not a hafty nor a new fentiment, formed on the prefent 
** difcuftion, which has, in no refpe£t, influenced his judg- 
u ment, The fame opinion he publickly delivered feventeen 
** years ago in Kingfton, Jamaica, in a fociety formed of 
u the firft chara&ers of the place, on debating the following 
queftion, (propofed, he thinks, by the late Mr. Thomas 
Hibbert, who had been forty or fifty years the moft eminent 
u Guinea fadlor there) (t Whether the trade of Africa for 
(t flaves was confident with found policy, the laws of nature, 
<< and morality?” s ‘ This difcuflion occupied feveral meet- 
** ings, and at laft it was determined by a majority, That 
the trade to Africa for flaves, was neither confiftent with 
" found policy, the laws of nature, nor morality/’ 


FINIS* 
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An Alphabetical List 


JBaILLIE George, Efq. refided 25 years m South 

Carolina and Georgia, firft as a merchant, afterwards as a 
planter, and then as Commilfary General of Georgia, He 
was in Jamaica alfo from about December 1778, to 
February or March 1779. 

BEVERLY, William, Efq, Lincoln’s Inn, was born in 
Virginia, and lived there the firft 16 years of his life : ha 
returned in 1786, and refided afterwards above two years 
in different parts of America. 

BOTHAM, Henry, Efq. went to the Wed Indies in 1770* 
and, in about two years, viliied all the iilands, Engliftt 
and French, ana was employed by Government in 
Grenada. He directed a fugar ei'iate for a fit art time in 
the Welt Indies; but he carried on fugar works many 
years at JBencoolen in the Eaft Indies, 


BOWMAN, 
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BOWMAN, Mr. John* was in the African employ frdm 
1765 to 1776, moftiy on the Winward Coaft, as third, 
fecond, and chief mate. He was alfo eight mouths refi- 
dent as a factor at the head of the River Sierra Leon, and 
feventeen or eighteen months at that of the River ScafTus 
in Africa. 

CLAPHAM, John, Efq. was upwards of twenty, years in 
Maryland. 

CLAPPESON, Mr. Thomas, was at Jamaica in 1762 
and 1763, and from 1768, to 1778, and from 1786 to 
1789. For the firft two years he was in the feafaring 
line, but the reft of the time as wharfinger and pilot. 

CLAXTON, Mr. Ecroide, failed in the Garland, for Af¬ 
rica, in 1788, as furgeons mate, and there, on the Bonny 
Coaft, commenced l'urgeon to the Young Hero, ilavc 
veiled. 


COOK, Captain, of the 89th regiment, was in Barbadoes, 
St. Lucia, St. Kitt’s, &c, in 1780 and 1781. 

COOK, Mr. Mark, arrived in Jamaica in 1774, and left it 
in 1790; was three years in the planting bufinefs^ the 
reft of the time as clerk and fchoolmafter them. 

COOK, Henry Gent, was in Jamaica fifteen years, ending 
in 1774, as a mill-wright, chiefly in Weftmorcland, but 
did bufmefs in three other pari flies. 


CREW, 
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CREW, Robert, Efq. is a native of Virginia* ahd always 
refided there till 1783. 

DALRYMPLE, Henry Hew, Efq. was lieutenant in the 
75th regiment, in garrilbn at Goree, and on various parts 
of the coaft, from May to the end of September* 1779* 
He w:.:, on his paffage to the Weft Indies, in a flave- 
veflel two months* He was three times in the Weft 
Indies; 1111773 at Granada fix months; in 1779 and 
1780 at Antigua, Barbadoes, Tobago, St. Lucia and St* 
Chriitopher’s; and, in 1788 and 1789, at Grenada* Ga- 
riacou, St. Vincents and Tobago* 

DAVIES, The Rev. Mr. refided at Barbadoes fourteen' 
years, the three laft learning the management of a fugar 
eftate; he left it 21 years ago* 

DAVISON, Baker, iientertaht of the late 79th regiment 
. was in Jamaica from the middle of 1771 to the end of 
1:783, except a few months on the Spanifh Main. He 
alfo pra&ifed furgery in Jamaica* 

DOVE, Mr. William* was* in 1769* a voyage io th& 
Coaft of Africa for fiaves, From 1774 to 1783 he refided 
at Bofton and New-York. 

DOUGLAS, Mr. John, boatfwairisVoJ the Ruflel riian of 
war, was one voyage to the Coaft of Africa for (laves in 
1775. 

P f 
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DUNCAN, Mr. William, was in Antigua from January 
1785 to July 1789, firft as clerk in a ftore for fix or 
eight months, afterwards as overfcer for about two years 
and a half. The reft of the time he kept a (lore for 
himfclf. 


ELLISON , Mr. Henry, gunner of the Refiftance man of 
war, was in the Have-trade from 1759 to 1770. He has 
been in many Weft India I Hands, particularly Barbadoes 
and Jamaica. ‘‘He has alfo been many voyages to Virgi¬ 
nia and Maryland, and often on the tobacco plantations 
while the Haves were at work. 

FALCON BRIDGE, Mr. Alexander, furgeon, was four 
voyages to Africa for Haves, from 1780 or'1781 to 1787. 
In the firft he was taken at Cape Mount in the Tartar, 
The other three were regular voyages. 

FITZMAURICE, Mr. William, was in Jamaica from 
June 1771 to March 1786, as overleer the laft ten years, 
but the former part of the time book-keeper, except for 
the firft fix months when he was clerk, to a (lore in 
Kingfton. 

FORSTER, Mr. Robert, was in every Britilh iftand, 
except Jamaica, in all about fix years, ending in 1778; 
the firft four years he was -apprentice in a {tore in St. John’s, 
Antifua, the reft ; 4 f , tlie time a midlhipman and fecond 
mafter and pilot of the King’s brig Endeavour. He lived 
among the town Haves, and often went to collect debts, 

and 
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and vifit managers in the country. When in the King’s 
fhip, he fpenl much of his time among them. 

GILES, Mr. John, farmer, near Hay, Brecknock/hire, 
was in Montferrat from 31757 to 1762, in Grandterre in 
1763, in Grenada 1764 and part of 1765, in North 
America the reft of 1765, in St. Croix .from 177440 
1778. 

GILES, Captain, of the 19th regiment of foot, was in 
Barbadoes, Antigua, St. Lucia, and Jamaica, from 
June 1782 to April 1790, except about 14 or *5jnonth? 
in England, 

HALL, Captain, of the Royal Navy, was at Barbadoes 
and the Leeward Blands from 1769 to 1773, and from 
17So to 1782, at thofe places, and at Jamaica and St„ 
Domingo. 


HALL, Captain John Aftdcy, now in the Weft India 
trade from London, was in the African trade from 1772 
to 1776 inclufive. He ma$e two voyages to Africa f.;r 
Haves as third, fecond and.chief mate, 

HARRISON, M. D. was upwards of ten years in Jamaica, 
from 1755 to 1765, and in America from 1765 to i~j8 s 
and in the medical line in both. 

HILLS, Captain John, of the Royal Navy, was'at Gores 
and up the Gambia, as commander of his Mnjefty’s Hoop 
Zephyr, at the end of 1781 and beginning of 1782, irs 
all about fix months. 

F l 3 HOW, 
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HOW, Anthony Pantaleo, Efq. was in Africa in *783 
and 1786, chiefly on the Gold Gold, in the Grampus 
man of war, employed by government as a botanift, 

JACKSON, Robert, M. D. went to Jamaica in 1774* 
and refided there four years, chiefly at Savanna-la-Mar, 
where he pra&ifed medicine, ills profeflion led him 
daily eight or ten or more miles into the country. He h39 
occafionally been in mod: parts of the ifland. He went 
alfo to America to join his regiment (the 71 ft/ in 177^, 
with which he went through all the fouthern provinces. 

JEFFREYS, Mr. Ninian, Maftcr in the Royal Navy, was 
at Jamaica in 1773, Tobago 1774, Jamaica 1775, Gre¬ 
nada 1776, Tortola 1779, as mate of a Weft Indiaman, 
and employed in taking oft fugars from the different edates, 
but in 1782 Antigua, and St. Kitt’s 1783, and at Jamaica 
a few days in 1784 in the Royal Navy. 

XXFRNAN, James, Efq. was in Africa in 1775, 1776, 
1777, and 1778, to learn the nature of the trade, to 
carry it on. He refided on s the R. Senegal. 

LLOYD, Captain Thomas, in the Royal Navy, was in 
the Weft Indies in 2779. He commanded his Majefty’s 
fhip Gbfgow, and was burnt out ot her in Montego Ray 
Jamaica, 

Mil EAR, Mr. George, gunner of his Majtfty’s fhip 
Pegafe, has been in Africa. His laft voyage was to Old 
Calabar in 1776, in the fhip Canterbury, Captain 
Sparkcsx 


MORLEY, 
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MORLEY, Mr- James, gunner of his Majefty’s Chip 
Medway, made fix voyages to Africa, the fir[l in 1760, 
the laft in 1776. He has been ever finee in the King’s 
fervice. He has vifited moit parts of Africa from the 
beginning of the Gold Coaft to Angela. 


NEWTON, the Rev. John, Redor of St. Mary, Wool- 
noth, made five voyages to Africa; in the laft in 1754 he 
was mafler of a flavc fhip. He lived on Chore about a 
vear and a half, chiefly at the ifiand of Fiantanes, at the 
mouth of the R. Sherbro. 

NICHOLLS, the Re’ lobert Boucher, Dean of Middle- 
ham, Yorkfhire, was bom in Barbadoes, and refided there 
ibme years in his youth, and two years after he was of 
age, from 1768 10x770, when in holy orders. In his 
laft refidence, he lived on a very large plantation, and ob~ 
obferved the management of that and the furrounding 
eftates. 


PARKER, Mr. Jfaac, Chip-keeper of the Melampus fri¬ 
gate, failed in 1764 to the R. Gambia, and in 1765 
to Old Calabar, He lived five months on Chore, at 
New Calabar. He has been more than once in the Weft 
Indies, in Jamaica, Barbadoes, Antigua, the Grenades, 
&c. &c, 

ROOKE, Major General, was in Africa, at Goree, from 
May 6 to Augufti 6 , 1779-. 


REES, 
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REES, the Rev. Thomas Gwynn, arrived at Barbadoes in 
the end of 1782, as Chaplain of his M'ajefty’s fliip 
Princefs Amelia. During the fix weeks he was there he 
vifitcd the plantations within four or five miles of Bridge¬ 
town. He was between two and three months alfo at 
St. Lucia. 


ROSS, Hercules, Efq. refided from 1761 to 1782 chieny 
in Jamaica, and occafionally in Hifpaniola. He was in 
every parilh in the former ifianch 

ROSS, Captain Robert, was from 1762 to 1786 in Jama¬ 
ica. He was for three years and a half a book-keeper, 
and afterwards an overfeer on three eftates. He then 
commanded a company of Rangers for fix years. In 
1775 he fettled a property of his own, and refided on it 
from 1781 to 1786. 

SAVAGE, John, Efq. refided in Carolina from 1729 to 
1775. 

SCOTT, Captain Alexander* of the Royal Navy, was 
from Senega), to C. Coafl in his Majefty’s fhip Merlin, in 
1769. He has alfo been in the Weft Indies. 


SIMPSON, Lieut. John, of the Marines, went out in 
his Majefty’s ftiip Adventure, and was on the Coaft of 
Africa, chiefiv from Settra Crue to Accra, in 1788 and 

‘ 7 * 9 - 


SIMTH, 
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SMITH, Captain John Samuel, of the Royal Navy, was 
in the Weft Indies in 1772, s777 and 1778 , for above 
a year altogether. 

STOREY, Lieut. Richard, in the Royal Navy, was from 
1766 to 1770, on every part of the Coaft from St. Leon# 
to the R. Gabon. 

SsTUART, the Rev. James, vifited many of the Weft 
India ifiands, Englifh and French, in 1778 and 177 2, 
when he returned to America. He had a 20 year’s ac¬ 
quaintance with the condition of llaves upon the continent. 

TERRY, Mr. John, was in Grenada from 177610 1790, 
the firft feven or eight years as an overfeer, then a 
k manager*. 

TERRY, Mr. Matthew, was four years in Dominique as 
book-keeper and overfeer, one at Tobago as land-furveyor, 
in the King’s fervicc, and feven in Grenada, ending in 
1781, $s a colony furveyor. 


THOMPSON, Captain Thomas Bolton, of the Royal 
navy was fecond lieutenant of the Grampus in 1784,1785 


* The chiefperjan ivho fujeeriniends a fugar eflate, is called 
in 'Jamaica the overfeer, and in the Windward Ifiands the 
manager, when the driver is often called overfeer. 

and. 
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and 17^6, and commanded his Majefty’s fhip the Nautl- 
Ins in 1787, in carrying oiit the Black poor to Sierra Leon, 
where he was from the beginning of May, to the end of 
September! 

TOTTENHAM, Major General, went out to the Well 
Indies in 1779, with four regiments under his command, 
He was about twenty months in Barbadoes, and fome 
time at St. Lucia, St. Kitts, and St. Euftatius. 

TQWNE, Mr. James, carpent&r c? his Majefty’s fhip 
Syren, made two voyages in 1760 and 1768 to the Lies 
de Los, and Grand Cape Mount. In the filrft he was 

i between feven and eight months on the coaft as a boy; in 
the fecond as carpenter, he ftaid more than fix months* 

TROTTER, Thomas, M. D. furgeon in the Royal 
Navy, was a voyage in the African fiave-trade, from 
Liverpool, in 1783, as furgeon of the Brookes, Captain 
Noble. He was ten months on the Coaft„ 

WADSTROM, Charles Berns, Efq. chief dire&or of 
the Allay Office in Sweden, was in Africa near three 
months, in 1787 and 1788, with Doctor Spaarman, en¬ 
gaged by the King of Sweden to make difeoveries. 

WILSON, Captain Thomas, of the Royal Navy, was 
between five and fix months in Africa, between Cape 
Blanco and the river Gambia, in 1783 and 1784, as 
commander of his Majefty’s fhip Racehorfe : he was fenf 
out to embark the troops and ftores from Goree. 


WILSON, 
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WILSON, Mr. Ifaac, furgeon i« the Navy, made one 
voyage to Africa in the Elizabeth; Smith, from Lonmin. 
He failed the i oth of May* 1788, and returned the 6th 
of December, 1789. 

WOODWARD, George, Efq. is both ati owner arid mort¬ 
gagee of property in Barbadoes, where he refided in 17S2 
and 1783, and was alfo there in 1777. 

WOODWARD, Mr. Jofeph, was in Barbadoes in £788* 
1789, and 1790. 

WOOLRICH, Thomas, Efq, was in the Weft Indies 
from 1753 to 1773 ; but in the interim took three trips td 
England, and two to America; he was m the mercantile 
line, chiefly at Tortola; He was alfo occasionally at Bar¬ 
bados; Antigua, and St. Kitts; 

YOUNG, Sir George, captain in the Royal Navy; was 
four voyages to Africa, 101767, 1768, 1771, and 1772; 
from Cape Blanco to Cape Lopez, including every EugWfc 
fettlement; and fome Dutch; 
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AS the Weft India Planters and others have hftnuated that 
the foundation of the InfurreBian in St. Domingo, was hid 
in the efforts effuch of the Gentlemen of Britain , as have 
officiated themfelves for the Abolition of the Slave-Trade, 
J think it will be peculiarly proper at the prefent time is 
make a few remarks on the Jubjecf of InfurrsBions of 
Slaves 



REMARKS, S&. 


It is irhpoflible for any o*)e to have read the Hiftory of 
Greece and Rome with attention, without knowing that 
there were many and bloody Infurre&ions of the Slaves, in 
the countries winch their Hiftories refps&ively comprehend. 
Now it is impoflible to attribute thefe with any propriety to 
perfons aflbciated either for the Abolition of the Slave-Trade* 
of of perfonal flavery; becaufe, it does not appear from 
Hiftory, that there ever were affociations in thofe days for fa 
laudable a purpofe. 


Whoever, again has read the Hiftory of the Weft India 
Xflauds from their firft eftabliftiment to the year 1786, muft 
have read it very fuperficially, not to know that there have 
been various Infurre&ions of the Slaves there within this 
period. There was formerly a bloody one at St. Domingo, 

befides 
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feefidcs that which has lately happened. There have bean 
feveral in Jamaica, and other Ifiands have had their (hare of 
them, iifo. 


Now, it is impoflibie that any of thefe could have had 
their origin in the efforts of the Gentlemen affociatcd for the 
Abolition; becaufe it was not till 1787 that the firft Com¬ 
mittee was formed, which was in London, for the Abolition 
tf this execrable trade. 


To what caufe then may we attribute the Infurre&ions in 
the I (lands? Undoubtedly to the Slave Trade, in confe- 
quence of which thoufands are annually poured into the 
3 (lands, who have been fraudulently and forcibly deprived of 
the Rights of Men. All thefe come into them of courfe 
with diffatisfied and exafperated minds; and this difeontent 
and feeling of refentment mud be farther heightened by the 
treatment which people coming into them under fuch a fitua-, 
lion muff unavoidably receive; for we cannot keep people in 
a (late of fubje&ion to us, who acknowledge no obligation 
whatever to ferve us, but by breaking their fpirits and treat¬ 
ing them as creatures of another fpecies. Now, that this is 
the caufe is evident, from Mr. Uong, the celebrated champion 
of the Planters themfelves, who dates in his Hiftory of Ja¬ 
maica, that all the Infurrc&ions of the (laves that he could 
over trace in the Iflands, were begun by the imported Afri-» 
cans, and never by the Creole, or I (land bam, (laves, 


Such 
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. j men being actually the caufe, and this being likely 
iiuin common reafon to be the caufe, while Men have the 
pafiions of Men, and this caufe being adequate of itfelf, at 
all times to produce the effedl—what reafon cart there be 
for imagining that the infurre&ioh in St. Domingo proceed¬ 
ed from any other fource; particularly as thefe Infurre&ions 
have been as numerous before any aiTociation for the Aboli¬ 
tion of the Slave Trade took place, as fince their mftittition ? 
As, however, the prefent infurre&ion in St, Dofflirtgd k 
fomewhat cohne&cd with the late Revolution In France, it 
may be neceflary to fay a few words upon it as related tfc 
that event. 

As feon as the news of this Revolution was Conveyed to 
St. Domingo, the white people there divided into parties, as 
in the mother country, the one for the Revolution, the other* 
for the Government in its antient form. 

Again, as foori as the principels of that Revolution, a? 
particularized in the declaration of the Bill of Rights, was 
proclaimed in that Colony, a third Party, and that a formi¬ 
dable one, arofe. This confifted of the people of colour,* 
Who, notwithftanding many of thertl had received a liberal 
education, and were in many inftances larger proprietors in 
the I Hand than the Whites, were in a deprelfed and degraded 


* This term includes Free Negroes, and all fuck as has ft 
4 be fmallejl mixture of Negn-bhod; many of whom are as 
white as any native Wejl Indians . 
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Hate. They felt forcibly the juft ice of thefe principled; and 
when, they confidered that thefe were held out by the Repre- 
fentati'ves of the parent country* they determined to aflert 
their rights to equal privileges with the reft ok the Colonifts. 
In confequence of this they held a meeting,; after which they 
fent fevcral worthy perfons of their own body to Paris, tp 
reprefent them in the National Aflembly of France* 


On their arrival, they found their way to the Bureau d$ 
Verification, where it was neccffary for them to have their 
claim to reprefentation afcertained and fan&ioned, before 
they could be admitted as Deputies into the Aflembly, 


The white planters, however, who happened to have feats 
in the National Aflembly at the time, found means to croud 
into this Bureau or Committee juft mentioned, with a view 
of hindering the deputies from the people of colour from 
having a place in the fame legillative body with themfelves. 
They pretended to find forrie flaw in their powers, and put off 
the further confideration of the fubjedl for a few weeks. At 
the end of this time, in confequence of the great exefdons 
of the deputy of colour, they were Obliged to refume the 
confederation of the cafe: they then acknowledged their 
error, gave up the legality of the flaw at firft ftarted, but 
pretended to have difeovered one of another nature. In 
this way they put off the Deputies from Committee to 
Committee, hindering them ty thefe means from coming- 
before the Aflembly at all, when at laft, one of the Deputies 
of the name of Ogc, a man of property, education and 
abilities, but of much ftronger paflions than his colleagues, 

returned 
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returned to St. Domingo to rep relent to their cotiiltfucnta 
the treatment they had met with from the White Planters m 
France. 


His reprefentation of the cafe, foon reached the ears o t 
fome of the Whites of St, Domingo, who communicated 
the intelligence to others of their own defcription, which 
produced a determination in them to make a vi&im of Oge* 
by taking away his life. They attacked him and a few of his 
adherents at various times in armed parties* fome of whom 
he defeated, and from others he was obliged to fly; preffed 
however at laft, he was obliged to take refuge in the Spar.iflf 
part of the ifland, where lie was treacheroufly given up, and 
foon after, though he was never publkkly examined* he was 
broken alive on the wheel with tv/cnty five of his followers. 
This barbarous deftru&ion of a perfon whom the people of 
colour fo generally and defervedly efteemed, only widened 
the breach between them and the whites, of the ifland, and 
exafperated them to feek their revenge upon the latter. 
While they were planning fchemes with this view* news 
arrived in the Colony that thofe of their Deputies who* after 1 
Oge’s departure, had remained in France* had by their 
perfeverance obtained a hearing before the National Aflem- 
fely ; which on the fame day decreed that all the Feopie of 
Colour born of free parents were Frenchmen, and of com-fa 
entitled to all the privileges of Frenchmen* and! among 
others tO' that of being reprefented alfo.—This news when 
received at St. Domingo as much exafperated the White- 
inhabitants, as the death of Oge had the Feopie of Colour 
there, and their breafts began Co burn with 1 a fpirit of revenga 
againft the latter. 
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Here then we fee no lefs than three fa&ions prevalent at 
the fame moment in St. Domingo. The Whites divided 
into two parties, as they adhered to the New Conftitution or 
the old; and the Whites and People of Colour burning 
with a fury hardly fatiable but by the extirpation of one ano¬ 
ther. What then did the negroes do at this interefting mo¬ 
ment ? Seeing their Lords and Mailers not able to agree 
among themfelves, but at daggers drawing with one another, 
they determined to take advantage of the divifions among 
them, and to afiert their violated rights by force of arms.— 
Such is the true (late of the cafe refpe£ting the Infurre£lion 
at St. Domingo; and what do we learn from it but the fol¬ 
lowing truth ; “ That the Slave Trade, and the oppreffion 
naturally refulting from it, was the real and only caufe of 
this Infurre&ion,” as h ever has been, and ever will be, of 
fimiiar events; but that the Revolution of France, by caufing 
the three divifions before mentioned, did afford the negroes 
an opportunity which they would other wife not fo eafily have 
found, of endeavouring to vindicate far themfelves the un al¬ 
terable Rights of Men. 


The above accounts then lead us to three feparate conclu- 
fsons : Firft, That the Slave Trade is the real caufe of all 
Wed India Infurre&ions.—Secondly, That as long as it 
exids, fo long may thefe Infurre&ions be cxpe&cd.—And 
thirdly, That the St. Domingo Infurrcdlions, in particular, 
fo far from affording us a juft argument (as the planters fayj 
to difeontinue our exertions at the prefent moment, calls upon 
us to redouble them, if we. have any value for our own 
fflands or any wifii .hat the prefent Proprietors of them may 
preferve their edates to themfelves, and perpetuate them to 
their pofterity. 



CONSIDERATIONS 


ADDRESSED TO 

Profeffors of Chriftianity 

OF EVERY DENOMINATION, 

ON THE 

IMPROPRIETY OF CONSUMING 

Weft-India Sugar and Rum, 

AS PRODUCED BY T&K 

OppreJJive Labour of Slaves . 



If the bounty of Providence hath powered itt bleffmgs on 
m in unparalleled abundance, let us Jheiv outfelves grateful, as 
we ought, for the blejfmgs we enjoy, by rendering them fubfer - 
went to thofe purpcfes for which they are intended . There will 
be a day of retribution, wherein we (hall have to give an account 
of all thofe talents and faculties, and opportunities, with which 
we have been intruded, Let it not then appear , that our fu- 
f trior power has been employed to opprefs our fellow creatures, 
«andour fuperior light to darken the creation of God.” 

Speech af W. Wijlbekforce, Efq. in the H. of Commons. 




CONSIDERATIONS, tec. 


So I returned find confdered all the opprejfmis that are dona 
under the fun : and behold the tears ofjuch as were opprejjsd^ 
and they had no comforter; and on the Jute of the opprefforj 
there was power, but they had no comforter . 

Ecdefiafles iv. i,- 


Th E apoftle James informs us, that pure religion and 
undefiled before God and thfe Father is this, u To Vifit the 
fatherlefs and widows in their affliction, and to keep imfpotied 
from the world,” 

Now, if many thoufands are made fatherlefs and widows, 
by the grievous oppreflion of our fellow creatures in the fu~ 
gar colonies, and by the trade to Africa for negroes, to nip- 
ply the place of thofe who are worn out, or deftroyed by 

exceflive 
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exccffive labour and cruel treatment, is not the produce oi 
fuch labour polluted with blood ? From a ferious confide- 
ration of this alarming evil, and a brotherly fympathy with 
thofe who differ by it, feme, for many years, have believed 
it their duty to decline the ufe of articles produced by this 
oppreffive labour, ^But fince that enormous evil hath been 
more fully laid open, and particularly fince the legiflature of 
this country has declined to comply with the wifhes of 
people of almoft every religious denomination, numbers have 
fo far commiferated the fituation of their afflidled brethren, 
as to deny themfelves, at lead, the ufe of fugar and rum: 
believing that the difufe of thefe articles only, by a compe¬ 
tent number, would effedfually abolifh the Have trade, eafe 
the burdens of thofe already in flavery, and eventually pro¬ 
cure their freedom. If this defirable end can be obtained by 
fo fmall a facrifice, who that lays any claim to religion or 
humanity can withhold it ? Sugar and Rum are the leading 
articles of Weft India labour and commerce ; but the Ieaft 
in real ufefulnefs. Thus viewed, may it not tend to leflen 
the difficulty of fome well-wifhers to the caufe, who confidcr- 
ing the many articles connedfed with this trade, are dis¬ 
couraged ; and becaufe they are not fatisfied it is their duty 
to decline all, think it beft to do nothing ? But it is not 
enough that our hearts be well diipofed to the caufc. We 
ihould earneftly exert ourfelves, in order to « undo the heavy 
burdens, and let the opprefled go free.” 


It is now generally admitted, that the flave-trade is a viola¬ 
tion of all the rights of men, attended with conferences 
barbarous beyond defeription. 


That 
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That the labour of (laves in the iffands is fo opprcffive, and 
their treatment and accommodations fo bad, as to occafton 
the death of many thoufands annually : And 

That the fugar and rum raifed in the Wed India ilhnds 
are cultivated and prepared by this opprelTed people, and pub - 
lickly fold in this country as fuch. Thefe being efhblifhed 
facts, does it not behove all profedbrs of Chriffianity, well 
to confider, how far they encourage the oppreffors, by pur- 
chafing their commodities, thus defiled with blood? Our 
conduct in time pad, when comparative ignorance prevailed, 
affords no juftification to our prefent practice. It is faid, that 
the “ times of ignorance God winked atbut when there 
is a more clear difeovery ot his will, and of our duty ; or 
when knowledge prevails, “ He commandeth all men, every 
where, to repent.” Are there any that are looking for fome 
extraordinary call to an article of felf-denial focled^ycftab- 
Jifhed ? Or is a new revelation neceffary to convince us 
we ought to be found in every Chrillian duty ? If fuch there 
be, let them remember that no new doebine or pra&icc is 
recommended ; but the fame principle of jail ice and bene¬ 
volence that has been declared from the beginning. 


« Thou (halt neither vex a flrangcr, nor opprefs him, 
a Ye (hall not afflict any widow or fatherlefs child : if thou 
« afflifl the.m in any wife, and they cry at ail unto me, I will 
li farely hear their cry.” 


If it be. a • .command not to a fa! cl or is it 

not as clear tL.; . c are not to be the companion or encou¬ 
rage rs of opprdlurs f 


If 
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If it be a divine command, “ Thou (halt not kill-^-Thou 
« fhalt not fteal—” is it not as clear we fhould not ftrengthen 
the hands of thofe that commit fuch violence, left that charge 
fhould be brought in judgment againft us ? ** When thou 
“ faweft a thief, then thou confentedft with him, and haft 
** been partaker with adulterers.” 

The prophet I faiah, when fpeaking in the name of Je¬ 
hovah, fays : “ He that walketh righteoufly, and fpeaketh 
« uprightly ; he that defpifeth the gain of oppreflions, that 
« (haketh his hands from holding of bribes, that ftoppeth 
«« his ears from hearing of blood, that (huttethhis eyes from 
•• feeing evil; he fhall dwell on high: &c.” O: ^ifidering 
this remarkable paffage it appears, that to defpife the gain of 
Oppreflion is to carry our teftimony further than to decline 
the profits of it. For if we purchafe and ufc that which 
is prodtjld by oppreftion, we contribute to the gain of the 
oppreftbr ; but while we To can it be faid that we do 
indeed defpife his unrighteous gain l or that we flop our ears 
from hearing of blood, and fhut oor eyes from feeing evil > 
Far from it: we knowingly receive the price of blood, and 
contribute in the moft effe&ual way to uphold the oppreffor. 


He that receives or buys goods, knowing them to be 
ftolen, is deemed an encourager of theft; and, as fuch, pir- 
ni(liable by the law. Yet good's ftolen privately* is fimply 
a fraud, in property ? unattended with the aggravating cir- 
cumftances of oppreffion and bloodfhed. 

If it fhould be obje&ed, that the prodtnftions of our colo¬ 
nies are neither ftolen goods, nor fold as fuch ; I admit'tha& 
there is a difference between thefe, and what is commonly 

tiaderftooJ 
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tinderftood by ftolen goods- But when all the circumftances 
are duly conficlered, I think the difference will appear in fa¬ 
vour of the latter: in which cafe the commodity only is 
ftolen; but in the other, the people who raife and manufac¬ 
ture the commodity are ftolen. Their labour is exadted with¬ 
out wages, (confequently, the produce of fuch labour is un- 
juftly obtainedJ under continued oppreflien, and at the ex- 
pence, not only of their liberty, but of their lives. 'The 
ufing this produce to gratify our palates has been often retort¬ 
ed on the advocates o f ‘he poor negroes: and may norths 
oppreffors and mer rs defpife our feeble endeavours, 
and think us inconi m exclaiming againft them, - while 
we continue to partake with them, yea furnifh them v/ith 
the only means of continuing thofe oppreflions, which we 
lament and execrate ? For it muft be admitted that the con¬ 
firmers ere the fupporters of this iniquitous proceedings ; and 
without them the Have-trade, with its lamentable conferen¬ 
ces, muft foon ceafe. 

There are fome people who appear fearful of countenanc¬ 
ing any thing that feems new, and, having been accu Homed 
to the ufe of fugar, and their parents, whofe memory they 
refpedt, having without compundtion ufed it before them, 
they can hardly think it wrong to continue a practice to 
which they have been fo, ong accuftomed. 

There are however I hope but few, if any, that will 
deem this a fate foundation to ftand upon in many cafes, 
and it may require examination in the prefent. Not to be 
too haftily carried away with every propofal, is prudent; but 
there may be an excefs of caution, and to rejedfc a propofal 
feecaufe it is new, may be as great a weeknels as the conti- 
I i nuing 
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ruling a pra£Hce becaufe it is old. Perhaps few of us are 
fufficiently aware of the force of cuftom and the prejudices 
of education : but whatever degree of influence this may be 
allowed to have on our minds, it rauft be admitted there is 
more probability of our erring in favour of oldcuftoms, than 
in adopting new ones without fufficiemt examination. Let 
us only fuppofe, that we had not been educated in the ufe of 
thofe articles which are raifed chiefly by the labour of opprefs- 
ed Africans, and that they were only now offered to us; 
poflefling the fame information tfiat has been published ref- 
pe&ing the obtaining and the treatment of the tormented 
negroes, would not fome reject with abhorrence what they 
now ufe and plead for ? Let us then be willing to re-exa¬ 
mine ourfelves, and fee if fome evil does not lie at our door. 

; 

The beneficent Author of the Chriftian religion called hi> 
difciples friends, on condition of their doing all that he com¬ 
manded them; and he fummoned up all the law and the 
prophets in two commandments, viz. the love of God, 
and the love of our neighbour. We fliould remember the 
omiflion that will be laid to the charge of thofe that are found 
wanting in the great day of account. “ I was fick and in 
prifon, and ye vifited me not;” And when they fhall plead 
ignorance of fuch an omiflion, he will fay, “ Inafmuch as 
ye did it not unto one of the leaf! of thefe, ye did it not to 
me.” 


He that loveth the Lord his God with all his heart, will 
not be wanting in love towards his neighbour: and he that 
loves his neighbour as himfclf (fo far from aiding or abetting 
the oppreflbr) will not only be careful to avoid injuring him ; 
but, both by word and deed, do alt in his power to aflift 

and 
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and obtain juftice for him. Not permitting himfelf to 
deterred or biafted by the example of any, (even the Prieft 
and Levite) he will imitate the condudl of the merciful Sa¬ 
maritan, by a (lifting, , to the extent of his power, the 
wounded and opprefted ftranger. If, through the influence 
of divine love, we can fympathize with the affli&cd, our 
views will not be confined to our perfonal acquaintance, or 
to people of any particular Ration* For “ the Lord made 
u of one blood all nations of men, for to dwell on all the 
* f face of the earth.” He is no refpe&or of perfons, but 
his mercies are over all his works. 

Seeing then that the remote fituation of the objects does 
not excufe us from rendering fuch afliftance as is in our 
power, let us to the utmoft of our capacity uifeharge our 
duty; by vifiting thefe widows and fatherlefs in their alfli&i, 
on availinglv, and keep ourfelves unfpotted, by not partaking 
o! the gain of their oppreflors, or in any manner contributing 
to their fupport. “ Is not this the faft that the Lord hath 
cholen, to loofc the bands of wickednefs, to undoe the 
heavy burdens, and let the opprefted go free, and that ye 
break every yoke t” 

I have heard of fome who delire the abolition of the Have 
trade, yet fear that declining the ufe of fugar, &c. may prove 
a remedy worfe than the difeafe. If fuch be really ferious in 
their ohje&ion, it may deferve fome attention, for every well- 
wifher to the caufe claims regard. Yet I fhould fufped a 
fentiment of this kind could not be entertained by any that 
refle&ed attentively, though but little informed, on the fub- 
jcd. In order to fhew how groundlefs fuch an apprehenfion 
I i 2 is. 
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.is, let us fuppofe every perfon had left off fugar and rum, 
or that there were no market f or any produce of the Weft- 
Indies, and, that in confequance the negroes, not having 
employ from their matters, were obliged to fhift for them- 
felves. In this cafe there will be an cffe&ual abolition of 
the flave trade, and thereby the annual deftru&ion of 58,000 
of our fellow creatures, in the Englifh and French iflands 
only, would be prevented. 

1 would aflc, whether this does not abundantly overbalance 
any change of fituation and circumftances that we can ima¬ 
gine poflible to the opprefied Africans in the iflands ? For 
could we even fuppofe them (a fuppofition truly abfurd) all 
to die by-famine, it would bear but a fmall comparifon with 
the deftri\£Hon.pf the number exported from the coaft, and 
thofe defeoyed in obtaining them : to fay nothing of other 
dreadful confequenees of that deteftable trade. 

But if that objection cannot ftund even on fo broad a bot¬ 
tom as I have admitted, what place can it have when that 
foundation is confiderably narrowed ? For although I have 
admitted it on the ground that every perfon will decline not 
only fugar and rum, but every produce of the iflands where 
the wretched negroes, are held in their prefent cruel bondage; 

I cannot believe that even the obje&ors fuppofe one half 
would do fo. 

But if only half the quantity of fugar and rum were pro¬ 
duced that is now confumed, the annual fupply of frefh 
flave,5 being flopped ; can we fuppofe thofe in the colonies 
would fuffer for want of employment? I am rather inclined 
to think filch a portion of labour would ftiil be allotted them, 
as few of us would like. 


But 
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But let u$ confider what is the negroes pay, that we may 
the better eftimate what their lofs would be if their mafters 
fhould turn them off. A fmall portion of India corn is their 
ufual allowance from their mafters. What further fupport 
they have is derived from their own labour, on that day 
which the law of this and other countries has fet appart for 
divine worfhip. Yet fome of the advocates for flavcry 
mention the great value of what is produced in that way. 


Let us then fuppofe the plantations lo be abandoned by the 
planters, and that the negroes, inftead of being confined to a 
fmall fpot, might cultivate as much land as they choofe for 
their own fupport; and, inftead of having one day to them- 
felves, (after being fpent with exceftive labour the other fix) 
that their whole time was their own; can we think their 
fituation would be changed for the worfe r If we find any 
difficulty in determining this, let us afk ourfelvcs the queftion. 
Which fituation we fhould choofe, whether a fmall garden 
with a fmall allowance of India corn, and flavery ? or an 
eftate and liberty ? But the motive for declining the ufe of 
fugar and rum, is not the laying wafte the plantations, but 
the abolition of the flave trade, and its truly lamentable con- 
fequences; fo that in due time the opprelfed may go free. 


But if, after all the undoubted evidence that has been ad¬ 
duced, of the unprecedented a£ls of cruelty and fanguinary 
meafures that are purfued in order to furnifh us with fugar 
and rum, we can think it right, as Chriftians, to ufe it; 
aiuft it not be acknowledged that we pay more attention to 
- luxuries, 
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luxuries, and to the gratification of a fenfual appetite, than 
we do to juffice, to humanity, and to the happinefs of our 
fellow creatures ? 

Let us compare our conduct with David's; Who, when 
tie longed for water, and three of his men obtained it, and 
offered it to him, confidering the danger to which they had 
expbfed themfeives, would not drink it; but powered it but 
unto the Lord, faying : « Far be it from me, O .Lord, that 
« I fhould do this l Is not this the blood of the men that 
** went in jeopardy of their lives 1” 

Now what comparifon will this bear with our conduct ? 
There is a difference, but the difference is much againft us. 

It appears that David’s men were free, and went volun¬ 
tarily, '.without his command or knowledge. 

The negroes are firff made Haves by force and rapine ; 
and afterwards compelled to labour by the iron hand of 
oppreffion. 

David’s men returned unhurt, yet he refufed to drink, 
becaufe they had hazarded their lives. 

The negroes are not only in continual jeopardy, but a 
great and continual deftru&ion of their lives is the price of 
that luxury which is offered to us. 

David refufed the water that was prefented to him: but 
we, under all this aggravating difparity of circumflances, 

have 



( *« ) 


hams accepted the polluted luxury. Let the time pad,, 
therefore, fufftce, in which we may have done it inadver¬ 
tently ; and let our future condudl fpeak the language of 
David in another place ; “ I will wa(h mine hands in in- 
nocency, fo will I compais thine altar, O Lord,' 1 


Let not any be difeouraged by looking at the Uttla that 
is in their power to do; but rather be concerned to be 
fpund faithful in th^t little, leaving the ev^nt to Him who 
hath begun powerfully to plead the caufe of this greatly opprefT- 
ed people; and is able, as he hath promifed, to carry on the 
work of their deliverance, to the praife of his great name. 
For he hath faid, “ I will gather ail nations and tongues, 
«« and they (hall come and fee my glory.” 


II we, as individuals, concerned in the Have trade (either 
by procuring the Haves, compelling them to labour, or re¬ 
ceiving the produce’ imagine that our (hare in the tranfa<5ti- 
on is fo minute, that it cannot perceptibly increafc the inju¬ 
ry : let us recoiled that, though numbers partaking of a 
crime may diminilh the lhame, they cannot diminilh its 
turpitude. Can we fuppofe, that an injury of enormous 
magnitude can take place, and the criminality be deftroyed, 
merely by the criminals becoming fo numerous as to render 
their refpedive lhares indiftinguifhable ? Were an hundred 
aflaflins to plunge their daggers into their vidim, though 
each might plead, that without his afiiftance the crime 
would have been completed, and that his poinard neither oc- 
rationed or accelerated the murder, yet every one of them 
would be guilty of the entire crime. For into how many 

parts 
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parts foever a criminal aCtion may be divided, the crime 
itfelf refts entire and complete on every perpetrator. 


It is therefore peculiarly incumbent on us, €t To abftain 
from the ufe of fugar and rum, until our Weft-India 
Planters themfelves have prohibited the importation of addi¬ 
tional Haves, and commenced as fpeedy and effectual a fub~ 
verfion of flavery in their iflands, as the circumftances and 
lituation of the Haves will admit; or till we can obtain the 
produce of the lugar-canc in fome other mode, unconnect¬ 
ed with flaveiy, and unpolluted with blood.’* 
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JL HE following production is offered to the world with¬ 
out any felf-interdied motives, fave the intereft that every 
one ought to have in the fufferings and miferies of a brother: 
—it breathes not the voice of Flattery or Adulation, but the 
fimple fentiments of a heart that joins the humane, in forrow 
for the affli&ion and diftrefs of thoufands. The Author 
boaffs not of the merit of the poem, for, he is afraid of its 
difgracing the dignity of the fubjedt by the mcannefs of its 
appearance: if it infpire one feeling emotion—one tender 
thought, he (hall think himfelf amply repaid for his trouble 
—he fhall think he has not wrote in vain : applaufe is not 
tile objedt of his purfuit; for, he, 

—deaf to mad Ambitions call, 

Wouldjhrink to hear th ’ obftrep’rous trump of Fame . 

Is there a human heart that can indulge in pleafure, that 
can repofc with delight, while, to procure the tranfient joy, 
there are thoufands of it’s fellow mortals bleeding under die 
excrutiating torments, both of body and mind, that attend a 
cruel life-long captivity. There are who, for the tralient 
charms of gold—who, for the renown ©f fading riches—can 
fend murder and defolation over an innocent land. Arc there 
not a fufliolency of ills that attend us through the uncertain 
paths of life? Is there a day that palfes without a figh? 
Then why fhould man thus increafe the farrows that, fince 
the fall of Adam, the Tons of men have been fubjeet to ? Is 
at adting according to the Chriftian rule? * Do ye unto 
others as ye would they fhould do unto you?’ Is it loving 
your neighbours as yourfelves ? Does it ftand as a teftitnony oi 
your goodwill to all men ? I appeal to that fenate that has too 
long fandlioned your crimes—I appeal to your own hearts* 
if there remain the Icaft fpark of juftice or human feelings, 
thefe enormities muff; quickly ceafe; for, Juftice and Hu¬ 
manity cannot countenance murder. 

1 obferve, with forrow, that the diffurbances In St. Do¬ 
mingo fuvnilhed arguments againft the Abolition of the Slave 
Trade ; but may thofe arguments be turn’d againft them- 
felves—what can be expedfed ? Confider the fituation @i the 
©ppreffed ! they have no hope on this fide the grave—no 
comfort but in death! And there is a fpirit in man that 
difdains controul, that fcorns the iron chain of Oppreffion: 
this fpirit is roufed by the rigours of a dread fid captivity, 
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and heightened by defpair ter a degree ci£ madnefs; it ruffles 
witii vengeance on the niercilehs opprdlor, and turns his 
own (word agaimt him. Thus a fertile ill and is bathed in 
blood ? Are they bkuneabie ? No.— 1 he broke was due, 
it is nothing but the deciiion of Jullice. Put youriclves in 
their place, now you are a civilized and enlightened people, 
Say, in luch a filuation, what you would do : This cireurn- 
ftance, dreadful as it is, is a farther proof of a noble fpirit, 
and an exalted mind, that cannot reft quietly in the chain of 
ftavery—it is an evidence of a free born foul. 

One grand pica in the defence of the deteflable traffic is, 
that your (laves are, a many of them, prifoners of war, 
who would have been put to a cruel death had not you hu¬ 
manely refeued them! had not you mercifully fnatched them 
from a quiet grave—that they might linger out a few more 
weary years in afui£tion, in ceafelefs angmfli, under all the 
torments that the ingenuity of man is capable of inventing!— 
Where then are your merciful intentions —But, admitting 
their i ’(nation to be amended, we are not to do evil that good 
may come ; but to leave the difpofal of events to an afl-wife 
Creator, who views, with impartiality, all his works. 

And now I with you to conltder what is the principal oc- 
cafion of thofe wars; is it not to procure (laves ? Towns are 
pillaged and burned, and the inhabitants murdered or taken 
captive—nay, a whole country is deluged in blood; it groans 
under the yoke of Opprefficn. It is not for man to ad the 
part of the tyrant! elfe why did a Saviour command by ex¬ 
ample humility and felf-abafement—Why was his appearance 
fo mean in the eftimation of the world, if he defigned his fol¬ 
lowers, or anv of them, to feck after the glory of tins world, 
or to exercife tyrannical power over their brethren ? How oft 
has he declared it tube the will of the Father, that man (hould 
love irian without diftmehon, as he himfelf is impartial. But 
man will be vvifer than his Maker ; he delpifes the lowly ap¬ 
pearance of the Saviour, and rifes, in felf-ellimation, above 
his brethren ; he bends to avarice, and the tranfient glare of 
riches deha fed the ioul that was made a candidate for heaven j 
he forgets his dignity ; he will not hear of future rewards and 
punifhuicnts, but w =11 liave Ins fill of pleafure while here, 
though at the exigence of a thou land lives! 

Oh! for a lodge in fome vaft w iiderhefs. 

Some boundlds contiguity of (hade : 

Where rumour of op.predion and deceit. 

Of wrong and outrage, with which earth is fill’d, 

Of imfuccelktul, or fucccfsful war, 

Might never reach me more. 
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TO 
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To thee, oh Wilber force ! I fwg, 

And tune a furrow-breathing firing 
From S***"* 1f ’s, rock mveflcd fhores 
W here the wild, wave of ocean roars: 
Where guilty Commerce fpreads her fail. 
And Oains the beauties of the vale: 

In vain iliall roll the peaceful flood. 

Her fbns defile the ltream with blood: 

The genius of the Water weeps, 

As flow it wanders to the deeps: 

She lees the time when peace ferene— 
When virtue, mark’d the lovely feenc: 
And grieves, that virtuous peace no more 
Shall finile on her deferted l'hore ; 

She mourns to fee her guiltlels tide 
With crimlbn carnage deeply dy’d: 

She mourns—but ah! Ihe mourns in vain, 
For ftill it flows and flows again. 

Where’er I rove, rnetkmks I fee 
A bleeding phantom point to me: 

They beckon through the fable night, 

And frown am id A the glare of light! 

But who is Hie, whole penfive feet 
Move flowly tow V;Is ray grab/ feat ? 

Her eyes arc red with ceafelefs tears, 
DillnTlion in her mien appears: 

Her looks exprefs mmfua! grief, 



( 2S0 ) 


She Teems to afk of Heav’n relief. 

Or in fufpcnfe is Teen to ftand, 

Or waves on high a bloody brand; 

In al! the fcene is woe difplav’d, 

And oft flic calls on Heav'n for aid! 

My heart is fill’d with wild alarms. 

The fcene refigns it’s wonted charms; 

The hill, the vale, the fdver flood— 

At her approach are flam'd with blood: 

She comes! my heart refigns its fway. 

And fear difarms her trembling prey! 

She comes! but as flic draws more nigh, 
A milder forrow fills her eye : 

And thus the melting voice of Woe 
Was heard in mourning drains to flow 
4 Fear not, my friend, no fpirit rude 
4 Does on thy peaceful mind intrude: 

4 No fiend of vengeance breaks thy reft; 

* I come not to diftuib thy bread. 

4 Ah! not for this, my weary feet 

* Has fought thee in this lone retreat; 

* Lur’d by companion’s tender tear, 

* I turned my wand’ring footfteps here; 

4 Oh ! deign to hear my woeful lay, 

4 And let attention filent fway: 

4 But check not thou the rifing figh, 

4 Nor foft compaflion’s tear deny.’ 

Attention heard her mourning tale. 

As thus it murmur’d in the gale ;—- 
4 I come from Afric’s bleeding fhore, 

4 Whofe plains are ting’d with human gore 
4 In vain Creating-Wifdom plann’d 
4 The bleflings of the guiltlefs land : 

4 He deck’d the fertile vale with flow’rs, 

4 And wove the aromatic kowrs: 

4 Bade numerous fruits fpontaneous glow: 

4 And taught the fhady grove to grow; 

4 He bade the waters wind along, 

4 And tun’d to peace the vocaf fong: 
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4 Where’er the cheerfut rivers roll'd, 

4 I heir fands fhone bright with beaming gold 
4 His kind paternal hand was found 

* To fpread unnumber’d bleiungs round ; 

4 Oft in the fable (hade of night, 

4 When Cynthia pour’d her fofteft light, 

* The guiitlefs train would feek the wood, 

4 Or wander by the winding flood: 

4 Free from aiftrult, or trembling fear, 

4 They thought no ruffian tyrant near: 

4 But, ah! how chang’d the much-lov’d fuenc, 
4 Where peace and innocence were feen ! 

4 No more, when evening fpreads her fvvay, 

4 The fwain can wander calm away: 

4 For every blafl that fweeps the Iky, 

4 Proclaims, in thought a ruffian nigh! 

4 In vain does Heav’n, with boundlefs love, 

4 DifFufe the bleffings from above: 

4 For man, with murdering hade appears, 

4 To deep the happy feene with tears: 

4 He waves the (word—he binds the chain, 
c And bids fevere Afflidtion reign: 

4 Mine eyes have feen the rolling flood 
4 Impurpled e’er with kindred blood, 

4 The fhrieks of thoufands fill the air, 

4 And all is anguifh and defpair, 

4 Peace in the dreadful conflict flies, 

4 And all of hope and pleafure dies: 

4 Trembling with rage I crofs’d the deep, 

4 And left my injur’d fons to weep : 

4 Far from the fadly mourning train, 

4 1 fought Europa’s guilty plain; 

4 I come r’ faid fhe, 4 by Heav’n’s command, 

4 To threat with woe this bloody land? 

4 By Heav’n’s command, I come from far, 

4 To pour the favage foul of war! 

4 Soon (hall this people feel my blow, 

4 And find th 5 avenging dart of woe i 
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'When death exerts his conq’ring povv'r 
4 And brings the awful final hour, 

4 Then murder’d thoufincLs Audi arife, 
i And call for vengeance from i‘u. f:ks, 

4 Shall fvveli the piercing pang or death, 

4 And tear away the parting breath; 

4 And when the dart of d- - th is call—* 

4 And when tise guilty feen.. is p t jf, 

* Infernal furies fhall be found 

4 To pour eternal tortures round! 

4 But the beneficent and kind, 

4 Who bear companion in their mind, 

1 Who aid afRHlion all they can, 

4 And lofe the ravage in the man: 

4 For them juft Heav’n referves in ftore 

* Unnumber’d joys when time is' o’er. 

4 And now I pafs the roaring deep, 

4 To where the fons of Afric weep : 

4 To weftern fhores my fooffteps go, 

4 To fpreau the wafteful flame of woe! 

4 I go to raile the noble foul 
4 Above the tyrant’s ftern controul; 

4 Long have they felt the wound of grief, 

4 And mourn’d, ai! hopelefs of rdief! 

4 But foon the tyrant’s reign is o’er, 

4 I go to bid him rule no more: 

4 At my approach the [word fhail wave, 

4 And bear the ruffian to the grave : 

4 Soon fhnli the mu ft) net's lightnings play 
4 And thunder in the face of day! 

4 What though themfelvcs may h- ed the dead, 
4 Yet what is life when -:'l is fled? 

4 When all the Hope or Jov can give, 

4 When all for which we wifh to live, 

4 When all that Comfort can beftow, 

4 Flees from the piercing wail of woe ? 

4 In Freedom’s caufc they wake the fire, 

‘ And vanquifh, triumph, or expire! 
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‘ To diftant weftern climes 1 go, 
*Tofpread the wafleful wound of woe! 

* I go—by Heav’n’s command afar, 

‘ To pour the favage foul of War V 
She fpoke—and, rifing from the ground. 
Call an avenging look around: 

The waters murmur’d to her tale. 

As flow (he mounted on the gale: 

Full foon Ihe left my wond’ring fight, 

To urge her ipjur’d Tons to fight. 

Now defolation pours her flood. 

She bathes the weftern fhore in blood! 
The captive train by thoufarids rife. 

And claim their freedom from the ikies: 
They bid the thund ring mufquet roar. 
And ftain the fields with human gore! 
Ah! where does heav’nly Pity dwell. 

In what deferted lonely cell? 

From her foft eyes the waters flow, 

That mourn, and mourn the tide of woe. 
Oh! let me feek her facred grot, 

Be every gay defire forgot; 

There through life’s yet remaining day. 
Retire to weep the hours away. 

Gh! how can man indulge in joy, 

And fmile to ruin and deftroy ? 

How can he feek and wifli for gold, 

For which a thoufand lives are fold ? 
And what is liberty ? A gem 
That far exceeds a diadem: 

For diadems would foon decay 
Was liberty alone away; 

Witp.efs the Gallic Monarch’s fate* 
Though deck’d in all the robes of ftate ; 
Yet while imprifon’d and confin’d, 

What torments rankled in his mind ; 

In captive hour the free born Foul 
Difdainful feels the ftern controui; 

Ah! glad were Louts to have found 
L i 



( 254 ) 


Fits brows with meaner garlands crown’d ; 
For then tar happier was the fwain 
Biel?: with fair Freedom’s friendly train; 
He fears no adverfe turn of late. 
Unmindful of affairs of date; 

Kingdoms may change by Fate’s controul? 
But how can they aScSt the foul? 

The free-born mind tile care difdains, 

That in the lordly palace reigns; 

It deems it all a tranfient toy. 

And fcorns to barter peace and joy; 
Allur'd that peace is frequeut fold. 

Amidft the fickly glare of gold. 

But why do I thus roam away, 

Amidft the blaze of Courts ta {fray ? 
Return, my Mufe, and check the firings; 
For what have I to do with Kings? 

The title may refpeft command. 

But courtiers are a venal band; 

A king is nothing but a man* 

Deny th’ aflertion if you can. 

Oft in the elevated {how, 

Unnumber’d vices learn to grow: 

The third of arbitrary fway. 

The love of gold’s deluding ray, 

Thefe oft with wild ambition fpring, 

And make a tyrant of a king. 

But when the Virtues hold their reign, 
And all their native pow’r retain ; 

Then does the peaceful monarch Hand, 

A bleffing to the happy land. 

Oh! long may we fuch monarch’s own— 
Such long have fill’d Brittannia’s throne. 
But why— : ye virtuous monarchs, fay. 

Has not Companion held her fv/ay? 

Why have you, thus negle&ful, found 
The blood of Afric (lain the ground ? 
This, Car, far more than mortal rage. 
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Has ftain’d too long th’ hiftoric page. 

The fan ft ion of the law he gains, 

Then murder iflues o’er the plains; 

He fears the fcourge of man no more, 

But gluts the thirfty plain with gore; 

How late where peace and joy were found; 
Does defolation dwell around: 

She rears on high her bloody crefi. 

And fills with agony the breaft: 

The heart, where pleafure us’d to glow: 

Is torn with never-ceafing woe: 

Far from their native regions borne. 

They licken at the ray of morn, 

And ever in the reign of night 
Refle&ion wounds the morning light. 

Oh! ye who fill’d the fplendid throne, 
Remember oft the dying groan: 

Oh! oft behold the tear of grief. 

And fondly give the wifh’d relief: 

A thoufand pray’rs to you afeend. 

They feek in Heav’n and vou a friend. 

Oh! hear their pray’rs, and let the tear 
Of confolation tremble near : 

So Peace prote£i your joyful throne. 

To every wound ot grief unknown. 

Return, my Mufe, and check the firings, 
For what have I to do with Kings. 

Oh thou! whofe foul with noble rage 
Protefts againft the guilty age: 

Who, zealous for thy country’s fame, 

Difdains the mean ignoble claim: 

With unabated warmth purfue, 

And ftill and fiill the caufe renew. 

Ah! what is gold with all it’s joy, 

Which time and death will foon deftroy ? 
Say can its tranfienfc beam impart 
One fmile of pleafure to the heart ? 

When for its falfc deluding ray 

L 1 2 
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A thou fond Ikes are thrown away: 

Uie fuch are not of human mould 
Who place their happinefo in gold: 

Who raife on high a murd’ring rod. 

And counter the defigns of God; 

Some fiend infernal hag pofleft 
The deep recedes of the breaft; 

The beads thcmfidves who rai ge the wood. 
By nature taught, deffroy for food; 

By hunger led, they roam for prey. 

Or, in defence, the hunter flay, 

They feek not to de/troy their kind; 

Here man does leave tuern far behind;. 

All unprovok’d, with ruffian blow. 

Ho deals the deadly dart of woe. 

He fnreads affliction all he can,' 

And murders oft his fellow, man. 

Yet man was told by God above. 

To live in amity and love; 

That fi> celeftial peace might grow 
And fiouri/h in the fcenes below; 

But they the gracious will defpilc, 

Difdain controu! and fcorn the fkics. 

’Tis very ffrange, and very odd 
That man fhouhl cdwnvs flue from God, 
That He who made both great and fmall. 
Should be deferted by them all: 

But while they fhun the lowly croft. 

It proves their everlafting lofs; 

If man feels forrow, pain and woe, 
s Tis he himfelf that gives the blow: 

For the All-wife Eternal Bread: 

Does will that mortals fhould be bleft; 

But they the humble means dcfpife, 

Difdain controul, and lofe the fkies. 

Return, my Mufe, thy flight reflrain, 

In honour to the virtuous train; 

For yet there are a worthy few 
Who keep the ftcred rules in tltv: 
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* As thou thyfeif, thy neighbour love, 

* And fear and ferve the JLord above 
4 And do to all (for all are free) 

* As thou wouid’ft have them do to thee** 
There’s no diftinftion dwells above, 

For all are one, through laving love; 
Then why Ihould man diftinftion make. 
Ah! why the holy order break ? 

’Tis pride and felf-efteem, we find, 

That fets a man above his kind. 

He looks with a contemptuous fneer 
Upon a humbler mortal near; 

What wild delufions bear the fway; 
Remember thou art but of clay: 

Ah! then be lowly, and be wife. 

Nor in thy felnfh fancy rife: 

The pooreft man on earth can prove 
An equal claim to crowns above. 

Though ftern Affliftion fpreads her reign. 
And Sorrow gives the pang of pain: 
Though by their tyrant Lords oppreft, 
Unequall’d Woe may wound the bread:: 
Yet they who aft their proper part, 

Who let their knowledge guide their heart. 
Though man may murder and deftroy, 
Shall reft in hope of future joy: 

And future joys (hall fpread their fway. 
When earth and ocean melt away! 

How (hall my Mufe attempt to fhew 
What mifery foolifh Pride muft know ? 
Thou Pow’r Divine! infpire my pen, 

And pierce the iron hearts of men: 

Or elfe—unequal to the drain, 

My Mufe fhall raife her lay in vain. 

Oh Pride! nccurs’d bv Heav’n’s decree, 

Far from the human boforn flee: 

By thee, the apoftate angels fell. 

And found the unquenching fires of hell. 
For pride, from Heav’n, if they were caft 



{ 258 ) 


Oh! how fhall mortals meet the blaftr—® 
Remember that a day is nigh, 

When you in va£n may wifh to fly! 
When you may wifh an opening cave 
To fnatch you from the fiient grave! 

Then will you afk the hills in vain. 

To fave you from eternal pain! 

The fun no longer gives his ray; 

The hills and mountains melt away l 
A*d you muft meet a pow’rful God, 

Who holds on high th’ avenging rod ? 

Then while you tremble to the laft. 

And hear the dreadful fentence paft. 

The men whom you have oft difdain’d, 
The poor, who oft to you complain’d. 

Who oft, with pride, you hav£ furvey’d. 
And fccmM to lend the mourners aid. 

And thoufands made by you forlorn. 

From native land and kindred torn, 

For you their ftream of blood did flow, 
And you were caufe of all their woe . 
Thefe you fhall, in that hour, fureey, 
Tranfported in the beam of day. 

Rejoicing in redeeming Love, 

And happy in the realm above! 

While you, diftraaing thought, are thrown, 
To thefe who heave the ceafelefs groan, 
Where torments fhall for ever dwell, 
Amidft the difma! lakes of hell! 
Tremendous fcene! in endlefs fire 
To live—nor evermore expire! 

Through all eternity the fame, 

An unextinguifhable flame! 

But ah! my heart, my fenfes fhrink, 
While Fancy fecks the burning brink! 
Return my Mufe, left fuch a Oram 
Should in the whirl o’erpower my brain. 
Gh, Wilberforce! the caufe renew, 
And keep the glorious aim in view: 
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For thee unnumber’d prayers arife. 

And fupplications reach the ikies. 

From thoufands who with woe Gppreft, 
Feel gratitude to fill their breaft. 

To refcue one to mifery fold 
Is worth ten thou (and hills of gold ? 

For what can gold, in that dread day. 
When hills and mountains melt away! 

But in that hour the virtues (hine. 

And claim rewards in realms divir.e. 

And now an injur’d nation bleeds, 

Oh! litten—while an nation pleads : 
Though Fate may frequent turn the fcale, 
Yet Perfeverance (hall prevail. ^ 
Thus pour’d a youth his mourning lay 
Where ****** wand’ring winds away: 
Companion all his notes infpire, 

She weeps along his trembling lyre ; 

Now ev’ning o’er the peaceful glade 
Lengthens the far extended fhade; 

The fun refigns his radient fway 
And draws his golden beams away: 

And now the dufley (hades of night 
Snatch the fair profpedl from the fight: 

The mountains, late with gold array’d, 
Evanifh in the deep’ning (hade; 

The lovely landfcape charms no more, 

Its every beauteous charm is o’er: 

And clos’d is every echoing found: 

An awful filence reign’s around, 

Save when at times the bufy day 
Remurmurs as it finks away. 

Now frawning care afar retires, 

And Avarice (lumbers in his fires: 

No tumult now is left behind 
To difeompofe the mufmg mind. 

Oh! oft that this mild hour be mine- 
Each ruder pa (lion to refign, 
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And bow to Pity s gentle fway. 

And pour Companions melting lay,. 
From evYy venal motive free. 

As now I breathe the lay to thee. 


FINIS. 


pr The Publisher of this Work, deeply imprefled with 
s lively fenfe of Gratitude, offers his ftncere Thanks to his 
numerous Subfcribers for their generous Support. The 
Work being now complete, in only Eleven Numbers, with 
giving one Sheet gratis, the laft Number containing 32 Pages, 
which will more than compenfate for the Teeming defedf in 
'Blank Pages, which from the nature of the Work has been 
unavoidable.—He further wifhes to fugged, that the Addrefs 
to W, Wilberforce, Efq; contained in the laft Number, 
and which does not coft the Subfcribermore than one Penny, 
is now felling feparate for fix Pence. 

From the above Confiderations, and from a fixed refolution 
of ferving the Public on as reafonablc Terms as poflible, 
the Publisher prefumes to hope for their future Counte¬ 
nance and’ Support to other Publications he is now begining 
in We&kly Numbers. 





